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PUBLISHERS' ADVERTISEMENT. 

The following Biographies appeared in the London 
Times immediately upon the announcement of the 
deaths of their illustrious subjects. They are here re- 
printed in full, accompanied with the leading articles 
from the same journal expressive of the sentiments of 
the occasion. The newspaper of the day has probably 
never afforded a more complete or dbtinguished con- 
tribution to historical literature. The condensation of 
facts is admirable, presenting what every reader of in- 
telligence just now demands, an able and comprehen- 
sive review of the many incidents of the career of Eng- 
land's great soldier and statesman of the present century 
Without seelrfng points of affinity in the course of the 
two, or looting beyond the reader's convenience ia flie 
preparation of this volume, there may yet be a pro- 
priety in the arrangement of these biographies from the 
personal relations of Peel and Wellington. 

" It is au interesting fact," observes a London jour- 
nal, " that when the first passages in the Peninsular 
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campaigns were severely criticised in Parliament, a young 
man, the son of a manufacturer, defended thooi again 
and again with admirable talent and great readiness in 
debate. Tb*^ was the late Sir Robert Peel, whose 
epitaph the Duke of Wellington lived to speak nobly 
and touchingly in the House of Lords. 
New Toek, Oct., 1852. 
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WELLINGTON AND PEEL. 



AETHTJE WELLESLEY, 

DUKE OF WELLINGTON- 

Ir is a drcumstance of ratliei' uBusual occurrence 
that the day and place of a famous birth should be un- 
known even fo contemporary inquirers ; yet such is tlie 
case on tie present occasion. It is certain that the 
Diiie of Wellington was bom in Ireland, and of an 
Irish family, and that the year in whicli Le saw the 
light was that which ushered also Napoleon Bonaparte 
into the world. For most purposes but those of astro- 
logy these verifications of fact would be sufficient ; but 
it is not unlikely that tlie event which has now thrown 
Britain into monming, may reanimate a controversy not 
without its attractions to inquisitive minifa. The 1st of 
May, 1769, is specified, with few variations, as the birth- 
day of Arthur Wellesley by those of his biographers 
who venture on such circumstantiality, and Dangan 
Castle, county of Meath, has been selected with similar 
unanimity as the place of the event The former of 
these statements has received a kind of confirmation by 
the adoption of the Duke's name and sponsorship for a 
I* 
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10 THE DUKB OF WELUNGTON, 

Roya] infant bom on tie day in question ; yet, in the 
registry of St. Peter's Church, Dublin, it is duly record- 
ed that "Arthur, son of the Eight Hon. Earl and 
Countess of Mornington," was there cbrist«ned by 
"Isaac Maun, archdeacon, on the 30th of April, 1769." 
This entry, while it conclusively negatives one of the 
two foregoing presumptions, materially invalidates the 
other also ; for, though not impossible, it is certainly not 
likely that the infant, if bom at Dangan, would have 
been baptized in Dublin. Our own information leads 
us to believe that the illustrious subject of this biogra- 
phy first saw tlie light in the town residence of his pa- 
rents, Momington-house, a mansion of some pretensions 
in the centre of the eastern side of Upper Merrion-street, 
Dublin, and which, as it abutted 80 years ago as a cor- 
ner house upon a large area, since enclosed with build- 
ings, was occasionally described as situate in Merrion- 
square. We are not inclined, however, to pursue a 
question of which the m<wt notable point is the indiffer- 
ence with which it was treated by the person most im- 
mediately concerned. The Duke kept his birthday on 
the 18th of June. 

Two families, both English by original extraction, 
and but Irish by settlement and adoption, were centred 
in the lineage from which our great Captain sprung. 
We shall be giving sufficient prominence to points pos- 
sessing little beyond incidental interest if we state that 
in the year 1728 Richard Colley, of Castle Carbery, m 
the county of Kildare, succeeded to the name and estates 
of GaiTet Wesley, of Dangan Castle, in the county of 
Meath. The Colleya had migrated in the 16th century 
from Rutlandshire ; the Wesleys at an earlier dat« from 
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Sussex. The two families Lad been already connected 
by a recent alliance, so that Eichard CoUey waa the 
first cousin of Garret Wesley, whose estates in default 
of lineal issue he was called to inherit The former of 
these two names was indiseriminately specified as Coo- 
ley, ColJey, or Cowley ; the third of which forms ob- 
tained the preference at a recent revival of the iamily 
designation ; the latter was usaally written Westley or 
Wesley till 1797, when the first Marquis adopted the 
orthography of Wellesley, now femiliar to the world. 
It was, however, as "Arthur Wesley" that the subject 
of these memoirs was first known as a soldier, and the 
young officer will be found so designated in contempo- 
rary descriptions of his earlier services. The double 
notoriety attaching itself to the name of Wesley will be 
suggestive, we doubt not, of some edifying thoughts, 
and to the ready pen which chronicled both reputations 
in the respective history of Methodism and the Peninsu- 
lar War, we owe an anecdote curious enough to be 
transcribed into our more concise biography. When 
Charles, the brother of John Wesley, was. at Westmin- 
ster Schooi, his father received a commuuicatioa from 
an Irish gentleman, offering to adopt the boy as heir; 
but the overture, strange as it may seem, was declined. 
It was for this Charles Wesley that Richard Colley waa 
ButetJtuted by the owner of Dangan, and thus, but for 
a capricious and improbable ti'ansfer of fortune, " we 
might," says Southey in his speculative reflections, "have 
had no Methodists; the British empire in India might 
still have been menaced fi^Dm Seringapatam, and the 
undisputed tyrant of Europe might still have insulted 
and threatened us on oui' own shores." The Richard 
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12 THE DUKE OF WEU-INGION. 

CoUey thus favoured was created Baron Momington, of 
the Iriah peerage, in 1'746, a title which 'waa exchanged 
for an earldom, 14 yeare later, in favour of hia son. 
This second Lord Momington, of musical celebrity, left 
by his wife, Anne, daughter of Arthur Hill, Viscount 
Dungannon, nine children surviving, of whom one be- 
came Marquis Wellealey, one Baron Cowley, and one, 
christened we presume after hia maternal grandfather, 
Duie of WeUington. 

Arthur "Wellealey, by the death of hia father in 
1781, became dependent at an early age upon the care 
and prudence of his mother, a lady, aa it fortunately 
happened, of talenls not unequal to the task. Under 
iim direction of his studies he was sent to Eton, from 
which college he was transferred, first, to private tuition 
at Brighton, and subaequently to the military seminary 
of Angers, in France. For the deficiency of any early 
promise in the future hero we are not confined to nega- 
tive evidence alone. His relative inferiority was the 
subject of some concera to his vigilant mother, and had 
its influence, as we are led to conclude, in the selection 
of the military profession for one who displayed so little 
of the family aptitude for elegant scholarship. At An- 
gers, though the young student left no signal reputation 
behind bim, it is clear that his time must have been 
productively employed, Pignerol, the director of the 
seminary, was an engineer of high repute, and the op- 
portunities of acquiring, not only professional knowledge, 
but a serviceable mastery of the French tongue, were 
not likely to have been loat on such a mind ns that of 
his pupil. Altogether, six years were consumed in this 
tourae of education, which, though partial enough in 
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FOTTNDBR OF HIS -OWN FOBTTTNES. IS 



itsell^ was so far in advance of the age that -we may 
conceive the young cadet to have carried with him to 
his corps a more than average store of professional ac- 
quirements. On the 7th of March, 1787, tte Hon. 
Arthur Wellealey, being then in his 1 8th year, received 
his first eommisaion aa an ensign ia the 73d Begiment 
of Foot. Tte only point of interest in his position at 
this miuut* is tte degree of advantage over his contem- 
poraries which might be derived from the family con- 
nexions above described ; and a review of the fects will 
lead, we think, to the canclusion that, though tbe young 
officer commanded sufficient interest to bring his deserts 
into immediate and favourable notice, he was not so 
circumstanced as to rely exclusively on such considera- 
tions for advancement A French historian, indeed, 
has indulged in a sneer at the readiness with which the 
haughty aristocracy of Britain submitted themselves, in 
after times, to the ascendancy of an Irish parvenu, but 
this assumption is as little warrantable as that by which 
the distinctions of the. young cadet are attributed to the 
nobility of his extraction. The pretensions of Arthur 
"Wellesley were insufficient, even at a somewhat later 
period, to secure him from failure in that test of social 
position — the choice of a wife ; nor could his opportu- 
nities have produced more than commonplace success to 
a man of ordinary capacity. On the other hand, they 
relieved him from those risks of neglect and injustice 
which must occasionally be fatal even to eminent worth, 
and liey carried him rapidly over those early stages in 
which, under other circumstances, the fortunes of a life 
mig^t have been perhaps consumed. He possessed in- 
terest enough lo make merit available, but not enough 
to dispense with it. 
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14 



Eia proDiotioii was accordingly rapid, but not more 
60 in its fii'st steps than in examples visible at the pi'S- 
sent day, and much less so than in tbe case of some of 
his contemporai-ies. He remained a snbaltem four 
years and three months, at the expiration of which 
period of service he received hia captaincy. The ho- 
nour of having trained the Duke of Wellington would 
be highly regarded in the traditions of any particular 
corps, but so numerous and rapid were his exchanges 
at this period that the distinction can hardly be claimed 
by any of the regiments on the rolls of which he was 
temporarily borne. He entered the army, as we have 
said, in the 73d, but in the same yeai- he moved, as 
lieutenant, to the 76th, and within the nest eighteen 
months was transferred, still in a siibaltem's capacity, 
to the 41st foot and the 12th Light Dragoons, succes- 
sively. On the 30th of June, 1791, he was promoted 
to a captaincy in the 58th, from which corps he ex- 
changed into the 18th Light .Dragoons in the October 
of tbe following year. At length, on the 30th of April, 
1793, he obtained his majority in the 3Sd, a i-egiment 
which may boast of considerable indentification with 
his renown, for he proceeded in it to his lieutenant- 
colonelcy and colonelcy, and commanded it personally 
throughout the early stages of his active career. These 
rapid exchanges bespeak the operation of somewhat un- 
usual interest in pushing the young oiBcer fonvard ; 
for in those days a soldier ordinarily continued in the 
corps to which he was first gazetted, and to which hia 
hopes, prospects, and connections were mainly confined. 
So close, indeed, and permanent were the ties thus 
formed, that when Colonel Wellesley's own comrade 
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r. General Harris, was asked to natae 
the title by which he would desire to enter the peerage, 
ho cou!d only refer to tie 5th Fusiliers as having been 
for nearly six and twenty years his constant home. 
The brother of Lord Momicgton was raised ahore 
these necessities of routine ; hut what is chiefly notice- 
able in the incidents described is that the period of his 
probationary service was divided between cavalry and 
iniantry ahke — a circumstance of some advantage to so 
observant a mind. 

Before the active career of the young officer com- 
menced he was attached as aide-de-camp to the staff of 
the Earl of "Westmoreland, then Lord-Lieutenant of Ire- 
land, and in 1790, having just come of age, he waa re- 
turned to the Irish Parliament for the family borough 
of Trim. The most eager researches into this period of 
his career, have not elicited any thing to prove that he 
was distinguished from those around him. In one par- 
ticular, indeed, he shared the iailings common to his 
class and times, after a fashion singularly contrasted 
with the subsequent developments of his character. 
Captain Wellesley got seriously into debt So pressing, 
in feet, were his obligations, that he accepted tempo- 
rary relief from a bootmaker in whose house he lodged; 
and before quitting England on foreign service confided 
the arrangement of his affairs to another Dublin tradea- 
man, whom he empowered for this purpose to receive 
the disposable portion of his income. 

At length, in the month of May, 1794, Arthur 
Wellesley, being then in his twenty-sixth year and in 
command of the 33d Regiment — a position which he 
owed to his brother's liberality— embarked at Cork for 
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eervice on the contineDt of Europe, bo that his first 
active duties involved great independent responsibility. 
The aspect of affairs at that period was unpromising in 
the estreme. War had been declared about twelve 
months previously between England and France, and 
10,000 British troops, under the command of the Duke 
of York, had been despatched to aid the operations of 
the Allied Powers in the Low Countries. It would be 
difficult to impress an Englishman of the present gene- 
ration with a true conception of the character and repu- 
tation of the British army at that period. Forty years 
had elapsed since the appearance of any considerable 
English force on the European continent, and the recol- 
lections of the campaigns in question were not calcu- 
lated to suggest any high opinions of British prowess. 
In fact, the Duke of Cumberland had been systematically 
beaten by Marshal Sase, and the traditions of Marl- 
borough's wars had been obliterated by contests in 
which the superiority of the French soldiery seemed to 
be declared. The ascendancy, too, so signally acquired 
at this time by our navy tended to confirm the im- 
pressions referred to, and it was argued that the ocean 
had been clearly marked out as the exclusive scene of 
our preponderance. Throughout a great part of the 
century these opinions had been rather justified than 
belied by our own proceedings. We fought many of 
our colonial battles with mercenaries, and we hired 
German battalions even to defend our coasts and pro- 
tect the established succession of the Throne. A new 
school of war, to which the attention of the reader will 
be presently directed, was, indeed, forming in the East ; 
but its influence was hardly yet known, and the Duke 
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of York's corps was disembarked at Ostend with, per- 
haps, less prestige than any divisioB of the allied array. 
Though the exertions of the Eoyal eomnjander had al- 
ready been directed, and with some success, to military 
refoi-ms, yet the conditions of the service were still 
miserably bad. The commissariat was wretched, the 
medical department shamefully ineffective, and rapa- 
city, peculation, and mismanagement prevailed to a 
most serious extent. Such was the army which Colonel 
Wellesley proceeded to join. It was no wonder that 
English as well as Imperialists were worsted by Repub- 
lican levies, not only numencally superior, but whose 
system confounded all received tactics as utterly as the 
campaigns of Charles VIII. in Italy demolished the 
conceptions of mediteval warfare. The I>uke of York 
was repulsed in a series of engagements which we need 
not describe, and it was in aid of his discomfited force 
that Colonel Wellesley carried out the 33d Regiment 
to the scene of his firet, as well as of his last service — 
the plains of Belgium, 

Tiie first military operation performed by the con- 
queror of Waterloo was the evacuation of a town in the 
face of the enemy. The 33d had been landed at Os- 
tend ; but when Lord Moira, who had the chief com- 
mand of the reinforcements sent out, arrived at that 
port with the main body, he saw reason for promptly 
withdrawing the garrison and abandoning the place. 
Orders were issued accordingly, and though the Repub- 
licans, under Plchegru, were at the gates of the town 
before the English had quitted it, the 33d was safely 
embarked. Lord Moira by a flank march effected a 
timely junction with the Duke of York at Malinea. 
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Colonel WeOesley took hia corps round by the Scheldt, 
flcd landed at Antwerp, whence he moved without de- 
lay to the head-quarters of the Duke. This was in Ju- 
ly, ilSi. The operations which followed, and which 
terminated in the following spring with the re-embar- 
catiou of the British troops at Bremeriehe, a town at 
the mouth of the Weser, constituted Arthur Wellesley's 
first campaign. They do not, for the purposes of our 
memoir, require any circumstantial description. The 
total force of the Allied Powers was strong, but it was 
extended over a long line of country, composed of he- 
terogeneous troops, and commanded by generals, not 
only independent, but suspicious of each other's deci- 
sions. In the face of an enemy, first animated by des- 
peration and then intoxicated by success, there existed 
no unity of plan or concert of movements. After the 
defeat sustained by the Austrians at FleuruH the cam- 
paign was resolved into retreat on the part of the Allies 
and pursuit of fortune on the part of tie French. The 
Austrians were on the middle Etiue, the British on the 
Meuse. The route taken by the Duke of Yotk in his 
successive retirements from one position to anotheF lay 
through Breda, Bois le Due, and Nimeguec, at which 
latter place he maintained himself agmnst the enemy 
with some credit Early in December, however, he re- 
signed his command to General Walmoden, and re- 
turned to England, leaving the unfortunate division to 
struggle with even greater difficulties than they had yet 
experienced. Disengaged by repeated triumphs from 
their Austrian antagonists, the Republican forces closed 
L tremendous strength round the English and their 



comrades. The winter set in with such 
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FIRBT CAMPAIGN, 19 

ty that the rivei's weve passable for the heaviest class of 
cannon, provisions were scanty, and little aid vraa forth- 
coming fiom the inhabitants against either the inclem- 
ency of the season oe the casualties of war. It was 
found necessary to retire into Westphalia, and in this 
retreat, which was commenced on the 15th of January, 
1795, the troops are said to have endured for some 
days privations and sufferings little short of those en- 
countered by the French in the Moscow campaign. So 
deep was the snow that all traces of roads were lost, 
wagons laden with sick and wounded were unavoidably 
abandoned, and to straggle from the column was to 
perish. The enemy were in hot pureuit, and the popu- 
lation undisguisedly hostile to their nominal allies. At 
length the Yssel was crossed, and the troops reposed 
for awhile in cantonments along the Ems ; but as the 
French still prepared to push forward, the allied force 
continued its retreat, and as they entered Westphalia 
the tardy appearance of a strong Prussian corps secured 
them from further molestation till the embareation took 

pi«». 

Such was the Duke of Wellington's first campaign. 
Whatever might have been the actual precocity of his 
talent, there was obviously no room in such operations 
for the exercise on his part of anything beyond intrepidi- 
ty and steadiness, and these qualities, as we learn, were 
made visibly manifest His post was that which iu a 
wti'eat is the post of honour — the rearguard. The com- 
mand of a biigade devolved on him by seniority, and 
the able dispositions of Colonel Wellesley iu checkinjt 
the enemy or executing an assault are circumstances of 
special remark in contemporary accounts of the trans- 
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aetiona. In particular, the affairs of Druyten, Meteren, 
and Geidermansel, arc mentioned with some detail, as 
isiderable credit on the 33d and its corn- 
Beyond this point Colonel Wellesley'a repu- 
tation was not extended, but we may readily imagine 
how material a portion of his professional character might 
have been formed in this Dutch campaign. Irrespec- 
tively of the general uses of adversity, the miscarriages 
of this ill-starred expedition must have been fraught 
with invaluable lessons to the future hero. He observed 
the absolute need of undivided authority in an enemy's 
presence, and the hopelessness of all such imperfect 
combinations as State jealousies suggested. We are 
justified iu inferring from his subsequent demonstrations 
of character that no error escaped either his notice or 
his memory. He saw a powerful force frittered away 
by divisions, and utterly routed by an enemy which but 
a few montfis before had been scared at the very news 
of its approach. He saw the indispensability of preserv- 
ing discipline in a fiiendly country, and of conciliating 
the dispositions of a local population, always powerful 
for good or evil. Though a master hand was wanting 
at head-quarters, yet Abercromby was present, and the 
young Pieton was making his first essay by the side of 
his future comrade. Austrian, Prussian, Hanoverian, 
French, Dutch, and British were in the field together, 
and the care exemplified in appointing and provisioning 
the respective battalions might be serviceably contrasted. 
Every checi, every repulse, every privation, and every 
loss brought, we may be sure, its enduring moral to Ar- 
thur Wellesley ; and although Englishmen may not re- 
flect without emotion on the destinies which were thus 
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perilled in the swamps of Holland, the future General 
had perhaps little reason to repine at the rugged tuition 
of his first campaign. 

On the return of the expedition to England the 33d 
was landed at Harwicli, and for a short time encamped 
at Warley, where it soon recovered its effectiye strength. 
In the autumn of the same year Colonel "Wellesl^ con- 
ducted his corps to Southampton, where it was embark- 
ed on board the outward-bound fleet, under the flag of 
Admiral Christian. The destination of the force was 
the West Indies, but through a series of accidents so re- 
markable as to acquire, in oonjunction with subsequent 
events, a providential character, the orders were . ulti- 
mately changed, and the services of the young Colonel 
were employed on a scene lar better calculated to devel- 
ope his military genius. For some time the winds were 
so adverse that tKe vessels were unable to quit the port 
at all, and wlien they had at length succeeded in put- 
ting to sea they encountered such tempestuous weather 
as to be finally coinpelled, after experiencing serious 
casualties, to return to Portsmouth. Meantime new exi- 
gencies had arisen, and in the spring of 1796 the wea- 
ther-beaten 83d received directions to embark for Ben- 
gal, At this critical . period, however, the health of 
Colonel Wellesley suddenly failed him. Considering 
that strength of constitution and temperament with 
which we have since become lamiliar, it is remarkable 
to observe how repeatedly the Iron Duke, in earlier 
days, was attacked, and apparently almost mastered, 
by debility and sickness. On the present occasion he 
was actually unable to embark with his re^ment, but a 
favourable change afterwards supervened, and he suc- 
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ceeded in joining the corps at the Cape of Good Hope, 
The remainder of the voyage was soon completed, and 
in February, iTST.ArlliurWellesIey landed at Calcutta 
to coraiuence in earnest that career of service which 
will reflect such eternal lustre on hia name. 

Before recounting those memorable campaigns by 
which our empire in the East was finally established, it 
will be desirable to premise some intelligible description 
of the scenes and persons to which Colonel Wellesley 
was now introduced. Half the unpopularity attributed 
to Indian history resides in the strangeness of Oriental 
names, and we are persuaded that any reader of ordi- 
nary attention who would familiarise himself with the 
geographical expressions and family titles current in 
these parts, would afterwards comprehend the affaiis of 
India with as much readiness as those of any European 
country. 

In 1^97 there still existed, and in something more 
than name, "S. Great Mogul, that is to say, a representa- 
tive of that Mogul or Tartar dynasty which since the 
commencement of the 16th century had established it- 
self in the Imperial Sovereignty of India. He was not, 
however, directly possessed of any substantial power, 
though there was eager competition for the exercise of 
his traditional authority. He resided at Delhi, and in 
histories of this period is often termed " the King," a 
title which, though afterwards conferred by us on the 
!Nabob of Oude, was long considered in India as the 
exclusive property of the supreme territorial lord. The 
power lost by this monarch in the decline of his domin- 
ion had been seized by two classes of people — his own 
lieutenants, who haij converted their govemmentfi mto 
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independent heritages ; and Lis Hindoo aubjecfs, who 
iiad embraced the opportunity of renouncing an alle- 
giance which they had never willingly or perhaps abso- 
lutely acknowledged. Of the former class were the 
Nabobs of Oude and Bengal in Hindostan, i. e., in that 
part of India, commonly so called, which is north of &e 
Nerbudda river, and the still more powerfol lieutenant 
who administered singly the whole of the " Deccan " 
or " South," under which designation was nominally 
comprised almost all the southera portion of the penin- 
sular exclusive of " the Carnatic," a name attached to 
its south-eastern districts between the river Kistnah and 
Cape Comorin. The first of these Princes was usually 
termed " the Nabob-Vizier," or " Vizier," in conse- 
quence of tiat office having begn monopolised by his 
family during the decline of the Mogul empire. The 
second, the " Nabob " or " Subahdar " of Bengal had 
been conquered by us at Plassey, and we had virtually 
assumed bis inheritance ouiaelves. The third, he of 
the Deccan, was termed " the Nizam," or " Lieutenant," 
— a title which had been given purely for personal dis- 
tinction to the first Viceroy of fLia province on his ac- 
cepting office, but which had been peipetuated in favour 
)f his successors, as we see to this day. The Carnatic 
was not held immediately of the Mogul Sovereign, but 
of his lieutenant in th« Deccan, who thus claimed the 
allegiance of a feudatory not greatly inferior to himself. 
The Prince in question was called the Nabob of the 
Carnatic, or, mote familiarly, from hia place of resi- 
dence, the Na,bob of Atcot. These were the Mahome- 
tan Powers with whicli we had then to dea!. 

The Hindoo pretenders to dominion were repreaent- 
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ed by the Mahrattas, a powerful and warlike tribe of 
the Malabar coast, which had successfully resisted the 
great Aurungzebe, and which had turned to sueh profit 
tie imbecility of hia successors as to have aliftost reviv- 
ed in their own iavor the Imperial claims of the Mo- 
guls themselves. They had extended their power by 
dispatching their great captains in various directions on 
the common errand of conquest ; such conquests to be 
retained, by the individual victors ou condition of alle- 
giance and tribute payable to the supreme family. 
This family held court originally at Sattara, under a 
title which hgs been made familiar to the present gene- 
ration by the importunities of its soi-disanl representa- 
tive ; but the Rajahs of Sattara had been superseded in 
all effective or cognizable authority by the "Peishwa" 
or "chief" of their own privy council — an office which 
had been made hereditary in a particular femily, and 
to which the princely power had been wholly transfer- 
red, ^e Peishwa resided at Poonah, but his lieuten- 
ants had already assumed an independence little leas 
substantial than that of the Mogul viceroys just describ- 
ed. One named Scindiah, then the most formidable of 
the eousinhood, had established himself in Malwa, and 
was pretending to extraordinary dominion in western 
Hindostan ; another, named Holkar, had set up his 
standard a little to the south of Scindiah, in the town 
of Indore ; the Bhonsla family were settled with great 
possessions at Nagpore, in the north-east of the Deccan ; 
and the " Guicowar," or "herdsman," was installed in 
the government of Guzetat, contiguous to the Peishwa's 
territory. Of this great and formidable Mahratta con- 
federacy only two members now survive as substantive 
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powers of India — tie Guicowar, still called by his an- 
cestral appellative ; and the Nagpore prince, at present 
styled the Rajah of Berar ; the Peishiva's pTerogBtiyes 
having been extinguished and absorbed by Lord Hast- 
ings in 1610, and Sdndiah and Holkar having succumb- 
ed in the stubborn coatests which we shall have pre- 
sently to recouat. It will further be requisite to men- 
tion that an inconsiderable Hindoo principality in the 
south had been usurped by a Mahometan adventurer, 
who was coBSolidaling au inheritance with true Oriental 
success, and that the Abdalla empire, founded about 
40 years previously in Affghanistan, was still vigorously 
administered by Zemaum Shah, the identical prince 
visited by our own generals but the other day. Our 
remarks refer lo a period of Indian history so compara- 
tively early, that any actor in these half-forgotten scenes 
appears like a phantom of the past ; but it will stimu- 
lat« our interest in the subject before us, if we endeavour 
to realize to our own imaginalioua that the grey-headed 
old soldier who but yesterday was riding down White- 
hall was the identical hero who fifty years sinee drove 
Dowlut Eao to capitulate, and packed off Dhoondiah on 
the carriage of a galloper gun. It is strange that the 
commander of an army should be one of its last survi- 

The position of the Indian Government relatively to 
the Home Administration was not, when Colonel Wel- 
lesley aiiived in those parts, materially different from 
that which exists at present. The great step of iden- 
tifying these prodigious acquisitions with the dominions 
of the British Crown had virtually been taken already ; 
and Lord Comwallis, in the last war, had wielded, to 
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Tippoo's cost, the resources of'an Empire instead of tbe 
arms of a Company. A few years earlier India had 
scarcely been reputed among the fields open to liie sol- 
diera of the British army, and regiments were reluc- 
tantly despatched to quarters not looked upou at first 
witli any favourable eye. But the scene had been 
changed by late achievements ; and though a com- 
mand in India was not what it has since become, it 
was an object of reasonable ambition. Napoleon pre- 
tended, even after the Tictories of Seringapatam and 
Assaye, to slight the sei'vices of a " sepoy general," but 
Wellesley established for the school, in the eyes of al! 
Europe, a reputation which it has never since lost. 

Small as were the anticipations of sueh active sei*- 
vice wbich tie young Colonel could have entertained at 
his first landing in India, a few months saw him in the 
field with bis corps against a resolute and formidable 
enemy. By a notable, instance of fortune, the elder 
brother of Arthur Wellesley was nominated to the Gov- 
ernor-Generalship of India within a few months after the 
subject of these memoirs Lad arrived at Calcutta, and 
the talents of a most accomplished statesman were thus 
at hand to develope and reward the genius of the rising 
soldier. Lord Momington, like many of his successors, 
went out in the confident expectation of maintaining 
peace, but found himself engaged in hostilities against 
his most ardent desire. At that time the three Presi- 
dencies of India shared pretty evenly between them the 
perils and prospects of active service in the field. Ben- 
gal, since the definite submission of Code, had been 
comparatively quiet ; but it was tbe Imperial presidency, 
SUd'ita troops were held readily disposable for the exi- 
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geneies of the otters. Bombay vibrated witb every 
convulsion of the Mahratta States, by which it was sur- 
rounded ; and Madras, in earlier times the leading gov- 
ernment, had recovered much of ita importance fi'om 
the virtual absorption of the Camatic, the formidable 
resources and uncertain disposition of the Nizam, and, 
above all, the menacing attitude of Tippoo Sultaun, 
the adventurer ofMyaore. It was against this barbaric 
chieftain that the spui* of Arthur Wellealey were won. 
When the two brothers met at Calcutta, in 1T98, 
the principal risk of war was created by the unruly 
resentments of Tippoo. Oude had been subdued ; Ben- 
gal wfts our own ; the Carnatic had been absorbed, and 
tiie Nizam of the Deecan, like the other Princes still in- 
dependent, was trimming between the British alliance 
and that of States whom he dreaded still more than 
ourselves. There still remained, however, a considerable 
element of French iniluence in tlie peniusula. We had, 
it ia true, definitely expelled these dangerous rivals by 
the capture of Pondicherry in 1761, and they no lon- 
ger worked openly on their own account; hut the 
Nizam maintained an imposing force disciplined by 
more than 100 French officers, under M. Raymond, 
and Seindiah employed with similar views the services 
of General Perron. It can be little matter of surprise, 
therefore, that the dread of French influence should still 
predominate at Madras, and it was the assumed iden- 
tification of Tippoo with these inveterate antagohists of 
Britain which rendered the wars with him, and with 
him only of all Indian Princes, ao generally popular at 

Tippoo had recently made peace with the Company, 
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but the treaty as regarded his stipulations was so essen- 
tially of a penal character that his patient acquiescence 
in its operation was not to be expected, though Lord 
Momington, as we have seen, did hoti desire and an- 
ticipate a perpetuation of the truce. Within a very few 
weeks, however, of his an'ival at the seat of his govern- 
ment, he learnt that the Mysore Sultaun had been ac- 
tively intriguing with the French for the purpose of 
espelling us fvom the Peninsula, It is more iiiely, 
perhaps, that this idea should have been suggested to 
Tippoo by some one of the many Frenchmen still lurk- 
ing in India than that the Oriental despot should of 
himself have descried the resources presented to him by 
the unscrupulous ambition of the Republican Directory. 
However this may be, he undoubtedly despatched am- 
bassadors with this object to the Mauritius, the nearest 
French settlement, and these envoys actually disem- 
barked at Mangalore on their return voyage, with a 
body of European recruits, at the very moment that the 
new Governor-General on his way to Calcutta touched 
at Madras. It does not fall within our purpose to dis- 
cuss the respective cases of the belligerents. It is enough 
to remark that Tippoo's suspicions of ourselves were 
most cordially reciprocated, apd that this new dynasty 
of Mysore had been always regarded, both in India and 
at home, with exeessive jealousy and alarm. A war 
with Tippoo was counted as a life and death struggle, 
and although the last campaign of Cornwallis had pretty 
clearly prognosticated the ultimate issue, yet the wliole 
resources ot ihe Indian Government were now sum- 
moned as to a deadly strife. Those resolutions nearly 
affected the rising fortunes of Arthur Wellealey. On 
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landing, as we have seen, at Calcutta in Februaiy, 
1797, he liad been despatched upon an expedition di- 
rected against Manilla, tut transports sailed slowly in. 
those days, and by the time that tile several vessels had 
arrived at their first rendezvous the alarm had been 
given at Madras, and they were overtaken by a pe- 
remptory recall. Each Preaidency mustered its whole 
flti'ength for (he conflict, and as a reinforcement of that 
most immediately menaced, tbe 33d was transferred 
from Bengal and placed upon the Madras establishment. 
On this new scene of duty Colonel Wellesley arrived in 



It had happened, and, as we may reasonably con- 
clude, by something more than accident, that the young 
Colonel was already well acquainted with the future 
theatre of war. On returning from the Straits he had 
paid a visit to Lord Hobart, then Governor of Madras. 
His stay extended over a few weeks only ; but thia 
eliort period had enabled him to cast his eagle glance 
over the military establishments of that Presidency, 
and over the various capabilities of the Camatic He 
brought, therefore, to the duties which he now assumed, 
informalion of a most serviceable character. The Com- 
mander-in-Chief at Madras was General, afterwards 
Lord Harris, under whose auspices Colonel Wellesley 
was stationed at Wallajahbad, with the responsible 
commission of organizing, equipping, and practising 
the forces of the Presidency destined for the expedition. 
Ths state of feeling in India at that period partook of 
no such confidence as was afterwards displayed. The 
troops at the Governor's command were neither numer- 
ous nor well provided; the resources of the Treasury 
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were scanty, and the alliances of the Company had faeen 
seriously damaged by the temporizing and ungenerous 
policy of the late Governor-General, Sir Joiin Shore, 
Moreover, although the last campaign had been un- 
doubtedly successful in its results, reeollectioni of -\ dis- 
agreeable character were created by its vast consump 
tion of blood and treasure, and by the penis of m!« 
carriage wbich had been experienced in its course It 
is natural enough from onr present point of view to 
consider these apprehensions as having been unduly 
magnified, but it should be remembered it the ^ery 
moment when Colonel Wellesley was ordered to Ma- 
dras, Bonaparte had actually disembarted a French 
army on the shorre of E^pt, and had put himself in 
coniniunication with Tippoo — facts quite menacing 
enough to warrant unusual misgivings. The strength, 
too, of the Mysore army gave at least 70,000 troops, 
admirably equipped, and in no contemptible state of 
discipline, while the Madras muster rolls showed a total 
of no more than 14,000 of all arms, including less than 
4,000 Europeans, In fact. Lord Mornington had been 
compelled to exchange the scheme of attack originally 
contemplated for a more cautious and regular exertion 
of his strength. "With these reluctant conclusions 
he ordered General Hariis to stand on the defensive 
along the Mj'sore frontier, and to augment the efficiency 
of his army by all available means, while he turned his 
own attention to the native Courts, whose alliance or 
neutrality it was desirable to secure. 

That nothing on his part might be wanting to the 
success of the enterprise, he had transferred himself and 
his staff from Calcutta to Madras, and the effects of 
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fajs policy and his presence were quickly discernible in 
the impulse communicated to every department of the 
service, and the restoration of energy and confidence 
throughout the Presidency, These efforts were admi- 
rahly seconded by the practical exertions of his brother 
at Wallajahbad. So di'ectually had Colonel Wellesley 
employed the tiiree montlis of his local command, fiat 
the division under his charge from being -weak and ill 
provided had become conspicuous for its organization 
and equipment, and when the whole army presently 
took the field in unparalleled effidency, the especial ser- 
vices of Colonel Wellesley in bringing about this result 
were acknowledged in a general order of the Comman- 
der-in-Chief, The whole force now put in motion 
against the famous Tiger of Mysore comprised three di- 
visions — that of the Cainatic, 30,000 strong, that of 
Bomhay, two-thiids less numerous, and the contingent 
'of our ally, the Nizam, The latter consisted of the 
British detachment in. the Nizam's service, of a few 
battalions of his own infenlry, including some of M, 
Raymond's force lately disbanded, and of a large body 
of cavalry. To complete the efflcienoy of this power- 
ful dii-ision it was resolved to add a King's regiment 
to its rolls, and at the express wish of the Nizam's Min- 
ister, coupled with the prompt approval of General 
Harris, Colonel Weilesloy's corps was selected for this 
duty, and on him the general command of the whole 
contingent was suffered to devolve. By these arrange- 
ments, which were to the unqualified satisfaction of all 
parties concerned, Colonel Wellesley assumed a promi- 
nent place in the conduct of the war, and enjoyed op- 
portunities of displaying both his special intelligence 



cji-vGtX)^le 



32 THE DUKE OF WKLUNGTON. 

and his intuitive military powere. Few opportiinitiee 
indeed could be better calculated for tbe full develop- 
ment of his genias. He held a command sufficiently 
independent to elicit all his talents; he formed one of 
the political commission attached t« the Commander-in- 
Chief; and he acted under the eyes of a Governor 
whose acuteness in discerning merit and promptitude 
in rewarding it were quickened on this occasion by the 
natural impulses of affection, Nor were there wanting 
in the same ranks either models of excellence or stout 
competitors for feme. Besides Harris himself, there 
were Baird and Cotton, Dallas and Brown, Fiojd and 
Malcolm — soldiers all of them of high distinction and 
extraordinary renown, who either sought or staked a 
professional reputation in this memorable war against 
Tippoo Sultaan. 

By the end of February, 1709, the invading forces 
had penetrated into the dominions of Mysore, though 
so difficult was the conntry and so insufficient, notwith- 
standing the previous prepavataona, were the means of 
transport, that half-a-dozen miles constituted an ordi- 
nary day's march, and tiiree weeks were consumed in 
conveying intelligence from the western division of the 
army te the eastern. The first movements of Tippoo 
from his central position had been judiciously directed 
gainst the weaker corps which was advancing from 
Cananore, but in bia attempt on this little force he waa 
signally repulsed ; on which, wheeling to the right 
about, and retracing his steps, he brought himself face 
to face with the main army under General Harris near 
Malavelly, a place within 30 miles of his capital city, 
Seringapatam, His desires to engage were promptly 
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met by the Bi'itish Cominander, who received bis at- 
tack with the right wing of the army, leaving the left, 
whifih was composed of the Nizam's contingent under 
Colonel Wellealey, to charge and turn the flank of the 
enemy opposed to it. Colonel WeJlesley'a dispositions 
for thia assault were speedily made, and, having been 
approved by General Harris, were executed with com- 
plete success. Theconductof the 33d decided the actioD. 
Knowing that if he could break the European regi- 
ment the native battalions might be expected to despair, 
the Suitaun directed a column of his choicest troops 
against Colonel Wellisley's corps ; which, reserving its 
fire till the enemy had closed, delivered a searching 
volley, charged, and threw the ^hole column into a 
disorder which the sabres of the Dragoons wei'e not 
long in converting to a rijut. After this essay it was 
clear that the campaign would turn upon the siege 
of the capital, and on the 4th of April the army, by 
the judicious strategy of Harris, arrived in. effective 
condition before the ramparts of Seringapatam, 

Between the camp of the besiegers and the walls 
of this famous fortress stretched a considerable extent 
of irregular and broken ground, affording excellent 
cover to the enemy for annoying the British lines with 
musketry and rocket practice. At one extremity was a 
"tope" or grove called the Sultaunpettah tope, com- 
posed mainly of betel trees, and intersected by numer- 
ous water-courses for the purposes of irrigation. The 
first operations of the besiegers were directed to the 
occupation of a position so peculiarly serviceable to the 
party maintaining it. Accordingly, on the night of t!ie 
4th General Baird was ordered to scour this tope — a 
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commission whicli he discharged without encountering 
any opposition. Next morning Tippoo's troops were 
again seen to occupy it in great force, on which General 
Harris resolved to repeat the attack on the SBceeeding 
night, and to retain the position when carried. The 
duty was intrusted on this occasion to Colonel Welles- 
ley of tbe 33d and a native battalion, who was to be 
supported by another detachment of similar strength 
under Colonel Shawe. This was tbe famous affair of 
which so much has been said, and whicli, with such 
various colourings, has been described as tbe first serv- 
ice of Arthur, Puke of "Wellington. On receiving tbe 
order. Colonel "Wellesley addressed lo his commander 
the following note, remarkable as being the first of that 
series of despatches which now constitute so extraordi- 
nary a monument of bis fame: — 



" Camp, Olh April, 17B9. 
" My deab Sitt, — I do not know where jou mean the poet 
to be Hstabliahed, and I shall therefore be obliged to jou if joa 
will do roe the favour to meet me this aftemooD in front of the 
linea and ehow it to me. In the meantime I will order my 
battalion to be in readineas. 

" Upon, looking at the tope as 1 came in just now, it ap- 
peared to me that when you get poaeession of the bank of the 
nuUah you have the lope as a matter of eoui'se, as the latter ie 
in the rear of the former. However, you are the beat judge, 
and I shdl be ready. 

" I am, my dear Sir, your most faithful servant, 

" ARTHUR WELLESLEY." 

This letter has been often appealed to as evidence 
of that brevity, perspicacity, and decision afterwards 
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recognized as such notable characteristics of the great 
Duke's style. Without stopping to challenge the criti- 
cism, we would rather point to it as signally exemplify- 
ing th.e change which had taken place m the young 
Colonel's official position since we last saw him m the 
Dutch campaign. Instead of simply conducting a regi- 
ment, we now find him, though still only a colonel, in 
command of a powerful division of an army, influencing 
the character of its operations, corresponding on tenns 
of freedom with the General-in-CMe^ and preserving 
his despatches for the edification of posterity. Eeserv- 
ing, however, any further comment on these eircum- 
Btanees, we must now state that the attact: in question 
was a failure. Bewildered in the darkness of the night, 
and entangled in the difficulties of the tope, the assault- 
ing parties were thrown into confusion, and, although 
Shawe was enabled to report himself in possession of 
the post assigned to him, Colonel Wellesley was com- 
pelled, as the General records in his private diary, to 
come, "in a good deal of agitation, to say he had not 
carried the tope." When daylight broke the attack 
was renewed with instantaneous success, showing at 
once what had been the nature of the obstacles on the 
previous night ; but the affair has been fi^quently 
quoted as Wellington's " only failure," and the particu- 
lars of the occurrence were turned to some account in 
the jealousies and scandals &om which no camp is 
wholly free. The reader will at once perceive that the 
circumstances suggest no discussion whatever, A night 
attack, by the most natural of results, failed of its ob- 
ject, and was successfully executed the next morning aa 
soon as the troops discovered the nature of their duties. 
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Wben these aJvanc«d posts had fallen into oar 
hands, the last hour of Tippoo's reign might be thought 
to have struck, and the final results of the expedition 
to be beyond periL But there is an aspect of facility 
about Indian campaigning which is extremely delusive 
to those unexperienced in its risks. Al! goes apparently 
without a check, and all is thought easy and insignifi- 
cant; but the truth is, that a single check, however 
slight, will often tuii! the whole tide of success. It is 
the characteristic of tliis warfare that reverses which in 
other countries would be endnred without serious dam- 
age are here liable to be fatal. To our chect before 
the little fort of Kalunga, in 1814, we owed probably 
the duration and losses of the Nepaul war, and it has 
be«n credibly averred that if the ingenious operations of 
our officers had failed hefijre the gates of Ghuznee, the 
disasters of the Cabul retreat would have been antici- 
pated in that first Afighan expedition, which now reads 
like a triumphal march. It is true that Tippoo's forces 
proved unequal to encounter in the field even the weak- 
est of the invading armies, and that our position before 
Seringapatam had been taken up without any resist- 
ance proportioned to the renown or resources of our 
enemy. But the fort was extreinely strong, the place 
unhealthy to the last degree, and any material pro- 
traction of the siege would have exhausted the pro- 
visions of the army, and given time for the season to 
do its work. The river Cauvery is periodically swelled 
during the monsoon, and, had this occurred earher than 
usual, the siege must have been raised, and a disastr<jus 
retreat — for in India all retreats are disastrous — must 
have been the inevitable consequence. As it was, the 
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Commaiider-in -Chief was full of apprehensions, and- Sir 
John Malcolm used in after days to relate an anecdote 
which shows better than any calculation how many 
chances stjil remained in Tippoo's favour. On the day 
appointed fur tJie storm, be entered the General's tent, 
and saluted him by anticipation with the title which 
proved afterwards the reward of his services. "Mal- 
colm," was the serious reply of the old chief, " this is 
no time for compliments. We have serious work on 
hand. Don't you see that the European sentry over 
my tent is so weak from want of food and exhaustion 
that a Sepoy could push him down ! We must take 
this fort or perish in the attempt. I have ordered 
Baird to persevere in his attack to the last extremity ; 
if he is beat off, Wellesley is to proceed with the troops 
from the trenches ; if he also should not succeed, I shall 
put myself at the head of the remainder of the army, 
for success is necessary to our existence." 

In fact, these arrangements had been actually 
made. Colonel Wellesley, whose unremitting atten- 
tion to all the duties of the siege is shown in a multi- 
plicity of despatches, and the value of whose sugges- 
tions is proved by their effect upon the operations, re- 
ceived orders to head the reserve in the advanced 
trenches and to await the success of the storm. The 
fighting in the batteries had already been desperate 
and the losses heavy, but 3,500 Europeans still sur- 
vived to lead the assault, and a chosen column of Se- 
poys followed them. It was midday on the 4th of 
May. Colonel Wellesley had received reports of the 
state of the breach, had revised them in fei-ms exactly 
lite those afterwards used at Ciudad Rodrigo and Bada- 
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joz, bad superintended tte final preparations, and was 
expecting the result from his appointed post. " It 
was," says one near him, "a moment of agony, and we 
continued with aching eyes to watch the result, until, 
atUr a short and appalling interval, we saw the accliv- 
ity of the breach covered with a cloud of crimson." 
The assault succeeded, and Colonel Wellesley advanced 
from his position, not Ifl renew a desperate attempt, 
but to restore some order in the captured city, and to 
certify the death of cur dreaded enemy by discovering 
bis body yet warm and palpitating under a mountain 
of slain. 

Duties little less arduous than tbose of the actual 
storm devolved presently upon the troops of the reserve 
and their commander. The captured city presented a 
scene of rapine, terror, and confusion, in which not 
even the conquerors were safe, and the despatches 
of Colonel Wellesley irora within the walls to Gene- 
ral Harris, who still remained without, assumed an al- 
most peremptory tone in their demands for positive ia- 
structions and suromary autJiority to arrest the evil. 
The suggestions of the writer were acknowledged by 
an appointment conferring upon himself the powers re- 
quired for restoring order. The establishment of a per- 
manent garrison under Colonel Wellesley's immediate 
command speedily brought the city to its ordinary 
state of tranquillity and confidence, and his services or 
his claims were still more conspicuously recognized by 
t nomination to the commission instituted 
g of the conquered territories. Of these one 
portion was confei'red on the Niaam, another ofiered to 
tlie Peishwa, a third retained by ourselves under the pro- 
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visional goyernment of Colonel Wellesley himselii and 
the remainder restored to the oiiginal proprietors, dispos- 
sessed by the usurpation of Tippoo and his father. In 
these hands it still remains, and the reaidecce of the 
Court having been again transferred to its ancient capi- 
tal, Mysore, Setingapatam, the creation of Hyder and 
Tippoo, and the scene of British triumphs, ia now 
crumbling to ruins from desertion and neglect, and will 
probably leave as little visible trace as the dynasty 
which raised it. Such was the end of the famous war 
in which Arthur Wellesley first won consideration and 
renown. It is not easy, perhaps, at this period of time 
to appreciate tte extraordinary interest with which it 
was viewed by coBtemporary olreervers, but it deserves to 
be remarked that these impressions were by no means 
confined to the shores of Britain. In the negotiations 
for the peace of Amiens the French plenipotentiaries 
repeatedly specified the conquest of Mysore as counter- 
balancing the continental triumphs of Napoleon him- 
seH and the argument was acknowledged by Mr, Fox 
and bis party to be founded on substantial reason. 

We have now, within little more than two years of 
Colonel Wellesley's first landing at Calcutta, accompanied 
bb rising fortunts to the point of independent and al- 
most viceregal command. In July, lV98, he was 
actual Governor of Seringapatam and Mysore, — that is 
to say, of territories nearly ecjuivalent to Tippoo's late 
kingdom ; and as General Harris, on returning to the 
Presidency, bad, in obedience to ordera, surrendered to 
him the command in chief of the army of occupation, 
the civil and military authorities were united in his 
single person. The use which he made of these discre- 
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lionary powers, and the account to which he turned 
such extraordinary opportunities of developing, correct- 
ing, and matuiing his natural talents for organization 
and command, may be readily conceived. For some 
months he was now actively engaged in reconstituting 
the various departments of an Administration wholly 
disorganized by the overthrow of its chief ; he selected 
and appointed oflScers in every capacity, giving prefer- 
ence to those who had faithfully discharged their duties 
under the former regime ; he repaired roads, opened 
communications, attended to the claims of every class 
of the population, and executed with admirable sagacity 
all the functions of a Governor. Of the assiduity and 
talents which he brought to the performance of his du- 
ties his correspondence during this period with Colonel 
Close, the Resident at Mysore, contains copious illustra- 
tion ; but his services were soon to be again demanded 
in that capacity which was more peculiarly and memor- 
ably his own. 

It is a characteristjc of Oriental life that a few deeds 
of daring and a few turns of fortune will suffice to con- 
vert a freebooting adventurer into a popular captain, a 
mighty chief, and a recognised sovereign. Hyder Ali 
himself bad been little more, and the existing rights of 
some princes of India are denved trom a similar title. 
Scarcely had Tippoo's standard been overthrown when 
it was raised again by a rival, who, but for the oppor- 
tune antagonism of Wellesley, might have repeated on 
a larger scale the pretensions and aggressions of the 
Mysorean usurper. The name of this desperado was 
Dhoondiah Waugh. Having been unable, even dur- 
ing Tippoo's life, to restrain his predatory propensities, 



cji-vGtx)^le 



DHOONDIAH WAITOH. 41 

he had been incarcerated in Seringapatam, and was 
only released at the geDcral deliverance which attended 
our coDquest of the capital. On escaping from his 
dungeon he betciok himself to the district of Bednore, 
on the Mahratta frontier, collected a numerous force 
from the dishanded levies of the Sultann, and proceeded 
to lay the country under contrihution afl«r the usual 
fashioa of such aspirants. On being pursued by a 
British detachment he crossed the frontier, and ensconced 
himseJf in a territory which it was then thought very 
undesirable to violate. Just at this conjuncture Colonel 
Wellestey received an offer which might have exercised 
coDsiderahle influence on his subsequent career. It had 
been resolved to attempt, though by negotiation rather 
than force, (he reduction of the Dutch settlement at 
Batavia, and the military command of the expedition 
was placed by Lord Mornington at the disposal of his 
brother. As the appointment was eventually declined, 
little notice would have been due to the incident but 
for the indirect testimonies which it elicited to Colonel 
Wellesley's services. Lord Clive, then Governor of 
Madras, dissuaded, in emphatic terms, the removal of a 
commander so indispensable to the peace of the Presi- 
dency, and Colonel Close alludes to the mere report of 
the project with expressions of unfeigned alarm, Wel- 
lesley himself remitted the question to the judgment of 
Lord Clive, not conceahng his appreciation of the op- 
portunity, but resolutely postponing all other considera- 
tions to those of the public service, and candidly avow- 
ing that Dhoondiah's progress was taking a very se- 
rious turn indeed. His disinterestedness on this occsr- 
sion su^ested the most advantageous policy be could 
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possibly Lave adopted, for if Dhoondiali, whose foi tunes 
were watched by a, far moi'e powertiil foe, had b«pn 
permitted to gather strength, either om Indian empiio 
must have been crushed in ils infancy, or the glonei uf 
the Mahratta war must have been gathered by othei 
bands than those of Wellesley. 

In point of fact, at the moment of writing the des- 
patches with his conclusions on this cnttcal subject, 
Colonel Wei I^ley was in the field imDhoondiah's track. 
Towards the end of May ho had put his troops m motion 
against this rapadous marauder, who, having assumed 
the title of " King of the Two Worlds," had appeared 
in imposing force «i the borders of Mysore, alarming 
the well affected, enlisting the malcontents, and ravaging 
the whole country before him. There was, indeed, little 
likelihood that he would affect to make head against 
Colonel Wellesley's force in open field, but his troops 
were almost wholly composed of light cavalry and artil- 
lery, extremely difficult to overtake, and the seat of war, 
which was the " Dooab," or space between two rivers 
called the Kistnah and Toombudra, was peculiarly cal- 
culated to facilitate his plans. The countiy was inter, 
sected in all directions by rivers, which swelled prodi- 
giously after rains, it was under no regular government, 
and bad been exhausted by Dhoondiah'a previous ravages. 
The exertions, tlierefore, of Colonel Wellesley in this, 
the first campaign which he ever directed in person, 
were turned to the means of concentrating his detach- 
ments in this difficult region, of provisioning his troops, 
and of either "running down" his adversary by rapid 
movements, or suiprising him by adroit manceuvres. 
A subject of extreme importance was the disposition 
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likely to ba entertained at the Matratta Court of Poohah, 
since the instructions of the British commander now 
empowered him to cross the frontier, if necessary, in 
pursuit of his antagonist—a step which he foresaw might 
entail a Mahratta war. The Peishwa, however, profess- 
ed his readiness to co-operate in the campaign, hut his 
contingent was rout«d by Dhoondiah with such promp- 
titude, that little positive service was experienced from 
our allies, who would, there was little doubt, have de- 
clared against us on any of those reverses rendered so 
probable by the difficulties of the campaign. For several 
weeks Dhoondiah, by doubling and countermarching, 
succeeded in eluding his pursuers, and it seemed doubt- 
ful how long the expedition might he protracted, when 
Colonel Wellesley received an «ffer from a native to 
terminate the whole business by a stroke of a poniard. 
His reply was as follows : — " To ofl'er a public reward 
by proclamation for a man's life, and to make a secret 
bargain to have it taken away, are two different things ; 
the one is to be done ; the other, in my opinion, cannot, 
by an officer at the bead of his troops." The contest 
was continued, therefore, on even terms. More than 
once did the British commander succeed ia driving his 
advt-rsary info a position from which there appeai'cd no 
escape, but as often did the wily freebooter defeat the 
imperfect vigilance of our allies, or avail himself of some 
unforeseen opportunity for eluding his pnrsuers. At 
length, on the 10th of September, 1800, after two 
months of a campaign in which he had extemporized 
from his own resources all the means of the commis- 
sariat and engineer department, aad had s 
army almost by his own skill. Colonel Y 
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upon the camp of his enemy. Though the whole force 
with hliu at that moment consisted but of four regi- 
ments of cavalry, harasaed and overworked by constant 
marching, he at once " made a dash" at his prey, and 
put bis army to the rout by a single charge, in encoun- 
tering which Dhoondiah. fell. The corpse of " his Majesty" 
being recognized, was lashed to a galloper gun and 
carried back to the British camp, but a certain item of 
the spoil deserves more particular mention. Among 
the baggage was found a hoy about four years old, 
who proved to be the favourite son of Dhoondiah. 
Colonel Wellesley took charge of the child himself, 
carried him to hia own tent, protected him through his 
boyhood, and, on quitting India, left a sum of money in 
the hands of a tnend to be applied to his use. 

This little war, if such a term can be applied to any 
hostilities in a country like India, was a simple rehearsal, 
both in chsract«r and result, of the great expeditions 
which were to follow. Against any antagonist but 
Wellesley it ia highly probable that Dhoondiah's auda- 
city and enterprise might have established him in a 
dominion equal to that of the Mahratta chieft, whose 
power, indeed, had risen from an origin not dissimilar. 
At this njoment the authority of the Peiahwa was clearly 
on the deciine, and threatened speedily to fall to the 
strongest, nor was there any reason why Dhoondiah 
should not have competed with Scindiah himself for the 
prize. The success of the recent campaign at once ter- 
minated ail these risks, and confirmed Colonel Wellesley 
in an extraordinary reputation both with the native 
Courts and the British Government. The former were 
peculiarly qualified to apprecial* such a victory as he 
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had recently achieved, and the latter could not withhold 
their testimonies to the abilities by which the brother 
of the Governor-General had justified the appointments 
conferred npon him. In fact, though 'still a simple 
colonel, Arthur Wellesley was already, as he himself 
expressed it, "at the top of the tree," being intrusted 
with commisaioua above his rank, and honoured with 
the entire confidence of those whom he served. His 
attention, after the fall of Dhoondiah, had been directed 
under the ever present apprehenaiou of Mahratta policy, 
to the Court of Poonah, but the jealousies subsisting 
between the Peishwa and his own fendatories, especially 
Scindiah, superseded forthe moment any intrigues against 
the British dominion, and Colonel Wellesley was pre- 
paring to neutrafize the ambition of the confederacy by 
supporting one of its members against the other, when 
events occurred which severely tested his moral forti- 
tude, and which threatened at one time a serious inter- 
ruption of his professional career. 

It was in the autumn of the year 1800. Napoleon 
had struck down the powers of the continent, and was 
devising means for restoring to the French army in 
Egypt the resources they had lost by Nelson's victory 
of the Nile. In the eyes of Englishmen of those days, 
Egypt was always considered in the light of a high 
road to India ; nor was it ever imagined that Napo- 
leon's views in this direction could be bounded by the 
Red Sea. When, therefore, the force under Sir Ralph 
Abercromby was despatched to counterbalance the an- 
ticipated expedition of Napoleon, a scheme was conceiv- 
ed of making India contribute to its own security, by 
taking the French in rear, while Abercromby's army at- 
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tacked them in front. In pursuance of this remarkable 
plan, originally suggested, we believe, by the Marquis 
Wellealey himself, a force, composed of detachments 
from the Indian armies, was to sail westward, to rendez- 
vous at Mocha, to proceed thence to Cosseir, and to 
carry their co-operation across the Desert to the scene 
of war. The conception was actually executed ; but so 
serious were the delays, in an enterprise without prece- 
dent, or parallel, that the expedition only arrived at 
Cairo on the lOth of August, 1801, three months after 
the capitulation of General Eelliard at that city had ex- 
tinguished the prospects of the French in Egypt With 
the expedition itself, therefore, not only as having been 
superfluous, but as not having included Colonel Welles- 
ley among the officers employed, our present subject 
Las little concern ; but the circumstances attending its 
execution touched the fortunes of the future hero in 
some critical points, and served to display his constitu- 
tional qualities in a very instructive degree. 

We have mentioned that among the expeditions 
projected by the Indian Government was one directed 
against Batavia. On the intelligence of Napoleon's de- 
monstralioBs against our eastern possessions this scheme 
was abandoned, and it was resolved to substitute ope- 
rations more immediately calculated to io^ede the ad- 
vances of the French. With these views, a force of 
about 5,000 troops was collected at Trincomalee, in 
Ceylon, not with any fixed destination, but for the pur- 
pose of being thrown on such points as might be con- 
sidered most advisable. Of this force Colonel Welles- 
ley received the command, and he repaired accordingly 
to Trincomalee, from the theatre of his recent services in 



cji-vGtx)^le 



AaaUMEB BESPONSIBILITT. 47 

Mysore. At the time of his arrival it was thought that 
the Mauritius offered the most promising point of atr 
tack ; but the young commander soon discovered reasons 
for discarding this opinion, and had communicated his 
conclusions to the Governor-General, when he received 
intelligence which he permitted to decided his move- 
ments at once. A despatch from the home government 
had been forwarded to the Governor-General, directing 
the immediate preparation of the expedition mentioned 
above, and containing an authority for the prompt ex- 
ecution of the scheme, if eireumstaneea should so advise, 
without waiting for instructions from Calcutta. A copy 
of this despatch had been left with the Governor of 
Madras, who transmitted it, without any directions of 
his own, to Colonel Wellesley at -Jrincomalee. The 
situation thus created was one of great delicacy and re- 
sponsibility. Colonel Wellesley was convinced from th^ 
terms of the despatch that the expedition to Egypt 
must be immediately executed. He was perfectly 
aware that the troops under his command formed the 
only force available for the service ; and he also knew 
that the destination now specially ordered had been 
among those contemplated for his detachment. Before 
he could receive from Calcutta any instructions founded 
on the despatch, four or five precious weeks would be 
sacrificed, and the aid of the expiring monsoon would 
be lost to his voyage. On the other hand, it required 
extraordinaiy confidence to assume so important a com- 
mand, and to anticipate the orders of Government on a 
point of such serious magnitude. Colonel Wellesley's 
decision was characteristic. Relying, perhaps, partly on 
his brother's good opinion, but mainly, as we may 
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fairly conceive, oa the zeal for the service which had 
evidently prompted the resolution, he issued the neces- 
sary orders of his own authority, and set sail with the 
foree under hia command for the shores of the Red 
Sea. Learning, however, from the naval officers that 
the voy^e would not be materially protracted by touch- 
ing at Bombay, he resolved on adopting that course, for 
the double purpose of revjctualling the transports and 
of receiving overland orders from the Governor-General, 
to whom he had immediately forwarded a statement of 
Ills iQientions. On his arrival at Bombay he had the 
mortification to find his proceedings condemned, and 
himself superseded in bis command. 

From the light now thrown upon this subject by 
the Duke's despatches, we can perceive that the Govei^ 
nor-General, though privately acknowledging the sub 
stantiai wisdom of his brother's decision, conceived that 
the general effect of the precedent, if uneensured, would 
more than counterbalance the advantages directly de- 
rivable, on any recurrence of a similar exigency. The 
actual supercessioD, however, of Colonel Wellesley, was 
not intended to carry a penal character. The Governor 
General had concluded, with obvious reason, that a 
command so important as the projected expedition in- 
volved should be ^ven to a general officer, and he had, 
in fact, already selected General Baird for the appoint- 
ment, while still under the impression that the troops 
were at Trincomalee, and that Batavia would be their 
fittest destination. In these conclusions it is not diffi- 
cult to hold with the Govemof-General ; but, on the 
other hand, Colonel Wellesley flrgued that the decision 
on the point of standing required in the eomnianding 
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officer should h»ve been taken at the first notification 
of the appointmait; that he had been publicly ia- 
trusted with the command in question, although it waa 
thought possible that Egypt might be the destination 
of the expedition ; that lie had been recalled for this 
purpose from a luci'ative and honourable commission 
in Mysore ; and that to supersede him without cause 
given by his own default was seriously to injure hia re- 
putation and prospects. His behaviour under these 
circumstances was iighlj characteristic and exemplary. 
Lord Mornitigton rightly considered that, apart firom the 
good of the service, it concerned his brother's profes- 
sional character that he should not be positively ex- 
cluded from an expedition of this active kind, and he 
therefore offei'ed him the appointment of second in 
command to General Baird, at the same time leaving 
him the option of returning to his post in Mysore. The 
jealousies previously created between General Baird and 
Colonel Wellesley aggravated the unpleasantness of the 
affair, but under the obvious su^estions of the situa- 
tion Colonel Wellesley had no doubts. He recorded 
his own annoyance, and Bis sense of the injustice he 
conceived himself to have suffered ; bnt he remained 
at his post at Bombay, sent pledges of his cordial co- 
operation to General Baird, and, on hearing that the 
work had-a«tually commenced in Egypt, prepai'ed. him- 
self again to anticipaffi his superior oflScer by starting 
for the Red Sea vrithout delay. ." You will have seen," 
says he in a private letter to his brother Henry, "how 
much this resolution will annoy me, but I have never 
bad much value for the public spirit of any man who 
[loefi not sacrifice his private views s 
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when it is neceasaiy." This was written on. the 25th oi 
March, 1801 ; but on the same evening Colonel Wel- 
lesley was seized with a fever at Bombay, aud wholij 
disabled from embarltlDg on the expedition at all. In 
this annoying conjuncture he addressed Genera! Baird 
with great candour and generosity of sentiment, and 
enclosed him a memorandum on his operations in the 
Red Sea, evincing in a most remarkable degree the re- 
search and reflection he had expended on his anticipated 
command. These events, discouraging as they ap- 
peared, proved ultimately calculated, as the reader ia 
aware, to develope even more signally than before the 
genius they seemed to repress. Colonel Wellesley re- 
turned to his command in Mysore, not for a service oi 
inaction or routine, b«t to plan and conduct the operations 
of a war so extensive as to demand the highest efforts 
of prafessional skill, and so successful as to establish con- 
dusiveiy the supremacy of Britain in the East. 

We delineated in a foregoing portion of this me- 
moir the nature and extent of the empire or confederacy 
of the Mahrattas, which now constituted the only powei 
irora which the British Government had anj'thing to 
dread. Though no permanent tranquillity was ever tc 
have been anticipated by the side of these formidable 
rivals, yet so averse were the British authorities to war, 
and so eager to maintain the peace conducive to mercan- 
tile prosperity, that the Governor-General would willingly 
have retarded to the utmost the inevitable rupture, had 
not drcumstanws clearly demonstrated the expediency 
of immeiliate action. Independently of the apprehen- 
sions created by their immense resources and their in- 
!, the Mahrattas were evoking a) 
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this moment tte dreaded vision of French influence 
and ascendency. Though the peace of Amiens had 
cheeked the overt operations of our redoubtable rivals, 
their intrigues were continued with characteristic tena- 
city. Napoleon had sent Decaen to India with sdiet 
injunctiona to provide for war while observing the sti- 
pulations of peace. Nor was this all ; for Perron, a 
French adventurer, who had ai-rived in Hindostan twenty 
years previously, as a petty officer in Suffrein's squadron, 
was rising rapidly to the command of the whole Mah- 
ratta forces. He had disciplined and armed some 
16,000 or 20,000 men for Scindiah's service, who were 
officered by his own countrymen, and who were not 
inferior to the trained battalions of the Company. His 
influence with Scindiah was so unbounded as actually 
to excite jealousy among the Mahratta chiefe ; and if 
he had possessed the national spirit of Dupleix, or been 
opposed by any less a soldier than Arthur Wellesley, 
it is not too much to conceive that our Eastern empire 
might have hung upon a thread. So formidable even 
of itself was the Mahratta power, that nothing but the 
fortunate antagonism of the Afighana could have aaved 
us from a rivalry which, in the infancy of our dominion, 
must have been fatal, and such an imposing mass of 
strength was now constituted by this addition of Euro- 
pean discipline, that we may well rejoice in the destiny 
which reserved the struggle for the hero of Asaaye, 

Beyond the probabilities inseparable from Oriental 
policy, there was no reason for presuming that the se- 
veral chiefe of the Mahratta nation had concerted any 
designs against the British Government. At that mo- 
ment their intrigues had found a more immediate ob- 



cji-vGtx)^le 



62 TUB DUKK OF WELLINGTON. 

ject io the headship of dieir own confederacy, ^e 
Peishwa — their nominal lord — was rapidly losing the 
power which had been usurped from the original sove- 
reigns, and three of his sons, great feudatoriea, were 
preparing to contest his place. The Gnicowar, having 
more to feat than to hope from his brethren, had per- 
mitted himself to be detached-from their councils into 
an allianM with ourselves, which has subsisted to the 
present day ; but Scindiah, Holkar, and the Berar Ka- 
jah were all xesolute competitors for the supreme seat 
at Poonab. From these circumstances the British 
GoTCmment drew both the motives and means of ac- 
tion. The most powerful candidate was Scindiah, 
whose success, as we have shown above, would have 
virtually resnlted in the establishment of French influ- 
ence on a most formidable scale. This consummation, 
therefore, was, if possib!e,*to be averted, and the Gov- 
ernor-General hoped that by conceding to the Peish- 
wa that support which, in his weakness and peril, he 
had begged at our hands, and, by playing off against 
each other the mutual jealousies of his rivals, we might 
succeed, at least for a time, in obviating the dangers 
descried. 

With these views a considerable force, under the 
command of General Stuart, was collected on the fron- 
tier of the Poonab territory, recently the scene of 
Dhoondiah's exploits This vtas to sene the doul 1h 
purpose of demonatrahng our strength icd protectinir 
our own pronnies while a detichment about 7000 
strong was to enter the dominions of the Peishwi fir 
more active to-operalion with that pnnce It wai m 
November, 1802, that Major General Wellcley (for 
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such, since April previous, had been his rank) received 
intelligence that an army was to be collected at the 
point in question. He had then been for eighteen 
months unobtrusively but vigorously engaged in the 
government of Mysore, to which, as we saw, he return- 
ed after being disappointed of his Egyptian command. 
The results of his administration were immediately 
conspicuous in the facilities of .communication and un- 
exampled copiousness of his supplies. The resources 
of Madras were outdone by the productiveness of My- 
sore. Though not yet aware that the direction of ac- 
tive operations was to devolve upon himself, his exer- 
tions were unremitting, and the interest he instinctively 
felt in the expedition will be seen in a remarkable 
journal which he kept of his daily proceedings, and 
which is published in the firet volume of his despatches. 
So involuntarily was he engrossed by the idea of the 
campaign, that he even sketched out a plan of action 
for the benefit of the officer who might be employed. 
In point of fact, however, there could be but one 
opinion on this point Whatever m^ht be the reluc- 
tance entertained to part with General Wellesley from 
Mysore, or whatever the jealousies suggested by his 
rapid use, it was perfectly undeniable that he, not only 
from his military talents, but from the peculiar know- 
ledge he had acquired, both of the country and of the 
enemy with which we had to deal, was marked out for 
the appointment in querition. He received it accord- 
ingly, in February, 1803, and, as his commission was 
extended four months afterwards to the supreme mili- 
tary and political charge of British affairs on the scene 
of operations,' he found himself now invested with a 
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command almost aa responsible aa those which he was 
afterwards to hold in Europe. 

There was, aa we observed, no declaration of war 
at this moment between tbe Mahrattaa and the Bri- 
tish, nor waa tht force of tbe detachment originally 
sent into the Peishwa's territory in any degree mea- 
sured by the known resources of the Mahratta chiefe, 
although their open ho^ility was a matter of probable 
occurrence. The imnaediate object of General Wel- 
lesley was to protect the Peishwa from summary de- 
thronement, a result which he accomplished by a skil- 
ful and rapid movement upon Poonah. After the 
establishment of the legitimate authority by this open 
demonstration of British alliance, and by tbe encour- 
agement of well-disposed vassals, the proceedings of 
the British were to be regulated by the attitude of the 
refractory chiefe ; and this attitude grew daily so me- 
nacing, that the Goveraor-Gieneral resolved to attempt 
his ulterior objects of dispersing M. Perron's battalions 
and circumscribing the enormous pretensions of Scin- 
diah. Accordingly, while Lake took the field in Hin- 
dostan for the memorable campaign of Laawarree, 
General Wellesley waa invested, as we have said, with 
full powers to commence active operations against the 
Mahratta forces in the Deccan. The force at his com- 
mand for these purposes consisted of about 10,000 men 
of all arras, Europeans and natives, including the 19th 
dragoons, and the 74th regiment of foot He had de- 
sired that his old corps, the 33d, should be attached to 
his division, but circumstances prevented the arrange- 
ment The duty of co-operating with his movements 
devolved on Colonel Stevenson, an excellent officer, who 
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commanded for this purpose the suhsidiary force of the 
Hizam, which, by the addition of the 94th regiment, 
had been raised to about the same strength as General 
Wellesley's division. 

In the ensuing campaign General Wellesley's duties 
consisted in so combining his movements that none of 
his detachments were taken at a disadvantage, that the 
peculiar qualities of the British troops might be turned 
to the best account, and that the difficulties of Indian 
warfare might be obviated by wary provision, or sur- 
mounted by vigorous enterprise. It was now that his 
contemporaries had the opportunity of observing his 
singular faculties of foresight and his extraordinary 
aptitude in all departments of his profession. In his 
affair with Dhoondiah he had accurately noted the cha- 
racteristics (rf native warfare, the chief features and ser- 
viceable points of the country, the strength of the forta, 
and the course, depth, and periodical variations of the 
rivers. Prom these observations he had conceived his 
plans of a Mahratta campaign. Selecting a season 
when the rivem were not fordable, he turned this fea- 
ture of the country to the advant^;e of the Briti^ by 
preparing boats and pontoons, witb which he knew the 
enemy would he unprovided. His despal«hes contain 
the most minute instructions for the fabrication of these 
bridges and boats, for the establiahmeBt of particular 
ferries, and for their protection by proper guards. 
Aware that a native army relied on the superior rapidi- 
ty of its movements, he had been indefatigable in im- 
proving the breed of draught-bullocks by the aid of 
Tippoo's famous ato«U ; and he had resolved, when oc- 
casion came, to discard the traditional rules of raarch- 
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mg Olid haltmg The forts be observed were sirong 
enough if w 11 defended lo giie senou' troull and 
too iiumeriua to he besieged m form He gave or leri 
therefore by way of conveying an adequate idea of 
Bntish prowess that one oi two of them should be 
tamed by simple ea lUde and th^t an examjle shouH 
be mide ot the girnsoii m casn of any despeiate it 
sistance. These tactics were completely suceeasiiil. A 
Mahratta chief wrote lo his friend as follows : — " These 
English are a strange peopk, and their general a won- 
derful man. They came in here this morning, looked at the 
Pettah wall, walked over it, tilled all the garrison, and 
returned to breakfast Who can withstand them V 
The result was that the strongest forts in the country 
were afterwards taken with bttle or no loss of life OD 
either side. 

Meantime the demonstrations of the great Mahratta 
chiefs grew more and more overtly hostile. For the 
main body of Scindiah's troops Lake was finding ample 
work between Delhi and Agra, but a force including 
10,000 of his disciplined infantry was hovering over 
the Deccan ; Holkar, though he had hitherto retired 
before the British, was known to be dangerous, and the 
Rajah of Berar was morethansuspectedof sharing their 
common views. The object, therefore, was first to 
compel these chieftains to an avowal of their intentions, 
and next, in the event of the probable result, to bring 
them to a decisive action. The plenary authority which 
General Wellesley received on the 26th of June ena- 
bled him to cut short the negotiations which had been 
purposely protracted, and to reduce Sciadiah to his 
proper character. Alter some wearisome manceuvres 
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he at length learnt that ihe enemy was on the north 
bank of the Godavery, meditating a swoop oa Hy- 
derahad. " If the river," he now wrote, " does not 
become fordable six weeks sooner than usual, I hope to 
strike a blow against .their myriads of horse in a few 
days," This was on the 30th of August On the 21st 
of September, having received more particular informa- 
tion, he concerted measures with Colonel Stevenson 
that one should take a western route and the other an 
eastern, and both fail together from opposite quarters 
on the enemy's camp early on the 24th. The next day 
the two divisions diverged aeeordingly, and pursued 
their respective routes, when on the 23d General Wel- 
lesley learnt from his spies that the Mahratta cavalry 
had moved off, but that the infantry were still encamp- 
ed at about six miles distance. Pushing on with his 
dragoons he presently descried not only the infentry, 
but the entire army of the Mahrattas in the Deccan, 
numbering at least 50,000 combatants, and strongly 
posted, with 100 pieces of cannon before the fortified 
village of AsBAYE. 

At this critical moment of his fortunes the force 
which General Wellesley had in hand, including the 
inftintry which was coming up, did not exceed 4,500 
men ; his few light guns were utterly unable to make 
head against the tremendous batteries of the Mahratta;*, 
and his draught cattle, notwithstanding the pains he 
had expended on them, were sinking under the severity 
of the campaign. His resolution, however, was taken 
at once, and without measuring the relative proportion 
of the two armies, or waiting for Colonel Stevenson to 
share the perils and glories of the field, he gave instant 
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orders for the attact. Owing to a n 
instructions, bia precautionary directions for avoiding 
the most menacing points of the Mahriitta position 
were disr^arded, and the battle was won with a terri- 
ble carnage with tlie bayonet alone, exactly like some 
of the actions recently witnessed with the Sikhs. But 
nothing could be more decisive than the victoiy ob- 
tained, which not only at once brought Scindiah to 
t«rms, but served, in the estimation of competent 
judges, to proclaim beyond reach of further chal- 
lenge the military supremacy of the British. Taught 
by our example, and the aid of European officers, the 
natives had gradually brought their armies to an appa- 
rent equality with our own. The cumbrous and ill- 
served artillery trains, the unwieldy masses and irregu- 
lar hordes of onr early antagonists, had now given 
place to disciplined battalions formed of the same ma- 
terial as those of the Company, and to batteries of 
deadly strength, manned by skilful and devoted gun- 
ners. It now remained to be seen whether the success 
of the British arms depended on any element inaccessi- 
ble to native emulation, and this enigma was solved, 
once and for all, by Wellesley at Assays. With forces 
almost as numerically disproportionate as those of Clive, 
he had surpassed the glories of Arcot and Plaasey 
against an enenjy far more formidable than Chunda 
Sahib, or Suraj-a-Dowlah. With all odds but those of 
science and spirit against him, he had maintained and 
confirmed the prestige supers titiously attached to the 
arms of England, and to fbis, the first pitched battle in 
which he ever commaaded, has been plansibly traced 
the establishment of that ascendency which we enjoy 
in India to this very day. 
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Though it was clear, both to British and Mahntttas, 
that the whole campaign waa virtually decided by such 
a triumph as that of Assaye, yet the native chiefe, who, 
as Wellesley on tliis occasion deaeribed them, were 
" rashneaa personified," evinced resolutions of provoking 
yet another batde. Scindiah, it is true, under the combi- 
ned teaching of Wellesley and Lake, had received a lesson 
which, to the latest days of his life, he never foi^t ; 
but the Kajah of Berar was still in the field, and as 
General Wellesley two months afterwards was oa the 
Mahratta track to compel adherence to the covenanted 
stipulations, and to clear the country of any dangerous 
gatherings, he came one evening upon the whole re- 
maining force of the enemy, drawn up in battle array 
before the village of Ai^um, to renew again the ex- 
periment of September. Considering that since the 
last battle the British had been strengthened almost as 
much as they themselves had been weakened, it was a 
forlorn hazard, yet a body of Persian cavalry in the 
Berar service made a desperate charge on the Euro- 
pean regiments, and Scindiah's horsemen, who, not- 
withstanding the recent treaty, were found in the ranks 
of our adversaries, made a show of supporting the attack. 
The advance of the British line, however, was not 
waited for by the main body of the Mabrattas, who in 
the hopeless confusion abandoned their guns and fled, 
but only to fall, through the long hours of a moonlight 
night, under the sabres of their pursuers. 

With these operations, the capture of some strong- 
holds, and the surprise and deatruetion. of a new com- 
petitor for Dhoondiah's fame, ended our firet Mahratta 
war, in which, owing to the genius and enei^ofour 
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genetaU, we had prostrated, witli incredible rapidity, 
that redoubtable foe wliose enmity had been for years 
the traditional dread of the Indian Government. Th« 
peraonal contributions of Wellesley towards this consum- 
mation were well appreciated by those most intimately 
concerned. The British inhabitants of Calcutta voted 
him a valuable sword, the native population of Sering- 
apatam received him with unfeigned congratulations on 
his return, and upon hU departure from India, which 
soon followed, the thanks, the addresses, and the offer- 
ings of civilians, soldiers, and presidencies poured upon 
him in quick succession. A yet more remarliable tes- 
timony to the value of his services may be gathered 
from the opinions of that mighty antagonist with whom, 
at a future day, he was to compete in deadly grapple 
for the championship of the world. While Wellesley 
was clearing the Deccan of England's last enemies. 
Napoleon Vas mustering the whole resources of his 
empire on the heights of Boulogne for a descent on the 
island of his hate. The flotilla was ready, the camps 
were formed, and the conveying squadron anxiously ex- 
pected from the west, when, at this very moment, with 
a vision of conquest before his eyes, he wavered, as we 
are now told by his latest biographer, for some weeks 
together, between the ideas of destroying us by invasion 
or attacking us through the side of India by reviving 
theMahratta war! 

It was in the month of September, 1805, that Sir 
Arthur Wellesley — after an absence of nine years, dur- 
ing which his sei'vicea in the East had earned him a 
Major-Generalship, the Knighthood of the Bath, the 
thanks of the King and Parliament, and a confirmed 
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professional reputation — landed once more on the 
shores of England. Between this period and his de- 
parture on those memorable campaigns with which his 
name will be immortally connected there elapsed an 
interval in the Duke's life of nearly three years, which 
a seat in Parliament, an Trish Secretaryship, and a 
Privy Councillorship enahled him to turn actively to 
account. His proper talents, however, were not over- 
looked, apd he bore his part in those notable " expe- 
ditions" which were then conceived to measure the 
military power of England. His arrival from India had 
exactly coincided with the renewal of the war against 
France by the third European coalition — a compact to 
which England was a party. Our specific duties in 
these alhances were usually limited to the supply of 
ships and money. We swept the ocean with our 
fleets, and we subsidized the great Powers whose forces 
were actually in the field. As to the British army 
itself that had been hitherto reckoned among the con- 
tingents of second and third-rate States, which might 
be united perhaps for a convenient diversion, but which 
could make no pretension to service in the great Euro- 
pean lice of battle. At the beginning of the war these 
demonstrations had usually been made on the coasts of 
France, but they were now principally directed against 
the northern and southern extremities of the Continent, 
and for these reasons : — the dominion, actual or con- 
fessed, of Napoleon, against which the contest was 
undertaken, embraced ail the porta of Europe, from the 
Texel to Genoa, while his battle array extended along 
the length of the Ehine. 'ITie masses, therefore, of the 
Austrian and Russian hosts were moved directly against 
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France from the east, and to the minor allies was left 
the charge of penetrating either upwards irora Naples, 
or downwards from Swedism Poroerania, to the theatre 
of action. Sometimes detachments from Gibraltar and 
Malta disembarked in Italy in conjnnefion with Rus- 
sians from Corfu and Neapolitans from Calabria, and 
sometimes we lauded in Haaover to compose a joint 
stock force with Swedes, Norwegians, and Finlandera, 
One of these latter espeditjons fell to the lot of Sir 
Arthur Wellesley immediately after his return, but with 
results even fewer than usual. The brigades were put 
on shore at Bremen at the close of 1805; but Napo- 
leon in the meantime had done his work so effectually 
on the Danube that our contingent returned to England 
after a few weeks' absence without striking a blow. 
Sir Arthur's next service was one of greater distinction. 
In 1807, when the British Ministry had boldly deter- 
mined upon anticipating Napoleon at Copenhagen by 
one of his own strokes of policy, the feelings of the 
Danes were consulted by the despatch of a force bo 
powerful as to justify a bloodless capitulation, and in 
this army Sir Arthur Wellesley received a command 
which brought under his charge the chief militarj- op- 
eration of the expedition. While the miiiu body was 
menacing Copenhagen a demonstration was observed 
on the part of the Danes agtunst the English rear, and 
Sir Arthur was detached to disperse their gathering 
battalions. This service he effectually performed by 
engaging them in their position ofKioge, and putting 
them to the rout with the loss of 1,600 prisoners and 
14 pieces of cannon. He was at^rwards intrusted 
with the n^otiations for the capitulation of the city — 
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a duty which was skilftilly discharged. This short 
episode in his mihtary life has been thrown into shadow 
by his mightier achievements ; but its merils were ao- 
knowledged by the special thanks of Parliament ; and 
M. Thiers, in his history, introduces Sir Arthur Welles- 
ky to French readers aa an officer who had certainly 
seen service in India, hut who was principally known 
by his able conduct at Copenhagen. 

At length, at the very moment when England 
seemed to be excluded from all participation in the 
military contests of the age, and the services of the 
British soldier appeared likely to be measured by the 
demands of colonial duty, events brought an opportu- 
nity to pass which ultimately resulted in one of the 
most memorable wars on record, and enabled Britain 
to support a glorious part in what, without figure of 
rhetoric, we may term the liberation of Europe. The 
coalition effected against France at the period of Sir 
Arthur Wellesley's return had been scattered to the 
winds under the blows of Napoleon. Russia had been 
partly driven and partly inveigled into a concert of 
politics with her redoubtable adversaiy ; Austria had 
been put Aors de combat, and Prus.fia was helplessly 
prostrate. To complete the concern experienced at this 
prospect of universal dominion Napoleon had availed 
himself of the occasion to seize and appropriate the 
whole of the Spanish Peninsula. Under the preteaca 
of a treaty with Spain for the partition of Portugal he 
had poured his troops inlo the former country, overrun 
the latter, and then repudiated the stipulations of his 
compact by retaining undivided possession of the prize. 
A few months later he established himself in a similar 
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authority at Madrid, and made open avowa! of his in- 
tentions by bestowing on his own brother the inheiit- 
ance of the Spanish Bourbons. Scarcely, however, 
bad his projects been disclosed when he encountered a 
tempest of popular opposition ; the nations of the Pe- 
ninsula rose almost as one man ; a French army was 
compelled to capitulate, King Joseph decamped from 
Madrid, and Marshal Junot was with difficulty enabled 
to maintain himself in Lisbon. At the intelligence of 
this unexpected display of vigour England tendered her 
substantial sympatMca to fie Spanish patriots ; the 
overtures of their juntas were favourably received, and 
at length it was decided by the Portland Ministry that 
Portugal would be as good a point as any other on 
which to throw 10,000 troops, who were waiting at 
Cork for embai'cation on the next " expedition" sug- 
gesting ifselt Such was the origin of the Peninsular 
War — an enterprise at flist considered, and even for 
some time afterwards reputed, as importing little more 
to the interests or renown of the nation than a diversion 
at Stralsund or Otranto, but which now, enshrined in 
tJie pages of a famous history and viewed by the light 
of experience, will take its place among the most 
memorable contests which the annals of Europe record. 
Beyond doubt, the enthusiasm of ihe British nation at 
this conjuncture was unusually great, and there were 
not wanting arguments to prove that the contemplated 
expedition differed greatly in its promise from those 
heretofore recommended to favour. It was urged that 
Napoleon was now for the fii'st time encountered by 
strong popular opinion, and that the scene of action, 
8 a sea-girt territory, giving full scope for 
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the esercise of our naval supremacy. These observa- 
tions were sound, but it must needs have been expected 
by many that the " particular serrice" now announced 
to the nation would have the ordinary termination, and 
that the transports bound for Portugal would soon re- 
turn, as others had returned before them from St. Do- 
mingo and the Helder, from Quiheron Bay and Ferrol. 
Nor was it owing, indeed, either to the wisdom of the 
nation or the strength of the cause that sucK predictions 
were belied by the triumphs and glories of an immortal 

To comprehend the service now intrusted to Sir A. 
Wellesley it will be necessary to retain constantly in 
mind the circumstances and persuasions under which it 
was undertaken. The actual state of the countries 
which it was proposed to succour was only known 
from the exaggerated descriptions of the Spanish pa- 
triots, who represented themselves as irresistible in 
military strength, and as needing nothing but stores 
and money to expel the French from the Peninsula. 
Nothing was ascertained respecting Napoleon's actual 
force in these parts ; and, although it might reasonably 
have been inferred, fi^am the continental peace, that the 
whole hosts of the French Empire were disposable on 
the one side, and, from the contradictory reports of the 
Spanish envoys themselves, that neither unity nor in- 
telligence esisted on the other, these simple deductions 
were not drawn. The British Ministry had despatched 
the expedition without any purpose more definite than 
that of aiding in the resistance unexpectedly offered to 
France on the Peninsular territories. It had not been 
determined whether the landing should be effected in 
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Portugal -or Spain, and, with the latter country, indeed, 
we were nominally at war when the armament was de- 
creed. Neither was the single appointment which 
compensated all these deficiencies the result of any 
general or deliberate convictions. The nomination of 
Sir Arthur Wellesley to the command was chiefly due 
to the individual sagacity of Lord Castlereagh, whose 
judgment on this point was considerably in advance of 
that of other and higher authorifies. Even this ap- 
pointment itself, too, was intended to be nugatory, for 
Sir Arthur was to surrender the command to Sir Harry 
Burrard, who was in turn to make way for Sir Hew 
Dalryrople, andin the form which the expedition shortJy 
afterwards assumed no fewer than six genera! officers 
were placed above him, into whose hands the conduct 
of the war was ultimately to fall. 

True, however, to that spirit of hia profeEsion which 
forbade him to balance his own feelings against the 
good of the service or the decisions of the Government, 
Sir Arthur departed on his mission, preceding the ex- 
peditionary armament in a fast frigate, for the purpose 
of obtaining more information than was already pos- 
sessed respecting the destination to be given to it. 
With these views he landed on the coast, aBd conferred 
with the juntas directing the affairs of the insurrection. 
His inquiries soon proved conclusive if not satisfactory, 
and he decided with characteristic penetration, that "it 
was impossible to learn the tmth." In point of fact, 
at the moment when the expedition was hovering ir- 
resolutely between the Douro and the Tagua — that is 
to say at the conclusion of July, 1808 — the Spaniards 
had really experienced extraordinary success at Baylen ; 
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but this victory wis unknown to those who vaunted to 
Sir Arthur the mignitaJe of their forces, and whose 
ignorant vain glonousness wi"; instantly detected by his 
acate and imp-irtial iioion Diipont had been circum- 
vented in the south, hut the other French Generals had 
been easily victorious in the north, and a force was at 
hand under Napoleon sufficient to sweep the country 
between the Pyrenees and Madrid. The patriot I 
were miserably destitute of equipmecta and < 
and below theit reported strength even in mere num- 
bers ; their rulers were mostly devoid of any better 
qualities for the contest than national obstinacy and 
thoroughgoing hate, while as to unity of purpose or or- 
ganization of means there were no such features visible 
in any quarter of the Peninsula. Portugal offered 
somewhat better opportunities. Its geographical po- 
sition favoured the designs of the English commander, 
and its inteiiial conditions offered considerable induce- 
ments to a descent on these ]Varts. Junot, cut off from 
all communication with his colleagues in the Peninsula, 
was maintaining his ground with difficulty at Lisbon 
between the insurgents of Portugal and the menacing 
patriots of Spain. The troops under his command 
amounted to fuliy 25,000 men, but so many detach- 
ments were required for various services that his dis- 
posable force could only become formidable by virtue 
of greater military skill than he happened to possess. 
He himself lay with a large garrison at Lisbon, and on 
the first rumours of the British expedition he despatched 
General Loison with a movable column of some 7,000 
men, to scour the country, overwhelm the insurrection, 
and " drive the English into the sea." 
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After ascertaining and estimating these prospects 
to the best of bis power, Sir Arthur Wellesley decided 
on the disembarking his troops in Mondego Bay, about 
midway between Oporto and Lisbon — a resolution 
which he successfully executed at the beginning of Au- 
gust The force actually landed from the transports 
amounted to about 9,000 men ; but they were presently 
joined by that of anotJier httle expedition which had 
been operating in the south of Spain, and Sir Arthur 
thus found himself at the head of some 14,000 excel- 
lent soldiers. Besides these, however, the British Go- 
vemraent, as the design, of liberating the Peninsula 
gradually assumed substance and dignity, determined 
on despatching two others of their corps-errant, one of 
which, nearly 12,000 strong, under Sir John Moore, 
was in a state of discipline not inferior to that of Napo- 
leon's best brigades. 30,000 troops, therefore, were 
eventually to represent the arms of England in this 
memorable service ; but wisdom had to he learnt he- 
fore Wellesley was placed at their head, and it was with 
18,000 only, and a provisional command, that the great 
captain of the age commenced on the 9th of August his 
first maieh in the Peninsular War. 

The intention of Sir Arthur, who in the absence of 
his two seniors still retained the direction of affairs, was 
to march on Lisbon by the seacoast, in order to draw 
from the English store-ships in the ofBng those supplies 
which he had already discovered it was hopeless to ex- 
pect from the resources of Portugal itself; one of the 
earliest propositions of the Portuguese commander hav- 
ing suggested tliat his own troops should be fed from 
the British commissariat instead of the British troops 
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from his. Reinforced, if tLe term can be used, at this 
period with a small detachment of the native army, Sir 
Arthur now mustered nearly 16,000 sabres and bayo- 
nets. To oppose him, Loisoa had about 7,000 men, 
Lahorde about 5,000, and Junot, at headquarters, some 
10,000 more. Of these commanders Loison was on 
the left of the British route, and Laborde in front ; nor 
was Sir Arthur's information accurate enough to enable 
him to estimate the point or period of their probable 
junction. As events turned out, his military instinct 
had divined the course proper to be pursued, for hy 
pressing forward on Laborde he interposed himself be- 
tween this general and Loison, and encountered his 
enemies in detail. Laborde'a outposts at Ovidos were 
promptly driven in en the I5th and on the l"th Sir 
Arthircame up with hs antagonist oa the heigtls of 
Rohqa, and theie gainel the first action of the war. 
The engagement was sustained with great spirit; for 
Laborde though outnumbered availed himielf to the 
utmost of his strength of positaon nor was it without 
serious loss on both sides that he was at length com- 
pelled to retire. After this satisfactory essay of arms 
Sir Arthur prepared to meet Junot, who would, he was 
well aware, summon all his strength for the now in- 
evitable encountor, and who had in fact concentrated 
16,000 men with 21 guns at Torres Vedras, between 
Sir Arthur's position and Lisbon. Still moving by the 
coast, the British commander was fortunately reinforced 
on his march by one of the detachments despatched 
from home, as we before observ^, to participate in the 
expedition, and his force was thus augmented to 18,000 
effective men. With these means he proposed to turn 
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Junot's position at Torrea Vedras by passing between 
it and the sea witb his advanced guard, while the main 
body occupied the enemy's attention in front, so that 
the French general would either be cut off from Lisbon 
or driven to a precipitat« retreat. These able disposi- 
tions, however, were not brought to the test of tiial ; 
for at this moment Sir Hariy Bunard arrived off the 
coast, and, without quitting his ship or troubling him- 
self to confirm by hia own observation tbe representa- 
fjons of Sir Arthur, countei--ordered the proposed march, 
and gave directions for halting on the ground (hen oc- 
cupied — the hills of Vimiera — until the arrival of the 
other and larger mnforcement expected from England 
under Sir John Moore. 

Among the facts which Sit Arthuf had laboured to 
impress on hia intvactable superior, was that of the cer- 
tainty of immediately receiving the attach: which he 
wfis declining to ^ve — a conclusion which was promptr 
ly veiified by the appearance of Junot in battle array 
the very next mormng. The estimates, therefore, re- 
ipettively loimed by Sir Harry and Sir Arthur con- 
cemmg the relative capacities of the two armies were 
presently fo he ceitified by experience, and the decisive 
defeat of Junot at every point of his attack, with the 
less of 3 000 men and nearly all his artillery, might 
ha\e been thought ieaaive of the question in the eyes 
cf impartial observers Sir Harry, however, was still 
un onvmied anl m his iirm persuasion of ibe supe- 
riority of the Fren h refiised the permission now 
eirnestiy entreated !■> Sir Arthur to intercept the en- 
cumbered brigades ot the enemy, and complete his dis- 
c mflture by luttmi; ff his retreat to Torres Vedras. 



cji-vGtX)^le 



CONVENTION AT CINTEA, 11 

It was on this occasion that Sir Arthur, seeing the 
sacrifice of an opportunity which might have been 
turned to tho completion of the war, turned round and 
said to his staff—" Well, then, gentlemen, we may go 
now and shoot red-legged partridges." 

No sooner had this supercession of Sir Arthur Wel- 
lesley occurred than a second change took place in the 
command of the English force, and the arrangements 
of the British Government were notahiy exemplified by 
the arrival on the scene of Sir Hew Dalrymple, who im- 
mediately displaced Sir Henry Burraid, as Sir Henry 
Burrard hfuj displaced Sir Arthur Wellesiey. Unfortu- 
nately, the new general inclined to the opinions of his 
second in command, rather than to the more enterpris- 
ing tactics of the future hero of the Peninsula, and he 
persisted in the belief that Sir John Moore's corps should 
be allowed to come up before operations were recom- 
menced. The best commentary on Sir Arthur's advice 
is to be found in the fact that Junot himself presently 
proposed a suspension of arms, with a view to the com- 
plete evacuation of Portugal by the French. A con- 
vention, in fact, was concluded on these terms, at Cintra, 
within a fortnight after the battle; but so adroitly had 
Junot and his comradra availed themselves of the im- 
pressions existing at the British head-quarters that, 
though beaten in the field, they maintained in the ne- 
gotiatioES the ascendency of the stronger party, and 
eventually secured conditions far more favourable than 
they were entitled to demand. It happened that Sir 
Arthur Wellealey had been made, under Sir Hew Dal- 
lymple's immediate orders, the negotiating officer at the 
first agreement between the belligerents, and it was his 
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name which appeared at the foot of the instrument 
"When, therefore, the indijj^ation of Englishmeo was, 
with some justice, roused at this sacrifice of their tri- 
umpha, and the convention made the subject of official 
inquiry, General WelJesley incurred the first shock of 
public censure. Further investigation, however, not 
only exculpated him from all responsibility, but brought 
to light his earnest, though ineffectual endeavours, to 
procure a different result, and the country was soon 
satisfied that if the conqueror of Eoli^a and Vimiera 
had been undisturbed in his arrangements, the whole 
French army must have been prisoners of war. Yet, 
even as things stood, the success achieved was of no or- 
dinary character. The British soldiers had measured 
their aworda against some of the best troops of the Em- 
pire, and with signal suco^s. The " Sepoy General " 
had indisputably shown that hia powers were not lim- 
ited, i^ Oriental campaigns. He had efiected the dis- 
embarcation of his troops — always a most hazardous 
feat— without loss, had gained two well contested bat- 
tles; and in less than a single month had actually 
cleared the kingdom of Portugal of its invaders. The 
anny, with its intuitive, judgment, had formed a coiTeet 
appreciation of his services, and the field-ofiicers engaged 
at Vimiera testified their opinions of their commander 
by a valuable gift; but it was dear that no place .re- 
mained for General Wellesley under his new superiora, 
and he accordingly returned to England, bringing with 
him conceptions of Spanish affairs which were but too 
sjieedily verified by events. 

While Sir Arthur Wellesley, ■ having resumed his 
Irish Secretaryship and his seat in Parliament, was oc- 
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cupying himself with the civil duties of his ofBee, and 
endeavouring to promote a hetter comprehension of Pe- 
ninsular politics, an abrupt change of fortune had w^ol- 
ly reversed the relative pusitiuus of the French and 
English in those pai'ta. The successes of the summer 
and autumn had expelled Napoleon's forces from Portu- 
j;al, and from nearly nine-tenths of the territory of 
Spain, the onl}' ground still ixicupied by the invaders 
being a portion of the mountainous districts behind the 
Ebro. Thus, after sweeping the whole Peninsula before 
thtm by a single march, and establishing themselves at 
Madrid and Lisbon with less trouble than had been ex- 
perienced at Brussels or Amsterdam, the French armies 
found themselves suddenly driven back, hy a return tide 
of conquest, to the very foot of the Pyrenees ; and now, 
in like manner, the English, after gaining possession of 
Portugal in a month's campaign, and closing round 
upon their enemies in Spain as if to complete the victo- 
ry, were as suddenly hurled back again to the coast, 
while the Peninsula again passed apparently under the 
dominion of Napoleon, to be finally rescued by a strug- 
gle of tenfold severity. Sir Arthur Wellfsley quitted 
Portugal towards the end of September, leaving behind 
him a British force of some 30,000 men, committed to 
an indefinite co-operation with the Spanish patriots. 
At this period the remains of the French armies of oc- 
cupation wei'e, as we have said, collected behind the 
Ebro, in number, perhaps, about 50,000 or 60,000, 
while the Spanish forces, in numerical strength at least 
double, were disposed around them in a wide semicir- 
cular cordon, from Bilbao to Barcelona ; and it was 
conceived that an English army advancing from the 
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west would at once give the finishing' impulse to the 
campaign. But, in point' of fact, these appearances 
were on hotli aides delusive. The Spanish armies were 
deficient in every point but that of individual enthusi- 
asm. They were almost destitute of military provisions 
and were under no effective command. The adminis- 
tration of the countiy since the insurrection had been 
conducted by provincial juntas acting independently of 
each other, and, although an attempt had been made 
to centralize these powers by the organization of a su- 
preme junta at Aranjuez, little success had as yet attend- 
ed tlie experiment. The consequence was a total dis- 
traction of counsels, an utter confusion of g^ovemment, 
and a general spirit of self-will and insubordination, 
which the recent successes only tended to increase. 
Such was the true condition of the patriot forces. On 
the other hand, the French, though repulsed for the 
moment, were close to the inexhaustible resources of 
their own country ; and Napoleon, with a perfect ap- 
preciation of the scene before him, was preparing one 
of those decisive blows which none better than he knew 
how to deal, The army behind the Ebro had been 
rapidly reinforced to the amount of 150,000 men, and 
at the beginning of November the Emperor arrived in 
person to assume the command. At this conjuncture 
Sir John Moore, who, it will be remembered, had 
brought the last and largest detachment to the army of 
Portugal, and who had remained in that country while 
the other generals had repaired to England pending the 
inquiry into the convention of Cintra, was directed to 
take the command of 21,000 men from the ai-my of 
Portugal, to unite with a corps of 7,000 more desp/it<jied 
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to Corunna under Sir David Baird, aud to co-operat« 
with the Spanish forces beleaguering; the French, as we 
hftve described, in the south-eastern angle of the Penin- 
sula. In pursuance of these instructions, Sir John 
Moore, by a series of movementa which we are not called 
upon in this place to criticise, succeeded in collecting at 
Salamanca by the end of November the troops under 
his own command, while Sir David Paird's corps had 
penetrated as far as Astorga. But the opportunity of 
favourable action, if ever it had really existed, was now 
past. Suddenly advancing with an imposing force of 
the finest troops of the empire. Napoleon had burst 
through the weak lines of his opponents, had crushed 
their armies to the right and left by a succession of irre- 
sistible blows, was scouring with his cavalry the plains 
of Leon and Castile, forced the Somosierra pass on thn 
30th of November, and four days afterwards wa'*.in un- 
disputed possession of Madrid. Meantime Sif John 
Moore, misled by false intelligence, disturbed by the 
importunities of our own Minister at Aranjuez, disheart- 
ened by his observation of Spanish politics, and despair- 
ing of any substantial success against an enemy of 
whose strength he was now aware, determined, after long 
hesitation, on advancing into the country, with the 
hope of some advantage against the corps of Soult, i'iO- 
lated, as he thought, at Saldanha. The result of this 
movement was to bring Napoleon from Madrid in such 
force as to compel the rapid retreat of the English to 
Corunna under circumstances which we need not re- 
count ; and thus by the commencement of the year 
1809, Spain was again occupied by the French, while 
the English army, so recently victorious in Portugal, 
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was saving itsell by aea without hiiing struok a blow, 
except ill self detente it ifa enibarcation 

Napoleon, betoio Mooie's corps had actually left 
Corunna, conceded the war at an end, and, m issuing 
instructions to hii mirahals anticipated, with no un 
reasonable confidence the complete subjugation of the 
Peninsula. Eweptinn indeed some isolated distiitta in 
the south-east, the only pirts now in po'ise-.sion of the 
Spaniards or their allies were Andilusi-i, whith had 
been saved bj the precipit'ite tecill ot Napnleon to the 
North, and Portugal, whiih, still lu arms agiinst the 
French, was nominalh occupied ly a Bntish corps of 
10,000 men, left there under Sir Tohn Cradotk at the 
time of Genera! Moore's departure with the bulk of 
the army for 'ipain The pracecdings ot the French 
mar-ihals for the lerovery of the entire Peninsula were 
speedily arranged Lannes took the direction of the 
siege of Saragossa, where the Spaniards, fighting as 
usual with admirable constancy from behind stone walla, 
were holding two French corps at bay, Lefebvre drove 
one Spanish army into the recesses of the Sierra Morena, 
and Victor chased another into the fastnesses of Murcia. 
Meantime Soult, after recoiling awhile from the dying 
blows of Moore, had promptly occupied Gallicia aft«r 
the departure of the English, and was preparing to 
cross the Portuguese frontier on his work of conquest. 
Ill aid of this design, it was concerted that while the 
last-named marshal advanced from the north, Victor, 
by way of Elvas, and Lapisse, by way of Almeida, 
should converge together upon Portugal, and that when 
the English at Lisbon had been driven to their ships, 
the several corps should unite for the final subjugation 
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of the Peninsula, by the occupation of AncJalusia, Ac- 
cordingly, leaving Ney to maintain the ground already 
won, Souh descended with 30,000 men upon the Douio, 
and by the end of March was in secure possession of 
Opnrto Hid he continued his advance, it is not im- 
possible th^t tie campaign might have had the termina- 
tion he desired ; hut at this point, he waited for intelli- 
gence of the English in his front and of Victor and La- 
pisse on his flank. His caution saved Portugal, for, 
while he still hesitated on the hrint of the Douro, there 
again arrived in the Tagus that renowned comman- 
der, before whose genius the fortunes not only of the 
marshals, hut of their imperial master, were finally to 
fail. 

England was now at the commencement of her 
greatest war. The system of small expeditions and 
insignificant diversions, though not yet conclusively 
abandoned, was soon siipersedel by the glories of a 
visible contest; and in a short time it was known and 
felt by a great majority of the nalion, that on the field 
of the Peninsula England was fairly pitted against 
France, and playing her own chosen part in the Euro- 
pean struggle. But these convictions were not pre- 
valent enough at the outset to facilitate in any material 
degree the duties of the Ministry or the work of the 
General; on the contrary, so complicated were the 
embarrassments attending the prosecution of the war 
on the scale required, that to sunnount them de- 
manded little less wisdom or patience than the conduct 
of the actual campaign. In the first instance, the 
British nation had been extravagantly excited by the 
Buocessfiil insurrections of the Spaniards, and the events 
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of our experimental campaign in Portugal had bo in- 
spired the public mind, that even the evacuation of that 
kingdom by tLe French was considei'ed, as we have 
seen, in the light of an imperfect result. When, how- 
ever, these conditions of the struggle were rapidly ex- 
cV anged for the total tliaeomfiture of the patriots, the 
rcoapture of Madrid, and the precipitate retreat of the 
Bintish army, with the loss of its commander, and the 
aalvation of little hut its honor, popular opinion veered 
quickly towards its customary point, and it was loudly 
proclaimed that the French Emperor was invincible by 
land, and that ^ contest with his legions on that ele- 
ment must inevitably prove ruinous to Britain, But 
the government ot the day, originally receiving its im- 
pulse from public feeling, had gradually acquired inde- 
pendent tonvictions on this mighty question, and was 
now prepired to maintain the interests of the nation 
against the elamoura of the nation itself. Accordingly, 
at the commencement of the year 180S, when the pros- 
pects of Spanish independence were at their very 
gloomiest point, the British Cabinet had proposed and 
concluded a comprehensive treaty of alliance with the 
Provisional Administration of Spain ; and it was now 
resolved that the cont«st in the Peninsula should be 
continued on a scale more effectual than before, and 
that tlie principal, instead of the secondary, pai't should 
be borne by England. Yet this decision was not taken 
without much hesitation and considerable resistance ; 
and it was clear to all observant spectators that, though 
the opinions of the Government, rather than those of 
the opposition, might preponderate in the public mind, 
their ascendency was not so complete but that the first 



cji-vGtx)^le 



■79 



inddeiits of failure, loss, or difficulty, would be turned 
to serious account against the promoters and conduc- 
tors of the war. 

Nor were these misgivings, though often pretended 
for the purpose of faction, without a certain warrant of 
truth; indeed, few can read the history of this struggle 
witiiout perceiving that the single point which concluded 
it in our favour, was the genius of that gjeat man who 
has just expired. It has been attempted to show that 
the military forces of France and England at this period 
were not in reality so disproportjoned as they appeared 
to be, but we confess our own inability to discover the 
balance alleged It is be\ond doubt thaj, the national 
spirit remained unchanged, and that the individual 
excellence of the Bntish soldier was unimpeachable 
Much, too, hid been done m the way of organization 
b} the meiaures con>iequent on the protracted menace 
of invasion, and much in the way of encouragement by 
the successes in Egypt and Portugal no lees than the 
triumphs in India. But in war numerical force must 
needs tall with enormous effect^ and on this point Eng- 
land's colonial requirements left her little to show 
ag^st the myriads of the continent. It was calculated 
at the rime that 60,000 British soldiers might have 
been made disposable for the Peninsular service, but 
at no period of the war was such a force ever actually 
collected under the standards of Wellington, while Na- 
poleon could maintain his 300,000 warriors in Spain, 
whithout disabling the arms of the Empire on the 
Danube or the Rhine. We had allies, it is true, in the 
troops of the country ; but these at first were little 
better than refractory recruits, requiring all the aeces- 
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sonea of discipline, equipment, and oi^nizalion ; 
oua ot all foreigners even as friends, and not n 
ably su^pkious ot supporters, who could always find in 
their ships a, refuge which was denied to themselves. 
But above all these difficulties was that arising from the 
inexpenence uf the Government in continental wariare. 
Habituated to expeditions reducible to the compass of a 
few transports, unaccustomed to the contingencies of 
regular war, and harassed by a vigilant and not always 
conscientious Opposition, the Ministry had to consume 
half its strength at home ; and the commander of the 
army, in justifying his most skilful dispositions, or pro- 
curing needful supplies for the troops under his chaise, 
was driven to the very extremities of expostulation 
and remonstrance. 

When, however, with these ambiguous prospects, 
the Government did at length resolve on the systematic 
prosecution of the Peninsular war, the eyes of the na- 
tion were at once instinctively turned on Sir Arthur 
Wellesley as the general to conduct it Independently 
of the proofs he had already given of bis quality at 
Eoli^a and Vimiera, this enterprising and sagacious 
soldier stood almost alone in his confidence respecting 
the undertaking on hand. Aiding Irom the military 
position of Portugal, as flaniing the long territory 
of Spain, from the natural features of the country 
(which he had already studied), and from the means 
of reinforcement and retreat securely provided by the 
sea, he stoutly declared his opinion that Portugal was 
tenable against the French, even if actual pcssessors of 
Spain, and that it offered ample opportunities of influ- 
encing the great result of the war. With these views 
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he recommended that the Portuguese acmy should be 
oi^cized at its full strength ; that it should he in part 
taken into British pay and under the dii'ection of 
British officers, and that a force of not less than 30,000 
English troops should be despatched to keep this army 
together. So provided, he undertook the management 
of the war, and such were his resources, his tenacity, 
and his skill, that though 260,000 French soldiers were 
closing round Portugal as he landed at Lisbon, and 
though difficulties of the most arduous kind awaited 
him in his task, he neither flinched nor iaiied until he 
had led his little army in trii;niph, not only frotn the 
Tagus to the Ebro.but across the Pyrenees into France, 
and returned himself by Calais to England after wit- 
nessing the downfall of the French capital. 

Yet, so perilous was the conjuncture when the weight 
of affairs was thus thrown upon bis shoulders, that a 
few weeks' more delay must have destroyed every pros- 
pect of success. Not only was Soult, as we stated, 
collecting himself for a swoop on the towers of Lisbon, 
but the Pgrtuguese themselves were distrustfiil of our 
support, and the English troops, while daily preparing 
for embareation, weie compelled to assume a defensive 
attitude against those whose cause they were maintain- 
ing. But such was the [>resti;>:e already attached to 
Weliesley's name that his arrival in the Tagns changed 
every feature of the scene. No longer suspicious of 
our intentions, the Portuguese Government gave prompt 
effect to the suggestions of the English commander; 
levies were decreed and organized, provisions collected, 
dep6tB established, and a spirit of confidence again per- 
vaded the country, which was unqualified on this occa 
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sion bj tliat jealous distnist which had formerly neutral- 
ized its effects. The command in chief of the native 
arm)' was intrusted to an English officer of great dis- 
tinction, General Beresfoid, and no time was lost in 
once more testing the efiicacj of the British arras. 

Our description of the positions relatively occupied 
by the contending parties at (his juncture will, perhaps, 
be remembered. Soult, having left Ney to control the 
north, was at Oporto, with 24,000 men, preparing to 
cross the Douro and descend upon Lisbon, while Victor 
and Lapisse, with 30,000 more, were to co-operate in 
the attack from the contiguous provinces of Estrema- 
dura and Leon. Of the Spanish armies we need only 
saj that tliey had been repeatedly routed wiUi more or 
less disgrace, though Cuesta stili held a certain force 
together in the valley of the Tagus. There were there- 
fore two courses open to the British commander— -either 
to repel the menaced advance of Soult by marching on 
Oporto or to effect a junction with Cuesta, and try the 
I'ssult of a demonstration upon Madrid. The latter of 
these plans was wisely postponed for tlie moment, and, 
preference having been decisively given to the former, 
the troops at once commenced their march upon the 
Douro. The British force under Sir Arthur Wellesley'a 
command amounted at this time to about 20,000 men, 
to which about 15,000 Portuguese in a respectable 
state of oi^anization were added by the exertions of 
Beresfovd. Of these about 24,000 were now led 
against Soult, who, though not inferior in strength, no 
sooner ascertained the advance of the English com- 
mander than he arranged for a retreat, by detaching 
Loison with 6,000 men to dislodge a Porttiguese post 
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in his left rear. Sir Arthur's intention waa to enyelope, 
if possible, the French coi'ps by pushing forward a 
strong force upon its left, and then intercepting its re- 
treat fonafds Ney's position, while the main body as- 
saulted Souk in Lis quarters at Oporto. The former of 
these operations he intrusted tu Bereaford, the latter he 
directed in person. On the 12th of May the troops 
reached the southern bank of the Douro ; the waters of 
whicb, 300 yards in width, rolled between them and 
their adversaries. la anticipation of the attacli Soult 
had destroyed the floating-bridge, had collected all the 
boats on the opposite side, and there, with his forces 
well in hand for action or retreat, was looking from the 
window of his lodging, enjoying the presumed discom- 
fiture of his opponent To attempt' such a passage as 
this in fece of one of the ablest marshals of France was, 
indeed, an audacious stroke, but it was not beyond the 
daring of that genius which M. Thiers describes as cal- 
culated only for the stolid operations of defensive war. 
Availing himself of a point where the river by a bend 
in its c<«irse was not easily visible from the town, Sir 
Arthur determined on transporting, if possible, a few 
troops to the northern bank, and occupying an unfin- 
ished stone building, which he perceived was capable 
of affording temporary cover. The means were soon 
supplied by the activity of Colonel Waters — an officer 
whose habitual audacity rendered him one of the heroes 
of this memorable war. Crossing in a skis' to the op- 
posite bank, he returned with two or three boats, and 
in a few minutes a company of the Bufe was estab- 
lished in the building. Reinforcements quickly fol- 
lowed, but not without discoveiy. The alarm was 
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given, and presently the edifice was enveloped by the 
eager battalions of the French. The British, however, 
held their ground ; a passage was effected at other 
points during the struggle ; the French, after an inef- 
fectual resistance, were fain to abandon the city in pre- 
cipitation, and Sir Arthur, after his unexampled feat of 
arms, sat down that evening to the dinner which had 
been prepared for Soiilt. Nor did the disasters of the 
French marshal terminate here, for, though the designs 
of the British commander had been partially frustrated 
by the intelligence gained by the enemy, yet the French 
communications were so tar intercepted, that Soult only 
joined Ney after losses and privations little short of 
those which had been experienced by Sir John Moore. 

This brilliant operation being efleeted, Sir Arthur 
was now at liberty to turn to the main project of the 
campaign — that to which, in fact, the attact upon Souit 
had been subsidiary — the defeat of Victor in Estrema- 
dura ; and, as the force under this marshal's command 
was not greater than that which had been so decisiiely 
defeated at Oporto, some confidence might naturally be 
ratertained in calculating upon the result. But, at this 
time, the various difficulties of the English commander 
began lo disclose themselves. Though his losses had 
been extremely small in the recent actions, considering 
the importance of their results, the troops were SHifering 
severely from sickness, at least 4,000 being in hospital, 
while supplies of all kinds were miserably deficient, 
through the imperfections of the commissariat: The 
soldiers were neariy barefooted, thdr pay was largely 
in. arrear, and the military ehest was empty. In ad- 
dition to this, allhongh the real weakness of the Spanish 
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armies was not yet fully known, it was clearly discerni- 
ble that the character of their commanders would pre- 
clude auy effective concert in the joint operations of 
the allied foree. Cueata would take no advice, and in- 
sisted OQ the adoption of his own schemes, with such 
obstinacy, that Sir Arthur was compelled to frame bis 
plans accordingly. Instead, therefore, of circumventing 
Victor, as he had intended, lie advanced into Spain at the 
beginning of July, to effect a junction with Cuesta, and 
feel his way towards Madrid. The armies, when united, 
formed a mass of '78,000 combatanla; but, of these, 
66,000 were Spanish, and for the brunt of war Sir 
Arthur could only reckon on his 22,000 Biitish troops 
— Beresford's Portuguese having been despatched to 
the north of Portugal. On the other side, Victor's 
force had been stiengthened by the succours which 
Joseph Bonaparte, alarmed for the safety of Madrid, 
had hastjly concentrated at Toledo ; and when the two 
armiee at length confronted each other at Talavera, it 
was found that 56,000 excellent French troops were 
arrayed against Sir Arthur and his ally, while nearly 
as many more were descending from the north on the 
line of the British communications along the valley of 
the Tagus. On the 38th of July, the British Com- 
mander, after making the best dispositions in his 
power, received the attack of the French, directed by 
Joseph Bonaparte in person, with Victor and Jourdim 
at his side, and after an eng^ement of great severity, 
in which the Spaniards were virtually inactive, he re- 
mained master of the field against double his numbers, 
having repulsed the enemy at all points, with heavy 
loss, and having captured several hundred prisoners 
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and seventeen pieces of cannon, in this, the first great 
pitched battle between the French and Enghsh in the 
Peninsula. 

In this we!l fought field of Talavera, the French had 
thrown, for the first time, their whole disposable force 
upon the British army, without success ; and Sir Ar- 
thur Wellesley inferred, with a justifiable confidence, 
that the relative superiority of his troops to those of 
the Emperor, was practically decided. Joraini, the 
French military historian, confesses almost as much, 
and the opinions of Napoleon himself, aa visible in his 
correspondence, underwent from that moment a serious 
change. Yet at home, the people, wholly unaccus- 
tomed to the contingencies of a real war, and the Op- 
position, unaerupuloualy employing the doUiaions of the 
people, combined in decrying the victoiy, denouncing 
the successful general, and despairing of the whole en- 
terprise. The city of LoudOn, even, recorded on a 
petition, ita discontent with the " msknesn, oslenta.tion, 
and useless valour" of that commander whom M. Thiers 
depicts as endowed solely with the sluggish and phleg- 
matic tenacity of his countrymen ; and though Minis- 
ters succeeded in procuring an acknowledgment of the 
services performed, and a warrant for persisting in the 
effort, both they and the British General were sadly 
cramped in the means of action. Sir Arthur Welles- 
ley became, indeed, " Baron Douro, of WelleaJey, and 
Viscount Wellington of Talavera, and of Wellington, in 
the county of Somerset ;" but the Government was 
afraid to maintain his effective means even at the 
moderate amount for which he had stipulated, and they 
gave him plainly to understand that the responsibility 
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of the war must rest upon his own sliou Iders. 
aecepted it, and, in full reliance on his o 
and thetried valour of his troops, awaited the shock wLich 
was at hand. 

Tbe hattle of Talavera acted on the Emperor Napo- 
leon exactly like the battle of Vimiera. His best sol- 
diers had failed against those led by the " Sepoy Gene- 
ral," and he became seriously alarmed for his conquest 
of Spain. After Vimiera he rushed, at the head of his 
guards, through Somosierra to Madrid ; and now, after 
Talavera, he prepared a still more redoubtable 
Believed from his continental liabilities by the 
paigns of Aapern and "Wagram, and from nearer i 
hensions by tie discomfiture of our expedition to Wal- 
cheren, he poured his now disposable legions in extra- 
ordinary numbers through the passes of the Pyi 
Nine powerful corps, mustering fully 280,000 effective 
men, under Marshals Victor, Ney, Soult, Mortier, and 
Massena, with a crowd of aspiring generals besides, re- 
presented the force definitely charged with the final sub- 
jugation of the Peninsula. To meet the shock of this 
stupendous array Wellington had the 20,000 troops 0f 
Talavera augmented, besides other reinforcements, by 
that memorable brigade which, under the name of the 
Light Division, became afterwards the admiration of 
both armies. In addition, he had Beresford's Portu- 
guese levies, now 30,000 strong, well disciplined, and 
capable, as events showed, of becoming flistrale sol- 
diers, making a total of some 66,000 disposable troops, 
independent of garrisons and detachments. All hopes 
of effijctua! co-operation from Spain had now vanished. 
Disregarding the sage advice of Wellington, the Spanish 
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generals had consigned themselves and their armies to 
inevitable destruction, ind of the whole kingJom Gibral- 
tar and Cadiz alone had ccaped the swoop of the vic- 
torious French The Provisional Administration dis- 
played neither resolution nor sinLtnty the British forces 
were suffered absolutelj to titorie, and Wellington was 
unable to extort fi ntn the leaders around him the small- 
eat asaistauce for that armv whiih was the last support 
of Spanish freedom It was under such circumstances, 
with forces fiil! ot spirit, but numerically weak, without 
any assurance ot sympathy at home, without money or 
supplies on the spot, and m the faie of Napoleon's best 
marshal, with 80,000 troops in line, and 40,000 in re- 
serve, that Wellington entered on the campaign of 
1810 — a campaign pronounced by militar}' critics to be 
inferior to none in his whole career. 

Withdrawing, after the victory of Talavera, from the 
concentrating forces of the enemy attracted by his ad- 
vance, he had at first taken post on the Guadiana, until, 
wearied out by Spanish insincerity and perverseness, he 
moved his army to the Mondego, preparatory to those 
encounters which he foresaw the defence of Portugal 
must presently bring to pass. Already had he divined 
by his own sagacity the character and necessities of the 
coming campaign. Massena, as the beet representative 
of the Einpei'Or himself, having under his orders Ney, 
Regnier. and Junot, was gathering his forces on the 
north-eaateru frontier of Portugal to fulfil his master's 
commands by "sweeping the English leopard into the 
sea." Against such hosts aa he brought to the assault 
a defensive attitude was all that could be maintained, 
and Wellington's eye had detected the true mode o£ 
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operation. He proposed to tfi&ke the immediate distiict 
of Lisbon perform that service for Portugal which Por- 
tugal itself performed for the Peninsula at large, by 
furnishing an impregnable lastness and a secure retreat 
By carrying lines of fortification from the Atlantic coast, 
through Torres Vedras, to the bank of the Tagus a little 
above Lisbon, he succeeded in constructing an ai-tificial 
stronghold within whicli his retiring forces would be 
inaccessible, and from which, as opportunities invited, 
he might issue at will. These provisions silently and 
unobtrusively made, he calmly took post on the Coa, 
and awaited the assault. Hesitating or undecided, from 
some motive or other, Massena for weeks delayed the 
blow, till at length, after feeling the mettle of the Light 
Division on the Coa, he put his army in motion after 
the British commander, who slowly retired to his de- 
fences. Deeming, however, that a parage of arms 
would tend both to inspirit his own troops in what 
seemed like a retreat, and to teach Massena the true 
quality of the antagonist before him, he deliberately 
halted at Busaco and offered battle. Unable to refuse 
the challenge, the French marshal directed his bravest 
troops against the British position, but they were foiled 
with immense loss at every point of the attack, and 
"Wellington proved, by one of his most brilliant victo- 
ries, that his retreat partook neither of discomfiture nor 
fear. Rapidly recovering himself, however, Massena 
followed on his formidable foe, and was dreaming of 
little less than a second evacuation of Portugal, when, 
to his astonishment and dismay, be found himself ab- 
ruptly arrested in his course by the ti'cmendous lines of 
Torres Vedras. 
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These prodigious intreneliments comprised a triple 
line of fortifications one within the other, the innermost 
being intended to cover the embarcation of the troops in 
the last resort.' The main strength of the works had 
been thrown on the second line, at which it had been 
intended to make the final stand, but even the outer 
barrier was found in effect to be so formidable as to de- 
ter the enemy from all hopes of a successful assault 
Thus checked in mid career, the French marshal chafed 
and fumed in front of these impregnable lines, afraid to 
attack, yet unwilling to retire. For a whole month did 
he lie here inactive, tenacious of his purpose, though 
aware of his defeat, and eagerly watching for the first 
advantage which the chances of war or the mistakes of 
the British general might offer him. Meantime, how- 
ever, while Wellington's concentrated forces were ea- 
jojing, through his sage provisions, tlie utmost comfort 
and abundance within their lines, the French army was 
gradually reduced to the last extremities of destitution 
and disease, and Masaena at length broke up in despair, 
to commence a retreat which was never atlerwards ex- 
changed for an advance. Confident in hope and spirit, 
and oveijoyed to see retiring before them one of those 
real Imperial armies which had swept the continent 
from the Rhine to the Vistula, the British troops issued 
from their works in hot pursuit, and, though the extra- 
ordinaiy genius of tie French commander pi'eserved his 
forces from wliat in ordinary cases would have been the 
ruin of a rout, yet his sufferings were so extreme and 
his losses so heavy that he carried to the fronfier scarce- 
ly one-half of the force with which he had plunged 
blindly into Portugal. Following up his wary enemy 
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with a caution wbich no success was permitted to dis- 
turb, Wellington presently availed himself of his posi- 
tion to attempt the recovery of Almeida, a fortress 
wiiich, with Ciudad Eodiigo, forms the key of north- 
eastera Portugal, and which had been taken by Maase- 
iia in hia advance. Anxious to preserve this iraporlanl 
place, the French marshal turned with his whole forc« 
upon the foe, but Wellington met him at Fuentes 
d'Onoro, repulsed his attempts in a sanguinary engage- 
ment, and Almeida fell. 

As at thia point the tide of French conquest had 
been actually turned, and the British army, so lightly 
held by Napoleon, was now manifeatly chaaing his 
eagles from the field, it might have been preaumedthat 
popularity and support would have rewarded the unex- 
ampled successea of the English general. Yet it was 
not so. The reverees experienced during the same pe- 
riod in Spain were loudly appealed to as neutralizing 
the triumpha in Portugal, and at no moment was there 
a more vehement denunciation of the whole Peninsular 
war. Though Cadiz resolutely held out, and Graham, 
indeed, on the heights of Barossa, had emulated the 
glories of Euaaco, yet even the strong fortress of Bada- 
joz had now fallen before the vigorous audacity of Soult ; 
and Suchet, a rising general of extraordinary abilities, 
was effecting by the reduction of hitherto impregnable 
strongholds the complete conquest of Catalonia and 
Valencia. Eagerly turning these disasters to account, 
and inspirited by the accession of the Prince Regent to 
power, the Opposition in the British Parhament so op- 
pressed the Ministry, that at the very moment when 
WelKngton, after his unrivalled strategy, was on the 
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track of his retreating foe, he could scarcely count for 
common support on the Government he was serving. 
He was represented in England, as his letters show us, 
to be " in a scrape," and he fought with the conscious- 
ness that all his reverses would be magnified and all 
his successes denied. Yet he failed neither in heart 
nor hand. He had verified all his own assertions re- 
specting the defensibility of Portugal. His army had 
become a perfect model in discipline and daring, be 
was driving before him 80,000 of the best ti'oops of the 
Empire, and he relied on the resources of his own ge- 
nius for compensating those disadvantages to which he 
foresaw he must be still exposed. Such was the cam- 
paign of 1810, — better conceived and woi'se appreciated 
than any which we shall have to record. 

As the maintenance of Portugal was subsidiary to 
the great object of the war, — the deliverance of tlie 
Peninsula from French domination, — Wellington of 
course proceeded, after successfully repulsing the in- 
vadeiB from Portuguese soil, to assume the offensive, 
by carrying his arms into Spain. Thus, after defeating 
Junot, he had been induced to try the battle of T.,i,.- 
vera ; and now, after expelling Massena, he betook him- 
self to similar designs, with this difference — that in- 
stead of operating by the valley of the Tagus against 
Madrid, he now moved to the valley of tlie Guadiana for 
the purpose of recovering Badajoa, a fortress, like that of 
Ciudad Eodrigo, so ciitically situated on the frontier, 
that with tbese two places in the enemy's hands, sa 
they now were, it iDecame hazardous either to quit Por- 
tugal or to penetrate into Spain. At this point, there- 
fore, were now to commence the famous sieges of the 
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Peninsula — si^es which wi]l always reflect immortal 
honor on tlie troops engaged, and which will always 
attract the interest of the Englisk reader ; but which 
must, nevertheless, be appealed to as illustrations of the 
strnita to which an army may be led by want of mili- 
tary experience in the Government at home. By this 
time the repeated victories of Wellington and his col- 
leagues had raised the renown of British soldiei's to at 
least an equajity with that of Napoleon's veterans, and 
the incomparable eflaciency, in particular, of the light 
division was acknowledged to be without a parallel in 
any European service. But in those departments of the 
army where excellence is less the result of intuitive 
ability, the forces under Wellington were still greatly 
surpassed by the trained legions of the Emperor. 
While Napoleon had devoted his whole genius to the 
organization of the parks and trains which attend the 
march of an army in the field, the British troops had 
only the most imperfect resources on which to rely. 
The Engineer corps, though admirable in quality, was 
so deficient in numbers that coaamissions were placed 
at the free disposal of Cambridge mathematicians. 
The siege trains were weak and worthless against the 
s(ilid ramparts of Peninsula strongholds, the intrench- 
ing tools were so ill made that they snapped in the 
hands of the workmen, and the art of sapping and 
mining was so little known that this branch of the 
siege duties was carried on by draughts from regiments 
of the line, imperfectly and hastily instructed for the 
purpose. Unhappily, these results can only be ob- 
viated by long foresight, patient training, and costly 
provision ; it was not in the power of a single mind, 
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however capacious, to effect an iiistantaneoua reform, 
and Wellington was compelled to supply the deficien- 
cies hy the best blood of hia troops. 

Tbe command of the force commissioned to recover 
Badajo/ had been intrusted to Marshal Beresford until 
Lord Wellington could repair in person to the scene, 
and it was against Soult, who was marching rapidly 
from the South to the relief of the place, that the glori- 
ous hut sanguinary battle of Albubra was fought on 
the 16t!i of May. Having checked the enemy hy this 
bloody defeat Beresford resumed his duties of the siege 
until he was superseded by the Commander-in-Chief. 
But all the efforts of Wellington and his troops were 
vain, for the present, against this celebrated forti'ess ; 
two assaults were repulsed, and the British general de- 
termined on relinquishing the attempt, and returning to 
the northern frontier of Portugal for more favourable 
opportunities of action. He had now by his extraordi- 
nary genius so far changed the character of the war, 
that the British, heretofore fighting with desperate te- 
nacity for a footing at Lisbon or Cadiz, were now open- 
ly assuming the offensive, and Napoleon had been actu- 
ally compelled to direct defensive preparations along 
the i:oad leading through Vittoria to Bayonne-^that 
very road which Wellington in spite of these defences 
was soon to traverse in triumph. Meantime fresh iroops 
wei'e pouiing over the Pyrenees into Spain, and a new 
plan of operations was dictated hy the Emperor himself. 
One powerful army in the north was to guard Castile 
and Leon, and watch the road by which Wellington 
might be expected to advance ; another, under Soult, 
strongly reinforced, was lo maintain French interests in 
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Andalusia and menace Portugal from the south ; while 
Marmont, who had succeeded Massena, took post with 
30,000 men in the valley of the Tagus, resting on Tole- 
do and Madrid, and prepared to concert movements 
■with either of bis colleagues as occasion might arise. 
To encounter these antagonists, who could rapidly con- 
centrate 90,000 splendid troops against him, Welling- 
ton could barelj bring 50,000 into the field ; and though 
this disparity of numbers was afterwards somewhat les- 
sened, yet it is scarcely in reason to expect that even 
the genius of Wellington or the valonr of his ttoopa 
could have ultimately prevailed against such odds but 
for circumstances which favoured the designs of the 
British and rendered the contest less unequal. In the 
first place, the jealousies of the French marshals, when 
unrepressed by the Emperor's presenoe, were so inveter- 
ate as to disconcei't the best operations, being sometimes 
little less suicidal than those of the Piinces of India. 
Next, although the Spanish armies had ceased to ofier 
regular resistance to the invaders, yet the guerilla sys- 
tem of warfere, aided by interminable insurrections, act- 
ed to the incessant embairassment of the French, whose 
duties, perils, and fatigues were doubled by the restless 
activity of these daring enemies. But the most import- 
ant of Wellington's advantages was that of position. 
With an impregnable retreat at Lisbon, with tree water 
carriage in his rear, and with the great arteries of the 
Douro and the Tagus for conducting his supplies, he 
could operate at will from hie central fastness towards 
the north, east, or south. If the northern provinces 
were temporarily disengaged from the enemy's presence, 
be could isBue by Ahneida and Salamanca upon the 
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great line uf lommunication between 
Madrid , it tie \a!ley of the Tagus were left unguarded, 
he could mirch diiettly upon the capital by the well- 
known route of Tala era ■ wlil if Soult by any of these 
demonstrations, i temple It tl T 1 he 

eould carry his m t A i 1 by El 1 Ba- 

dajoB. Relying, too tli cell f 1 t p he 

confidently acco ted h m It m t h f y gle 
army of the enemj h 1 h was w 11 e, f m the 

exhausted state fthco ty dl dffi Ities of 
procuring Bubsiate cenco tti fthF ich 
forces could hemt dfm d tth In 
this way, availing; himselt of the tar ujenor intelligence 
which he enjoyed through the agency of the guerillas, 
and of his own exclusive facilities for commanding sup- 
plies, he succeeded in paralysing the enormous hosts of 
Napoleon, by constant alarms and well-directed blows, 
till at length when the time of action came ]ie advanced 
from cantonments and drove King Joseph and all his 
marshals headlong across the Pyrenees. 

The position taken up by Wellington when he ti'antt- 
ferred his operations from the south to the north fron- 
tier of Portugal was at Fueitle Guinaldo, a locality 
possessing some advant^eous features in the neigbour- 
hood of Ciudad Kodrigo. His thoughts being still oc- 
cupied by the means of gaining the border foitresses, 
he had promptly turned to Rodrigo from Badajoz, and 
had arranged his plana with a double prospect of suc- 
cess. Knowing that tlie place was inadequately pro- 
visioned he conceived hopes of blockading it into sub- 
misaion fram his post at Fuente Guinaldo, since in the 
presence of this force no supplies could be thi-own info 
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the town unless escorted by a convoy equal to the anny 
tinder his command. Either, therefore, the French inar- 
eJial must aban<lon Eodrigo to its fate, or he must go 
through the difficult operation of concentrating all his 
forces to form the convoy required. Marmont chose 
the latter alternative, and uniting his army with that of 
Doreenne advanced to the relief of Kodrigo with an 
immense train of stores and 60,000 fighting men. By 
this extraordinary efiort not only was the place pro- 
visioned, but Wellington hunaelf was brought Into a 
situation of some peril, for after successfully repulsing 
an attempt of the French in the memorable combat of 
El Bodon he found himself the next day, with only 
15,000 men actually at his disposal, exposed to the at 
tack of theentke French army. Fortunately Marmont 
was unaware of the chance thus offa^d him, and while 
he was occupying himself in evolutions and displays, 
Wellington collected his troops and stood once more 
in security on his position. This movement, however, of 
the French commander destroyed all hopes of redudng 
Eodrigo by blockade, and the BrifJah general recurred 
accoidingly to the alternative lie had been contemplat- 
ing of an assault by force. 

To comprehend the difficulties of this enterprise, it 
must be remembered that the superiority of strengtli 
was indisputably with the French whenever they con- 
centrated their forces, and that it was certain such con- 
centration would be attempted, at any risk, to save such 
a place as Rodrigo. Wellington, therefore, had to prepare, 
with such secrecy as to elude the suspicions of his 
enemy, the enormous mass of materials required for 
such a siege as that he projected, As the town stood 
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on the opposite or Spanish bank of tlie river Ag^ueda, 
and as the approaches were eommanded by the guns bf 
the garrison, it became necessary to construct a tem- 
porary bridge. MoreoTer, the heavy battering train, 
which alone required 5000 bullocks to draw it, had to be 
brought up secretly to the spot, though it was a work 
almost of impossibility to get a score of cattle together. 
But these difficulties were surmounted by the inyentive 
genius of the British commander. Preparing his bat- 
tering train at Lisbon, he shipped it at that port as if 
for Cadiz, transhipped it into smaller craft at sea, and 
then brought it up the stream of the Donro. In the 
pest place, he succeeded, beyond the hopes of his en- 
gineers, in rendering the Douro navigable for a space of 
40 miles beyond the limit previously presumed, and at 
length he collected the whole necessary materials in the 
rear of his army without any knowledge on the part of 
his antagonist He was now to reap the reward of his 
precaution and skill. Towards the close of the year 
the French armies having — conformably to directions 
of the Emperor, framed entirely on the supposition that 
Wellington had no heavy artillery — been dispersed in 
cantonments, the Bristisb. general suddenly threw his 
bridge across the Agueda, and besieged CiunAn Rodhigo 
in force. Ten days only elapsed between the invest- 
ment and the storm. On the 8th of January, 1812, 
the Agueda was crossed, and. on the 19th the British 
were in the city. The loss of life gi'eatly exceeded the 
limit assigned to such expenditure in the scientific cal- 
culations of military engineers ; but the enterprise was 
undtetaken in the face of a superior force, which could 
at once have defeated it by appearing oi^ the scene of 
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action ; and eo effectually was Marmont baffled by the 
vigour of the British that the piace had fiillen beforehis 
army was collected for its relief. The repetition of such 
a stroke at Badajoz, which was now Wellington's aim, 
presented still greater difficulties, for the vigilance of 
the French was alarmed, the garrison of the place had 
been reconstitutsd by equal draughts from the various 
armies in order to interest each marshal personally in 
its relief, and Soult in Andalusia, like Marmont in Cas- 
tile, possessed a force competent to overwhelm any 
covering army which Wellington could detach. Yet 
on the 7th of April Badajoz likewise fell, and after 
opening a new campaign with these famous demonstra- 
tions of his own sagacity and the courage of his troops, 
he prepared for a third time to advance definitely from 
Portugal into Spain, 

Though the forces of Napoleon in the Peninsula 
were presently to be somewhat weakened by the re- 
quirements of the Russian war, yet at the moment 
when these strongholds were wrenched from their 
grasp the ascendency of (lie Emperor was yet uncon- 
tested, and from the Kiemen to the Atlantic there was 
literally no resistance to his universal dominion save by 
this army, which was clinging with invincible tenacity 
to the rocks of Portugal, at tlie western extremity of 
Europe. From these well defended lines, however, 
tbey were now to emerge, and while Hill, by his sur- 
prise of Gerard at Arroyo MolisoS and his brilliant 
capture of the forts at the bridge of Almaraz, was 
alarming the French for the safety of Andalusia, Wel- 
lington began his march to the Pyrenees. On this oc- 
casion ha was at firat unimpeded. So established was 
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the reputation of tfie troops and their general that 
Marmont retired as he advanced, and Salamanca, after 
four years of oppressive occupation, was evacuated 
before the liberating army. But tlie hosts into' which 
Wellington had thus boldly plunged mth 40,000 
troops still numbered fully 270,000 soldiers, and 
though these forces were divided by distance and 
jealousies, Marmont had no difficulty in collecting an 
army numerically superior to that of his antagonist. 
Returning, therefore, to the contest, and hoveling 
about the English general for the opportunity of pouncing 
at an advantage upon his ti'oops, he gave promise of a 
decisiye battJe, and, after some days of elaborate ma- 
nceuvring, the opposing armies found themselves con* 
fronted, on the 22d of July, in the vicinity of Sala- 
manca. It was a trial of strategy, hut in strategy as 
well as vigour the French marshal was surpassed by 
his redoubtable adversary. Seizing with intuitive 
genius an occasion which Marmont offered, Wellington 
fell Upon his army and routed it so completely that 
half of its effective force was destroyed in the engage- 
ment. So decisively had the blow been dealt, and so 
sldlfiilly had it been directed, that, as Napoleon had 
long foretold of such an event, it paralysed the entire 
French ibi'ce in Spain, and reduced it to the relative 
position so long maintained by the English — that of 
tenacious defence. The only two considerable ai'mies 
now remaining were those of Suchet in the east, and 
Soult in the south. Suchet, on hearing of Marmont's 
defeat, proposed that the French should make a Portu- 
gal of their own in Catalonia, and defend themselves in 
its fastnesses till aid could arrive from the Pyrenees; 
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while So«lt advocated witli equal warmth a retirement 
into Andalusia and a coneentratdon behind the Guadi- 
ana. There was little time for deliberation, for "Wel- 
lington was hot upon, his prey, but as King Joseph de- 
camped from his capital he sent orders to Soult to 
evacuate Andalusia ; and the victorious army of the 
British, after thus, by a single blow, clearing half 
Spain of its invadeiis, made its triumphant entry into 
Madrid. 

Wellington was now in possession of the capital of 
Spain. He had succeeded in delivering that blow 
which had so long been meditated, and had signalized 
the growing ascendency of his army by the total defeat 
of his cliief opponent in open field. But his work was 
far from finished, and while all around was rejoicing 
and triumph, his forecast was anxiously revolving the 
imminent contingencies of the war. In one sense, in- 
deed, the recent victory had increased rather than les- 
sened the dangers of his position, for it had driven his 
adversaries by force of common peril into a temporary 
concert, and Wellington well knew that any such con- 
cert would reduce him again to the defensive. Mar- 
shal Soult, it was true, had evacuated Andalusia, and 
King Joseph Madrid ; but their forces had been carried 
to Suchet's quarters in Valencia, where they would 
thus form an overpowering concentration of strength ; 
and in like manner, though Marmont's army had been 
shorn of half its numbers, it was rapidly recovering it- 
self under Clauzel by the absorption of all the 'detach- 
ments which had been operating in the north. Wel- 
lington saw, therefore, that he mnst prepare himself for 
a still more decisive struggle, if not for another reti'eat ; 
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and conceiving it most important to c 
rear, lie turned round upon Clauze! witii the intentjoa 
of crushing him before he could be fully reinforced, 
and thus establiahing himself securely on the line of the 
Douvo to await the advance of King Joseph ftom the 

With these views, afi«r leaving a strong gairison at 
Madrid, he put his army in motion, drove Clauzel be- 
fore him from Valkdolid, and on the 18th of Sept«mhei: 
appeared before Buroos. This place, though not a 
fortification of the first rank, had been recently 
strengthened by the orders of Napoleon, whose sagacity 
had divined the use to whigh its defences might possi- 
bly be turned. It lay in the great road to Bayonne, 
and was now one of the chief dep6ts retained by the 
French in the Peninsula, for the campdgn had stripped 
them of Eodrigo, Badajoz, Madrid, Salamajiea, and 
Seville. It became, therefore, of great importance to 
eff'ect its reduction, and "Wellington sat down before it 
with a force which, although theoretically unequal to 
the woi't, might, perhaps, from past recollections, have 
warranted some expectations of success. But our Pe- 
ninsular sieges supply, as we have said, rather warnings 
than examples. Badajoz and Rodrigo were only won 
by a profuse expenditure of life, and Burgos, though 
attacked with equal intrepidity, was not won at all. 
After consuming no less than five weeks before its walla 
Wellington gave reluctant ordera for raising the siege 
and retiring. It waa, indeed, tinte, for the Northern 
army, now under the command of Souham, mustered 
44,000 men in his rear, and Soult and Joseph were ad- 
vancing with fully 70,000 moi'e upon the Tagus. To 
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oppose these forces Wellington had only 33,000 troopa, 
Spaniards included, under his immediate command, 
wliile Hill, with the garrison of Madrid, could only 
muster some 20,000 to resist the advances of Soult. 
The British comniaTider determined, therefore, on re- 
calling Hill from Madrid and resuming his former po- 
sition on the Agueda — a resolution which he eucceaa- 
fully executed in the face of the difficulties around 
him, though the suffering and discouragement of the 
troopa during this imwelcome retreat were estremely 
severe. A detailed criticism of liiese operations would 
be beyond our province. It is enough to say that the 
French made a succ^ful defence, and we have no oc- 
casion to begrudge thorn the single achievement against 
the English arms which could be contributed to the 
historic gallery of Versailles by the whole Feninsnltu' 
War. 

Such, however, was in those times the incredulity or 
perveraeness of party spirit in England that, while no 
successes were rated at their true import, every incom- 
plete operation was magnified into a disaster, and des- 
cribed as a warning. The retreat from Burgoa was 
<ated, like the retreat from Talavera, as a proof of the 
mismanagement of the war ; and occasion was taken in 
Parliament to compare even the victory of Salamanca 
with the battles of Marlborough, to the disparagement of 
Wellington and his army. Nor did any great enlist- 
enment yet prevail on the subject of military operations; 
for a considerable force, destined to act on the eastern 
coast of Spain, was diverted by Lord William Bentiack 
to Sicily at a moment when its appearance in Valenda 
would have disconcaled al! the plans of the Frendi, 
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and, by providing occupation for Josept and his mar- 
shals, Eave relieved Wellington from that concentration 
of hia enemies before which he was compelled to retire. 
But neither the wilfulness of laction nor the tenacity of 
folly could do more than obstruct events which were 
now steadily in course. Even the inherent obstinacy 
of Spanish character had at length yielded to tlie visi- 
ble genius of Wellington, and the whole miUtary force 
of the country was now at length, in the fifth year of 
the war, placed under his paramount command. But 
these powers were little more than nominal ; and, in or- 
der to derive an eflective support from the favourable 
disposition of the Spanish Government, the British gen- 
eral availed himself of the winter season to repair in 
person to Cadiz. 

It will be remembered that when, after the battle 
of Talavera and the retirement of Wellington to Por- 
tugal, the French ponred their accumulated legions 
into Andalusia, Cadiz alone had been preserved from 
the deluge. Since that time the troops of Soult had en- 
vironed it in vain. Secured by a British garrison, 
strcaigly fortified by nature, and well supplied from the 
sea, it was in httle danger of capture ; and it discharg- 
ed, indeed, a substantias service, by detaining a lai^ 
detachment from the general operations of the war. 
In fact, the French could scarcely be described as 
besieging it; for, though they maintained their guard 
with unceasing vigilance, it was at bo respectful a 
distance, that the great mortar which now stands 
in St. James's Park was cast especially for this extra- 
ordinary length of range ; and their own position was 
entrenched with an anxiety sufficiently indicative of 
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their anticipations. Exempted in this manner from 
many of the troubles of war while cooped in the hbn 
row space of a single town, the Spanish patrioto enjoy- 
ed ample liberty of political discussion, and the fermen- 
tation of, spirits was proportionate to the occasion. It 
was here that the affairs of the war, as regarded the 
Spanish armies, were regulated by a popular assembly 
under the control of a licentious mob ; and it was here 
that tliose democratic prindples of government wete 
first promulgated which in later times so intimately 
affected the fortunes of the Peninsular monarchies. 
"The Cortes," wrota Wellington, "have framed a Con- 
stitutiou very much on the principle that a painter 
paints a picture — viz., to be looked at. I have not 
met any person of any description who considers that 
Spain either is or can be govemed'by such a system." 
From this body, however, the British commander suc- 
ceeded in temporarily obtaining the power he d^ired, 
and he returned to Portugal prepared to open, with 
invigorated spirit and confidence, the campaign of 

iai3. 

Several circumstances now combined to promise a 
decisive turn in the operations of the war. The initi- 
ative, once taken by WeUington, had been never lost, 
and although he had retrograded from Burgos, it was 
without any discomfiture at the hands of the enemy. 
The leinforcementa despatched from England, though 
proportioned neither to the needs of the war nor the 
resources of the country, were considerable, and the ef- 
fective strength of the army— a ierra which excludes 
the Spanish contingents — reaches' t(» full 70,000 men. 
On the other hand, the reverses c' Nipoleon in the 
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BuBsian campaign had not only reduced his forces in 
the Peninsula, but had rendered it improbable that 
they could be succoured on any emergency with the 
same promptitude as before. Above all, Wellington 
himself was now unfettered in bis command; for if the 
direction in chief of the Spanish armies brought but 
little direct accession of strength, it at any rate relieved 
him from the necessity of concerting operations with 
generals on whose discretion he had found it impossible 
to rely. These considerations, coupled with an instinc- 
tive confidence in his dispositions for tJie campaign, and 
an irresistible presage of the success which at length 
awaited his patience, so inspired the Britiah commander 
that, in putting his troops once more in motion for 
Spain, he rose in his stirrups as the frontier was passed, 
and waving his hat, exclaimed prophetically, " Farewell, 
Portugal!" Events soon verified the finality of this 
adieu, for a few short months carried the "Sepoy Gene- 
ral" in triumph to Paris. 

At the commencement of the famous campaign of 
1813, the material superiority still lay apparently with 
the French, for King Joseph disposed of a force little 
short of 200,000 men — a strength exceeding that of 
the army under Wellington's command — even if all 
denominations of troops are included in the calcu- 
lation. But the British general reasonably concluded 
that he had by this time experienced the worst of what 
the enemy could do. He knew that the difficulties of 
subsistence, no less than the jealousies of the several 
commanders, would render any large or permanent 
concentration impossible, and he had satisfactorily mea- 
sured the power of his own army against any likely to 
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be brought into the field against him. He confidently 
calculated, therrfore, on making aE end of the war ; 
his troops were in the highest spirits, and the lessons 
of the retreat from Bui^^as had been turned to seasonable 
advafltaga In comparison with hia previous lesfrio- 
tions all might now bo said to be in his own hands, 
and the result of the change waa soon made condu- 
sivdy manifest 

Hitherto, as we have seen, the offensive movements 
of Wellington from his Portuguese stronghold Lad 
been usually directed against Ma<3i'id, by one of the 
two great toads of Salamanca or Talavera, and the 
French had been studiously led to anticipate similar 
diKposifiona on the present occasion. Under such im- 
pressions they odlecfed their main strength on the 
noi'th bank of the Douro, to defend that river to the 
last, intending, as WelUngton moved upon Salamanca, 
to fall on his Idl flank by the bridges of T<h^ and 
Zamoi'a, The British general, however, had conceived 
a very different plan of operations. Availing himself 
of preparatious carefully made, and information anx- 
iously collected, he moved the left wing of his aimy 
through a province hitherto untraversed to the north 
bank of the Douio, and then, after demonstotiona at 
Salamanca, suddenly joining it with the remainder of 
the array, he took the French defences in reverse, and 
showed himself in inesistible force on the line of their 
communications. The ^ect was decisive. Constantly 
menaced by the British left, which was kept steadily in 
advance, Joseph evacuated one position after another 
without hazarding an engagement, blew up the castie 
of Burgos in the precipitancy of his retreat, and only 
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took post at ViiTOMA to experience the most conclu- 
sive defeat ever suatained by tlie French arms since 
tJie battle of Blenheim. His entire army was routed, 
with inconsiderable slaughter, but with irrecoverable 
discomfiture. All the plunder of the Peninsula fell 
into the hands of the vietora. Jourdan's baton, and 
Joseph's travelliug carriage became the trophies of the 
British general, and tbe walls of Apsley-house display 
to this hour in their most precious ornaments the spoils 
of this memorable battle. The occasion was improved 
as skilfully as it had been created. Pressing on his 
retiring foe, "Wellington drove him into the recesses of 
the Pyrenees, and surrounding the frontier fortresses of 
St. Sebastian and Pampeluna, prepared to maintain the 
mountain passes against a renewed invasion. His an- 
ticipations of the future proved correct. Detaching 
what force be could spare from his own emergencies, 
Napoleon sent Soult again with plenary powers to re- 
trieve the credit and fortunes of the army. Impressed 
with the peril of the crisis, and not disguising the abi- 
lities of the commander opposed to him, this able 
"Lieutenant of the Emperor" collected Lis whole 
strengtb, and suddenly poured with impetuous valor 
through the passes of the Pvbenbes, on the isolated 
posts of his antagonist. But at .Mata and Sosadven 
the French were once more repulsed by the vigorous 
determination of the British ; St. Sebastiak, after a 
sanguinary siege, was carried by storm, and on the 
9th of November, four months after tbe battle of Vitto- 
ria, Wellington slept, for the last time during the war, 
on the territory of fie Peninsula. The Bicassoa and 
the NivELLE were successfully crossed in de.spite of all 
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the resistance wliicli Soult could oppose, and the Bri- 
tish army, which five years before, amid the menacing 
hosts of the enemy and the ill-boding omens Qi its 
friends, had maintained a precarious footing on the 
crags of Portugal, now bivouacked in uncontested tri- 
umph on the soil of France. "With these strokes the 
mighty game had at length been won, for though 
Soult clung with convulsive tenacity to every defensible 
point of ground, and though at Toulouse he drew 
such vigour from despair as sug^sted an equivocal 
claim to the honours of tie combat, yet the result of 
the struggle was now beyond the reach of fortune. 
Not only was 'VVelUngton advancing in irresistible 
strength, but Napoleon himself had succumbed to his 
more immediate antagonists ; and the French mai^ 
shals, discovering themselves without authority or sup- 
port, desisted from hostilities which had become both 
gratuitous and hopeless. 

Thus terminated, with unexampled glory to Eng- 
land and its army, the great Peninsular War — a strug- 
gle commenced with ambiguous views and prosecuted 
with doubtful expectations, but carried to a triumphant 
conclusion by the extjaordicary genius of a single man. 
We aie not imputing any prodigies of heroism to the 
conquerors or their chief None knew better than he 
who is now gone that war was no matter of romance, 
but a process obeying in its course the self-same rules 
which humanly determine the success of all national 
undertakings. It is undoubtedly true, as we have been 
describing, that Wellington, with a heterogeneous force 
rarely exceeding 50,000 effective troops, and frequently 
far below even this disproportionate amount, did iirst 
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repel, then attack, and ultimately vanquish, a host of 
foes compriaing from 200,000 to 350,000 of the finest 
soldiers of the French Empire, led by its most renoivned. 
eomioanders ; and such a feat of arms does, indeed, ap- 
pear to savour of the heroic or supernatural. But the 
game was always in reality on the cards. The mighty 
armies of the French were not practJcally available for 
a concentrated effort. The jealousies of the several 
marshals, and the caprices of their nominal Sovereign, 
precluded any systematic co-operation between them, 
and the necessities of subsistence in a mde and hostile 
country effectually prevented the assemblage for any 
lengthened period of a lai^er force than the British 
commander had proved his ability to encounter. The 
campaigns ofTalavera and Salamanca showed Welling- 
ton that his army was not likely, under proper precau- 
tions, to be overmatched in the field ; experience goon 
taught him the limit of reinforcements from France. 
In the next place, the embarrassments and responsibili- 
ties of the French were greatiy augmented by tlieir 
own system of tactics and by the determined enmity of 
the Spaniards. Relying, accoiding to -Napoleon's prin- 
ciple, for the support of the war on the war itself, they 
were compelled to alienate the people of the country by 
ruthless plunder, and to make a fortified post of every 
dep6t and magazine. As the guerilla practice gathered 
strength their communications were intercepted in every 
direction, and they commanded not an inch of territory 
beyond their immediate quarters. If they quitted a 
province, they lost it ; if they evacuated a post for a 
moment, it was seized by enemies who were powerless 
against them in open field, but who hung with invinci- 
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ble hostility on their flanks and rear. Oa the othei 
hand, Wellington commanded a compact army in a 
central position, from which he could operate in any 
direction at pleasure. Having conclusively proved, 
against even the tenacity and genius of Masaena, that 
his own post was impregnable, he could strike at will 
to the right or the left ; he could menace Soult in An- 
dalusia, or Ciauzel in Gallicia, or afarm King Joseph 
for his throne by marching upon Madrid. He was in- 
dependent of the necessities which so crippled his an- 
tagonists. The sea was his own, and every port be- 
tween Lisbon and Santander could be turned into a 
base of operations and an unfailing source of supplies. 
He knew that at the worst he could hold Portugal 
gainst all tlie might of France, and that there lay obe- 
dient to his baton an army competent to seize and im- 
prove every opportunity which time might bring — 
opportunities which could hardly be lacking under a 
system so hollow and unsubstantial as that on which 
Napoleon's power was reared. These are the condi- 
tions, explanatory in some degree of the result of the 
war ; but they are in no wise disparaging to those ex- 
traordinary talents which conducted it to its conclusion. 
But for Wellington these chances would have been 
wholly unimproved and lost. It is his transcendent 
merit that he descriel these promising circnmstancea 
when they were hidden from most and denied by all. 
He iirst .detected the capabilities of Portugal as a de- 
fensive position ; he first indicated the weak points of 
his antagonists ; he first inspired confidence in hia sol- 
diers. Jo realize the favourable chances of the war, it 
was required that no act of imprudence should compro- 
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mise the safety of that army ob which all depended ; 
that DO means should be spared to maint^n ita effi- 
ciency and to create a subsidiary force in the levies of 
the country ; that temptations should be resisted, oblo- 
quy disregarded, and provocations passed by. All thia 
Wellington did, and did, too, not only without support, 
but in despite of discouragement. He never could per- 
suade his countrymen of their real duties or prospects. 
They were extravagantly elated at his first success, and 
proportionately desponding afterwards. He could never 
teach them to look into tha future or to believe in the 
value of a victory which fell short of a conquest. For 
a long time it may be said that he conducted the war 
oa his own responsibility alone ; for the Ministry, even 
when fevourably disposed, were unable to send him 
adequate succours, and there was an Opposition ever 
ready to prophesy and denounce calamities which they 
were doing their bffit to occasion. On the spot, too, 
he was calumniate^ and thwarted in every possible way 
by the very people whose cause he was sustaining. 
The Spanish Generals encumbered his movements, 
while the Spanish Government, under the dictation of 
the populace of Cadiz, violated every engagement with 
him as soon as it was made. Yet, under all these cii^ 
eumstanees, he persevered. He alone, at an early 
period, detected the ^sential unsoundness of the French 
power, and reiterated his assurances of eventual success. 
He argued with his own Government, temporized with 
His Spanish colleagues, and even convinced the patriot 
mob. By incessant exertions and extraordinary skill 
he raised a body of militiamen and recraits into an 
army unparalleled for its excellence, and by a succession 
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of victories lie at length taught his discontented couu- 
trymen to know their own military capacities and to 
believe in the fortuBe of their arms. It was this gra- 
dual creation of means and power which communicated 
BO distinctive a character to the war. Sir Arthur Wel- 
lealey originally sailgd with a handful of troops on an 
" espedition." to Portugal. He returned the commander 
of such a British army as had never before been seen, 
and the conqueror in such a war as Lad never before 
been maintained. Single-handed, England had encoun- 
tered and defeated those redoubtable legions of France 
before which Continental Europe had hitherto suc- 
cumbed. She had become a principal in the great Eu- 
ropean struggle, and, by the talents and fortune of her 
great commander, bad entitled herself to no second 
place in the councils of the world. It is as well, per- 
haps, that our subject demands no special notice of that 
invindble army by which these feats were wrought. 
When the war was sumiaarily concluded by the ruin 
of one of the belligerents, it had penetrated the Fi'ench 
territory as far as Bordeaux. There it was broken up. 
Of ita famous regiments, some were carried across the 
Atlantic to be launched heedlessly against the redoubts 
of New Orleans, some shipped off to perish in the rice 
swamps of Antigua, and some retained to participate 
in one more battle for victoiy. But from this point 
its renown lives in history alone ; its merits never met 
the recognition which was their due, and our own 
generation has witnessed the tardy acknowledgment, 
by a piece of riband and a medai, of deeds which forty 
years before proved the salvation of Europe and the 
immortal glory of Britain. 
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During; the memorable events which we have beeK 
describing, the i,hiiacter and ] OBition of Wellinffton hod 
risen to a signal ptch ot reputation anl esteen A 
successful soldier and a popuhr commander he had 
been accounted from the betpnning but he was now 
recognized as something infinitely more By iegrces 
the Spanish war had become a consj uous lement in 
the mighty European stru^le ; and it was the only war, 
indeed, in which an aacendant was permanently main- 
tained over the star of Napoleon. All eyes were there- 
fore turned upon the General enjoying such an exclu- 
sive privilege of genius or fortune. Nor were his merits 
limited to the field of battle alone. He was the visible 
adviser of Spanish and Portuguese statesmen, and 
whatever administrative successes awwted their efforts 
were due to no counsels but his. His dear vision and 
steady judgment disentangled all the intrioaciea oi 
democratic intrigues or courtly corruption, and detected 
at once the path of wisdom and policy. It was impos- 
sible, too, that his views should be confined to the 
Peninsula, In those days all politics wore a cosmopo- 
litan character. There was but one great question be- 
fore the eyes of the world — European freedom or Eu- 
ropean servitude, — the " French Empire" on one side 
and a coalition of adversaries or victims on the other. 
Wellington's eye was cast over the plains of Germany, 
over the wilds of Russia, on the shores of the Baltic, 
nnd the islands of the Mediterranean. His saga«ity 
Estimated every combination at its true import, and 
measured the effects of every expedition, while his vic- 
tories served to check despondency, or animate resistance 
in countries fer removed from the scene of hia opera- 
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tiona. The battle of Salamanca was celebrated by tte 
retiring Russians with rejoicings which fell ominously 
on the ears of their pursuers, and the triumph of Vitto- 
ria determined the wavering policy of Austria against 
the tottering (brtunes of Napoleon, These circum- 
stances lent a weight to the words of Wellington such 
as had rarely been before experienced either by states- 
man or soldier. On all points relating to the one great 
problem of the day, bis opinion was anxiously asked 
and respectfully received — and not by his own Govern- 
ment alone, but by all Cabinets coneeraed in the pro- 
secution of the pending struggle. When, therefore, lie 
dissolution of Napoleon's empire compelled a new orga- 
nization of Fiance, the Duke of Wellington was 
prompth despatched to Paris, as the person most com- 
pttent to adi ise and instruct the new Adrainistration — 
toui dajs only eHpsing between his departure from the 
head of the armj and his appearance as British Am- 
bassador at the Tuileries. Within a week, again, of 
this time he was precipitately recalled to Madrid, as the 
only individual who, by his experience, knowledge, and 
iniluence could compose the differences between the 
Sp"ini=h people and their malicious Sovereign ; and be- 
fore SIX months hid passed, he was on his way to 
Vienna as the representative of his country in the great 
congress of nations which was to determine the settle- 
ment of the world. These practical testimonies to his 
renown throw wholly into the shade those incidental 
honours and decorations by which national acknowledg- 
ments are conveyed, and it is almost superfluous to 
add, that all the titles and distinctions at the command 
of Crowns and Cabinets were showered upon the libera- 
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tOT of the Peninsula and the conqueror of Napoleon. 
Talavera had made hha a baron and a viscount ; Ciudad 
Eodrigo an eail, Salamanca a marquis, and Vittoiia a 
duke ; and, as these honors had all accumulated in his 
absence, his successive patents were read together in a 
single day, as he toot his seat for the first time, and 
■witli tlie highest rank, among the peers of England. 

But his military services were not yet quite conclud- 
ed — they were to terminate in a more brilliant though 
not more substantial triumph than had been won on 
the fields of Spain. "While tlie allied Sovereigns were 
wrangling over the trophies of their success, their terri- 
ble antagonist re-appeared once more. Napoleon was 
again in Paris, and, aided by the devotion of his ad- 
herents, the miHtary capacities of the nation, and the 
numbers of veteran soldiers who 'at the peace had 
been released from imprisonment, he speedily advanced 
at the head of an army as formidable as that of Aus- 
terlitz or Friedland. At the first rumours of war the 
contingent of England had been intrusted to Welling- 
ton, who occupied in Belgium tbo post of honour and 
peril. Of all the mighty reinforcemenfa announced 
none but a Prussian corps was at hand, when, without 
warning given, the Fi'ench Emperor feli teadlong on 
is at Ligny and Quatre Bras. The Duke tad 
lut a scheme of hostilities with his usual de- 
cision, and was prepared to take the field with his usual 
confidence, but the loss of that army which "could go 
any where and do any thing" was now giievously felt. 
The troops of Napoleon were the very finest of the Em- 
pire — the ti'ue repi'eaentatives of the Grand Army ; but 
Wellington's motley force comprised only 33.000 Brit- 
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ish, and of these only a portion was contributed by the 
redoubtable old regimenia of the Peninsula. Neverthe- 
less, with these in the front line, and with Brunswiokers, 
Belgians, Dutch and GermauB in support, the British 
general awaited at Waterloo the impetuous onset of Na- 
poleon, and at length won that crowning victory which 
k even yet familiar to the minds of Englishmen, That 
this final conquest added much more than brilliancy 
to the honours of Wellington is what cannot be said. 
The campaign was not long enough for strategy, nor 
was the battle fought by manteuvres ; but whatever 
could be done by a general was done by England's 
Dnke, and this distinct, and, as it were, personal conflict 
between the two great commanders of the age, natural- 
ly invested the conqueror with a peculiar lustre of re- 

Ey a destiny unexampled in history, the hero of 
these countless conquests survived to g^ve more than 
one generation of his countrymen the benefit of his civil 
services. Such an ordeal has never before been endured 
by any public character. Military experience does not 
furnish the fittest schools of statesmanship, especially 
when the country to be governed is that of a free, in- 
telligent, and progressive people. But, if the political 
principles of the great man who has now departed were 
not always reconcilable with the opinions and demands 
of modern advancement, they were at least consistent 
in themselves, were never extravagantly pressed, never 
tyrannically promoted, and never insisted on to the 
hindrance of the Government or the damage of the 
State. In estimatiag Wellingt^m's politics it must never 
be forgotten that he was a politician of 1807, and that 
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he descended to us the last representative of a school 
that had passed. If he was less liberally-minded than 
the statesmen of hia later days, we may fairly inquire 
how many of his own generation would have been as 
liberal as he 1 

Our memoir now enters upon a period of history 
entirely new. The great battle of Waterloo had finally 
terminated the times of war, and introduced a reign of 
peace so stable, that its conclusion, notwithstanding 
some disturbances, may yet, we trust, be distant still. 
The condition of Europe which now ensued was exceed- 
ingly remarkable. The mighty contest just closed had 
been a struggle between two principles, which, though 
they assumed the forms of legitimacy and revolution, 
included also respectively the more moderate types of 
conservatism and reform. To all appearances the des- 
perate game had been at length decided in iavour of 
the party of resistance against the party of progress, and 
an undisputed sway might now have been anticipated 
for the andeut traditions of government. Yet the 
echoes of the cannon had scarcely ce^ed when the 
clamours of the people began, and political agitation 
was commenced with such advantage, popularity, and 
success as it had never enjoyed during the ascendency 
of revolutionary France, The explanation of this phe- 
nomenon is simple enough. The cessation of war and 
its vicissitudes had left a void in the popular mind. 
National spirits required new occupation, and the crea- 
tion of some new interest to satisfy the desires which 
had been called into being by so exciting a struggle. 
But with this tondency to agitation in general was com- 
bined a. decided bias in the direction of liberalism. 
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Much of the work of the French Revolutionists was im- 
perishable, and many of their maxims survived the scaf- 
folds of the Eepublic and the wai's of the Empire, 
Topics, moreover, and novelties of all kinds had been 
tossed up by the political storm ; discussion had been 
earnest, and Sovereigns, in the exigencies of a strnggle 
for life and death, had been induced to concede some- 
thing and promise more to the reasonable claims of 
their subjects. Moreover, the pressure of taxation was 
severely felt, and there was a natural AesiK to direct 
again to the proper objects of peace those energies of 
government which had been so long absorbed in the 
prosecution of war. The Duke of Wellington himself, 
in advocating certain measures of European policy at 
this period, observed with his unerring s^acity, that 
what was needed by the several Governments was such 
a peace as would give them " the power of reducing 
their overgrown military establishioents, and the leisure 
lo attend to the internal concerns of their nations, and 
to improve the situation of their people." 

These conditions of society determined the character 
of European history during what has been termed " the 
30 years' peace," and through which period we shall 
now have to follow the subject of our memoir. At the 
outset it appeared as if Sovereigns were not indisposed 
to share with the people that fi'eedom to which the ex- 
ertions of the latter had restored them, but, whether 
scared by visions of reviving Jacobinism or spoiled by the 
sweete of power, they speedily renounced their views, 
and concerted a common policy of repression through- 
out the whole of Europe. With the events which en- 
sued wo are no further concerned than in so far as they 
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illustrate the position and conduct of the great Duke in 
mitigating or controlhng them. In GermaDy and Italy 
the fires of discontent smouldered, with Occasional out- 
breaks, until the conflagration of 1848. In France the 
process was so much more rapid that within 12 years of 
the evacuation of that country by the allied forces, the 
Duke lived to see flying on the Thames in harmony 
and concord with the flag of England that very tricolour 
which his whole military life had been devoted to de- 
basing. What happened in England under this new 
system of politics we shall presently be called upon to 
rdf^ate. 

The civil career of the Duke of Wellmgton thus 
divides itself into two portions, in one of which he co- 
operated with foreign Governments for the' general set- 
tlement of Europe, and in the other took his personal 
share in the particular administration of his own coun- 
try. It is to the former of these that our attention must 
be first directed. 

To prevent any recurrence of those desolating wars 
which had just been terminated, it was determined to 
control France, the originator of the evil, by an armed 
occupation. The command of the force charged with 
this critical duty was intrusted by common consent to 
the Duke of Wellington, but for whose powerful media- 
tion France would have fared far more hardly at the 
hands of the victorions Powers. The exasperated 
Prussians were bent upon demolishing the monuments 
of Paris; and even less revengeful spirits inclined to 
think that considerable concessions might be exacted 
irom a nation which bad infiicted such troubles and 
miseries on Europe at large. The Duke, however, I'e- 
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strained the fury of Blucher, and succeeded by the 
wiadom and force of his argumenta in modifying the 
views of the allied Cabinets, It was owing to his r&- 
pvesentations and influence both that no penalty of 
confiscation was enforced against France, and tiat the 
occupation of her territory was temporary instead of 
permanent. Against the vindicUyeness of some, the 
ambition of others, and the fears of more, he urged the 
incontrovertible plea that Enrope could never be tran- 
quil while France was a^tated, and that France must 
infallibly be agitated if left with such reasonable ground 
of complaint. In all discussions of detail his opinion 
was invariably thrown on the side of moderation and 
indulgence, and though he abstained I'rom interceding 
on behalf of Marshal Key, it is hard to see how this 
omission can be designated as a dereliction of any posi- 
tive obligations. It is certainly probable that a request 
from an officer in the Duke's position would liot have 
been refused by the (Government of France, but such a 
request the Diifce was not bound to prefer by any con- 
siderations of duty or justice. It will hardly surprise 
the reader to leam that during his residence in tlie con- 
quered capital his life was twice attempted by assassins 
— once when a quantity of gunpowder was placed in his 
cellars for explosion on the occasion of a fete, and, agmn, 
when a pistol was discharged at his carriage as he drove 
into tiiegatesof his hotel. The authorof this latterattempt 
was Cantillon, the miscreant to whom in respect of this 
very transactioiijNapoleon bequeathed apecuniary legacy. 
In the j'ear 1818 was held the first of those Royal 
riunwrbs suggested by the political embarrassments to 
which we have alluded above. The King of Prussia 
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and the Emperors of Austria and Russia met in t^ie 
month of September at Aii-la-Chap«lle, aud this con- 
ference was attended on (tie part of the Enghsh Crown 
by the Duke of Wellington and Lord Oastlereagh. 
lie chief, if not the sole, public business here transacted 
was tlie agreement for the evacuation of France by the 
allied army, and the restoration of that State to its in- 
dependent dignity araong European nations. The pro- 
posal was in anticipation of the provisions of the treaty 
which had fixed five years as the possible term of occu- 
pation. The private interests of tbe Duke were largely 
concerned in the maintenance of this arrangement to 
its full extent. His position and emoluments as Gene- 
ralissimo of the occupying force were exceedingly grand, 
and the inclination of most of his political colleagues 
tended, as he well knew, to the strict enforcement of the 
compact. Such considerations, however, had no weight 
ftgainst his impartial conclusions, and he so suceeasfully 
exerted hia influence in favour of France that the evacua- 
tion was decided upon without difficulty or delay. 

In the several conferences which rapidly succeeded 
the meeting at Aix-la-Chapelle no part was taken either 
by England or her representatives; but in the year 1822 
a congress was held at Verona, to which, as Plenipo- 
tentiary from the British Government, the Duke re- 
paired, and the occasion is remarkable, not only from 
the results of the convention, but because it first iden- 
tified the proceedings of the Duke with the debatable 
politics of the English Cabinet, and brought our mili- 
tary hero within the scope of Parliamentary animad- 
version. Among the subjects which the assembled 
Sovereigns regarded with anxious solicitude was the 
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state of Spain. The Spanish people had peremptorily 
demanded the realization of those constitutional pros- 
pects with which they had long been beguiled, and it 
Boemed probable that Ferdinand VII. would he com- 
pelled to yield. Such a compulsion was viewed at 
Verona in the light of a political sacrilege, and it was 
determined by France, with moi* or less assent on tbe 
part of the allied Crowns, to maintain the Royal pre- 
rogative in Spain by force of arms. It happened that 
just at this period the character of the Bi-itish Cabinet 
had received its first important modification from the 
death of Lord Londonderry and the appointwent of 
Mr. Canning to the Secretaryship of Foreign Affaire. 
The Dufee, in fact, had received his instructions as 
Plenipotentiary from the pen of the new Minister, and 
when the actual invasion of Spain by a French army 
in support of absolutist principles was announced to 
["he world, it was loudly exclaimed that either these 
instructions must have been disregarded, or that the 
Government had been grossly inattentive to its duty in 
permitting such an outrage upon the independence and 
liberties of a people. The debates in Parliament were 
long and violent, and thongh those were not times of 
Ministerial minorities the Opposition produced some 
impression by their protests. The Duke defended 
himself by proving what could never, of so strict 
a disciplinarian, have been seriously disbelieved — 
that he had faithfully conformed to his instruc- 
tions, that those instructions included no authority 
to use menace, but that, as fer as influence or remon- 
strance could go he had strongly dissuaded such inter- 
ference with the afllairs of the Spanish nation, and had 
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set the difficulties of Peninsular intervention in the 
fullest light from hia own experience. At this distance 
of time we can see that the affair, like many of our 
own day, was magnified beyond its due proportions for 
party purposes. It is not unreasonable to suspect that 
the Duke, who had no personal sympathies witJi Can- 
ning, and few, as yet, with his politics, may have co- 
operated somewhat ungradously with the liberal suc- 
cessor of Castlereagh ; but, apart from his invariable 
fidelity to his duties, it is perfectly certain, from his 
known opinions, th.at he must have been opposed to 
the renewal of war in the Peninsula under cireum- 
atances like these. He may have had very little affec- 
tion for Spanish patriots, and he may have thought 
that the neutrality professed by his Government would 
have b«en as truly violated by contesting the decisions 
of Knssia or France as by dictating terms to Spain, but 
his opposition to the project was doubtless exerted as 
cordially as his position allowed. With this occurrence 
terminated those peculiar duties of the Duke to which 
we have been referring ; for, though he proceeded on a 
special embassy to St. Petersburgh in 1826, the event 
was not of a character to call for much remark. 

l>uring this participation in the counsels of Europe's 
rulers, the Duke invariably evinced that practical fore- 
sight which distinguished his character. He was not a 
liberalpolitician,norwhat we might now term an enlight- 
ened statesman. He " had seen as much of war as most 
men," and most of the wars he had seen njight be trace- 
able, in his opinion, to the operation of democratic princi- 
ples ; but, if he was not in this respect very generously 
disposed, he was too wise and too sagacious to be tyran- 
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nioal or severe. His experience of " constitutions," as 
devised by popular agitators, was not fevourable. His 
prineiplea inclined to legitimate monarchy and to 
"strong Governments," but none knew better than he 
that order could only he permanently maintained by 
consulting the wishes of the people aa well as the ca- 
pi'ices of the Sovereign, and his voice was given on the 
side of freedom, though not perhaps absolutely for free- 
It must not be imagined that England, during these 
proceedings, was forgetful of her hero. Honors, offices 
and rewards were showered on him from every quarter. 
Aa the Crown had exhausted its store of titles, and 
Parliament its forms of thanksgiving, the recognitions 
of his crowning victory took a more substantial shape. 
In addition to former grants, the sum of £200,00p was 
voted, in 1815, for the purchase of a mansion and es- 
tate to be settled on the dukedom. With these funds, 
a commission appointed for the purpose concluded a 
bargam witt Lord Rivera for the noble domain of 
Strathfieldsaye, in Hampshire, to he held in perpetuity 
of the Crow ii by the Dukes of Wellington, on condition 
ot presenting yearly a tii-colour flag to the British sove- 
reign, on the 18th of June. Thi-s symbol, correspond- 
ing to a similar token presented by the Dukes of Marl- 
borough, is always suspended in the Armory at Wind- 
sor Castle, where the litUe silken trophies may be se«n 
hanging together in perpetual memory of Blenheim and 
Waterloo. The estate of Strathfieldsaye has since been 
largely increased by the investmenta of the Duke's pri- 
vate eetmomy ; it is now, we believe, many miles in 
circumference, and, though the mansion is not pro- 
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portioned to the dignity either ot the domain or the 
title, the avenue bi which it is approached !•! almost 
unequalled. During thp first \eii of hi« re-iidence m 
Paris, the state of hia health induced him to repair to 
Cheltenham, and ga\e occasion for an infinite number 
of grateful or te-itn e aLknrwledgments Amon^ these 
was the opening ot ^at^rloo Bnlge, at which cere 
mony the hero of the title appeared, with the Pnnoe 
Regent and the Duke of York, under a salute of 202 
guns, and it was at the same period that the erection 
of the present Apsiey House, a residence privately pur- 
chased by the Duke, was undertaken and completed by 
Mr. Wyatt, We are now so familiarized with monu- 
mental effigies of our hero in every possible guise, that 
it may surprise the reader to hear, that the trophy in 
the Park was for twenty years the only statue of the 
Duke of which the metropolis could boast. It was 
subscribed for by the ladies of England, between 1819 
and 1821, and was erected on tiie Waterloo anniversary, 
in 1822, in which year, also, the merchants of London 
presented their elaborate shield. The crown, meantime, 
had lost no opportunity of stgnaliziog its mindfulness 
of services rendered. The Duke, in 1818, was appoint- 
ed Master-General of the Ordnance, in 1819 Governor 
of Plymouth, and in 1820 Colonel-in-Chief of the 
Rifle Brigade, into which, at the disbandment of cer- 
tain regiments, the famous old 95th had been trans- 
muted. As to foreign Com'ts, they had already said 
and done their utmost ; but in 1818, the Sovereigns of 
Austria, Russia and Prussia simultaneously promoted 
the Duke to that rank in their respective forces which 
he had ah'eady reached in his own; so that of the 
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soldier who has just expired, we may assert the incredi- 
ble fact, that though he gained every honour by service 
and none by birth, he died a Field- Marshal of near 
forty yeaiB standing in four of the gi'eatest armies in 
the world. 

The time, however, had now ariived when the gi'eat 
Duke was to take a mom direct and visible part in the 
Administration of hia countiy, and it was wnder the 
foliowitig circumstances that he entered on this duty. 
The old Tory Cabinet of the wai- had subsisted for ten 
years under the presidency of Lord Liverpool, without 
material modification in its constitution or policy. Mr. 
Canning, it is true, had been for some time at the head 
of the Board of Control, but it was not until his acces- 
sion to the Foreign-ofSce, in 1822, that his influence 
was substantially felt in the measures of the Govern 
ment. But now the elements of mighty change began 
perceptibly to work. The days of unmitigated Toryiaoi 
were drawing to a close, and the precursors of reform 
appeared iipou the scene. The principles of general 
liberalism in the pei^son of Canning, and of free trade 
in that of Huskisson, were to be gradually introduced 
into the stubborn Cabinet of the Regency, and old men 
were at length to ^ve place to new. Of the four ancient 
notabilities Lord Londonderry was already gone. Lord 
Sidmouth had just retired, Lord Eldon was declining, 
and the end of Lord Liverpool was at hand. It was a 
period of transition, and, like all such periods, was rife 
with angry suspicions, with incessant jars between the 
men of resistance and the men of progi'ess, with mistakes, 
recriminations, compromises, and confessions. 

Over and above the innumerable points of general 
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policy to be thus reconsidered, there were two great qaes- 
lions awaiting a decision— those of Parliamentary 
reform and Catholic emancipation. The former of these, 
though originally entertained by a Tory Minister, had 
become politically identified with the pledges of the 
Whigs, and was adopted rather than promoted by the 
" Radicals" of tbe time as the chief object of their agita- 
tion. The latter was less essentially a party question, 
for it concerned rather the practical government of Ire- 
land than the recognition of a theoretical principle, and 
statesmen and Cabinets had heen divided on its merits 
ever »nce the opening of the war. The measure, how- 
ever, had been seized by the Whigs as their own ; it 
had been defeated by the Tories, and its destinies were 
generally connected with the prospects of Whig ascen- 
dency. This party had now, for a very long interval, 
been excluded from power. Their adversaries had mono- 
polized the credit of the war and the support of the 
electoral constituencies, and it almost seemed as if they 
were irremovabiy established in their seats of office. 

During all this time the condition of the country 
had been disturbed and feverish in the extreme. Those 
public discontents which on the Continent had taken 
the form of military insurrection, in England assumed 
the shape of political agitation, George IV., who in 
1820 had exchanged the title of Regent for that of 
King, was in no favour with the people. He had so 
long antidpated the position of Eoyalty, that his ac- 
tual accession to the throne brought with it none even 
of those indefinite expectations which usually make a 
new reign popular. Though personally connected 
with the Whig party in times past, he had promptly 
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oonfinned the ascendency of the Tories on coming to 
the Crown ; and the known selfishness of his disposiUon 
appeared to be only a^ravsted by power, while his 
more attractive qualities had gradually given place to 
the morosity of age. His personal character, indeed, 
figured largely in tiie complaints of the people, who do- 
sorihed their Sovereign as absorbed in the Juxurious en- 
joyments of a misanthropical seclusion while his sub- 
jects were suffering the extremities of pressure and 
want. There was great reason for these murmurs. 
Though the state of the country imperatively needed re- 
forms, the great policy oftheMinistry was that of repres- 
sion alone. Wliile new ideas were fermenting among 
the people with the diffusion of political knowledge 
and the growing conviction of misgovern ment, the 
Cabinet policy was that of 20 years before, with its 
rigorous maxims of resistance and severity. The con- 
sequences were nothing but natural. The people were 
seduced by demagogues into wicked e 
travagaut demands. They held nightly g 
the large towns and manufacturing shires, hatched chi- 
merical plots of marching on the metropolis, talked 
plain treason at public assemblies, and proposed the 
forcible overthrow of the Government. A conspiracy 
for the assassination of the Ministry in a body was ac- 
tually formed, and was not defeated by any want of 
resolution or earnestness on the part of the conspirators. 
On the other hand, the Government was confirmed by 
these very excesses totb in its own repressive policy and 
in the support of the well-affected part of the population. 
They spared, therefore, neither the law nor the sword. 
They sent artillery into one county and special oom- 
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missions into another; they charged public meetings 
with cavalry, and strung up rioters and sheepstealers 
on the same gallows. Their names were salut«d with 
cries of execration, and their persona made the object 
of incessant bostiUty, but they paid spies to worm out 
ihe secrets of the seditious, and pursued their unswerv- 
ing course in reliance on principles which had carried 
England, as they imagined, through worse storms than 
these. 

In this unpopularity of the Administration the 
great Duke participated. Though it was impossible to 
overlook his transcendent claims to respect, and though 
he had not as yet taken any very active part in do- 
mestic politics, yet he was known to he of the Tory 
school, and connected, indeed, by ties of the closest 
sympathy with the hated Castleresgh. Even his mili- 
tary eminence was no recommendation in the eyes of 
those who denounced soldiers as the instruments of ty- 
ranny, and who had searcely been brought, even by a 
galaxy of victories, to approve of an anti-democratic 
war. The indications, loo, which he had given of his 
sentiments were not of a tendency to conciliate a sus- 
picious public As Master-General of the Ordnance he 
had taken a seat in the Cabinet, bad concurred in the 
prosecution of the Queen, and had spoken in terms of 
soldierlike bluntness about certain proceedings of the 
Opposition. He was now, however, to do m.ore. He 
was to become an influential member of the Administra- 
tion, and to bear his part, for good or evil, in the im- 
portant changes which were to convert the British Go- 
vernment from what it was under George IV. to what 
it is under Queen Victoria. 
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For two or three years affairs proceeded without the 
occurrence of any remarkable conjuncture. The foreign 
policy of Eagland had been conclusively severed from 
that of tJie allied Courts of the Continent, and a few 
steps were taken in the direction of commercial emanci- 
pation ; but the political crisis was still suspended. 
Mr. Canning and Mr. Hustisson were looked upon 
with no kindly eyes ; but, though the wedge had been 
effectually inserted, no further impulse was given to it 
for some time. Lord Eldon croaked and prophesied, 
Lord Liverpool looked doubtingly ahead, and the 
Duke, perhaps, saw further than othere ; but the old 
Administration remained in outward form substantially 
the same, and the catastrophe was yet to come. At 
length, in Februarj 1827 Lf d L pool fa ulties 
suddenly failed him, and h lall 1 ft the G e nment 
not only without a h ad but th ut that nfiuence 
which had hitherto l pt t t th Its nst tu nts 
were divided among th m 1 n all th gr t ju 

tions coming on. Th Id h 11 f th Adm n t at n 
was anti-Catholic and anti-Liberal, but its vital elements 
represented emancipation and progress. The Puke had 
not yet discerned the necessity of tie latt«r doctrines, 
but he was too sagacious to consort with dotards or 
bigots, and allied himself rather with. Mr. Peel, who 
had succeeded to Lord Sidmouth's office of Home Secre- 
tary in 1822. Thus, besides the old Tory staff and the 
new leaven, there were the great Duke and his friends, 
who, if open to conviction, were not yet prepared for 
change, and by no means well disposed towards those 
who were promoting it 

At the time of Lord Liverpool's illness there were 
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two important subjects before the Legislature. The 
Roman Catholic question created a violent debate and 
a close division, while Mr. Huskisson's doctrines had 
taken the substantive form of a Cora Bill, intended to 
relax the restrictive system in force. The former subject 
came' on under Canning's direction, while the govern- 
ment was still without a bead ; but the motion was lost 
in the Lower House, and was, consequently, not dis- 
cussed in the Lords. After a few weeks, however, when 
if became evident that Lord Liverpool's recovery was 
beyond liope, lie formation of a new Ministry became 
indispensable, and on the 10th of April the King sent 
for Mr. Canning. The claims of this statesman to the 
Premiership, both, from official services and popular 
favour, were incontestable ; but his opinions ri 
only a minority of the Cabinet, and it had i 
seen whether those who could co-operate with Mr. 
Canning under the conciliatory presidency of Lord 
Liveipool would be content to acknowledge his control 
as leader "of the Administration. As iar as Catholic 
emancipation went, no great difficulties need have inter- 
vened, for, though the new Premier's disposition in 
favour of Ireland was well known, the question was left 
an open one. But Mr, Canning, though not a IVhig by 
profession, was a Liberal by principle, and his Ministiy, 
under whatever title, must be a Liberal Ministry. For 
this the Duke was not prepared, and when the new 
appointment was duly communicated to the members 
of the late Government he, lite the majority of his eol- 
Je^ues, sent in his resignation. Nor did he stop here, 
for he laid also at the King's feet the Master-General- 
ship of the Ordnance and the Commandership-in- 
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Chie^ to which, at the Duke of York's death, he had 
naturally succeeded. Moreover, when in the ensuing 
June the Corn Bill of Canning and Huskisson came 
before the House of Lords, Le moved and carried an 
amendment destructive of the measure, although it had 
been prepared by a government of which at the tdme 



These remarkable circumstances occasioned an ex- 
traordinary agitation in the public mind. It was as- 
serted that the coincidence of the resignations, which 
all reached Mr. Canning within a few hours of each 
other, disclosed a combination of their writers against 
the independence of the Sovereign and the success of 
the new Administration, and as the Duke, though not 
the foremost statesman of the party, was the most dis- 
tinguished personage concerned, and as he had taken 
what appeared to be the gratuitous step of retiring even 
from the Commandership-in-Chief, it was alleged that 
he had desired the Premiership for himself, and bad 
adc^ted these measures to disconcert and embarrass the 
Government. On these points he delivei'ed himself of 
an elaborate exculpation from his place in the House of 
Lords, averring, among other declarations, that, so for 
from seeking to conduct a Government, he was "sen- 
sible of being unqualified for such a situation," and that 
he "should have been mad to think of it" — words 
which were not foi^tten in subsequent times. No 
reader will now suppose that the Duke of Wellington 
ever entertained the idea of dictating to his Sovereign, 
or of combining with others in the spSiit imputed to 
him, nor'is there, in fact, any need of such a forced hy- 
pothesis i» explanation of the facte. What the Duke 
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felt at the new appointment, all felt, and all were ready 
to mai'k their disapprobation. They did not desire a 
liberal Government; they did not admire "political 
adventurers," and they were unprepared for a Cabinet 
in wliiuh the Premier was committed to the emanci- 
pation policy, however open the question might be con- 
sidered. There is no doubt that, besides all this, the 
Duke was personally adverse to an intimate connexion 
with Mr, Canning;, and this feeling induced him to dis- 
cover hostility in the Premier's communications, and 
to decide against retaining an office which, though un- 
political in itself^ would require a certain cordiality of 
co-operation with the head of the Government. As to 
hia conduct on the Corn Bill, he disavowed amid angry 
I any intention of annoying the Ministry, or 
) measure by the amendment which 
he suggested. 

The whole episode was of brief duration. Ex- 
hausted by toil, deserted by those who should have 
supported him, and relentlessly persecuted by al! who 
distrusted his politics or envied his elevation, Mr. Can- 
ning expired in the fourth month of his office, and left 
the King and the Government in worse perplexities than 
before. An Administration was then formed under Lord 
Goderich, who, as Mr. Eobinson, had succeeded to the 
(Chancellorship of the Exchequer at the time that Mr. 
Canning became Foreign Secretary. The new Cabinet 
closely resembled the last in its constitution, but its 
leader was wholly incapable of impressing any unity of 
purpose upon a Ministry in times like these .Mr. Can- 
ning died in August, and before the end (rf the year 
Loi'd Goderich had rtsigned hia office in despair. Thus 
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there appeared to be no chance of a good working 
Ministry under the Canning policy, while the true days 
of the old Tories were already past, and those of the 
Whigs not quite come. In his embarraeamenis the 
King did what Kings and Queens have so often done 
since ; he sent for the Duke of Wellington. The Duke 
repaired to the Eoyal closel, and, to the surprise of 
some, the amusement of many, and the satisfaction of 
more, was gazetted as Prime Minister of England with- 
in eight months after his own declaration that the office 
was wholly beside his powers. 

Since Canning's death he had so far qualified his re- 
cent secession from affairs as to return to the command 
of the army, and he had just gratified his countrymen 
by a series of visits to the aristocracy, iu a progress 
which fell little short of the splendours of royalty. He 
was now to charge himself with the formation of a 
Cabinet and the responsible direction of pubhc business, 
under circumstances found impracticable by those who 
had preceded him in the attempt. Perhaps both the King 
and the Duke would have preferred an Administration 
constructed wholly on the principles entertained by the 
Premier, but of this there appeared no acceptable chance. 
So the Duke look Mr. Huskisson, whom he misliked, 
and four more " Canningites" besides, but he still re- 
tained Peel at his side, and it was evident that the aoul 
of the Administration resided here. The Chancellor- 
ship of the Exchequer was filled by Mr. Goulburn, a 
name long afterwards respectably connected with the 
party thus rising ; but, though the Canningites formed 
tlie weaker element of the Cabinet, they were thought 
to contribute much towards shaping its policy ; and 
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80, in truth, they did, for, though the men were soon 
changed, their spirit survived in the measures brought 
forward. 

Before the eyes of the great Duke and his colleagues 
there still loomed the three great questions of the time — 
questions on which neither all Liberals nor all Conser- 
vativea thought alike, but which the force of opinion 
was clearly pressing onwards for a decision. There was 
a question of religious disabilities, sometimes under the 
form of Corporation and Test Acts, but ultimately shap- 
ing itself into Irish Emancipation. There was the ques- 
tion of Free Trade, sometimes in the guise of Spitalfields 
or Navigation Acts, sonietiraes involved in com aver- 
ages or warehousing regulations, but alwaj^ tending to 
untaxed bread ; and finally, under motions for disfran- 
chising one constituency and eufranchiaiug another, ap- 
peared the mighty question of Parliaraentaiy reform. 
On all these the Duke held opinions which were prob- 
ably averse to material change. That he was opposed 
to the views of the Liberal party we cannot assert, for 
not all of the Liberal party desired the modification of 
the Com Laws ; nor that he was opposed to the wishes 
of tlie country, for the country on the whole, did not de- 
sire Catholic emancipation. But it is probable that, on 
bis own judgment, he would have maintained the exists 
ing institutions in substantia! integrity. What he then 
thought of the Com Laws he had recently shown; what 
he thought, after much longer consideration, of Parlia- 
mentary reform, is not yet forgotten ; and what he 
thought of religious disabilities we shall presently see. 

The very first business of the session brought these 
principles on the table. Lord John Russell moved for 



cji-vGtX)^le 



a repeal of the Corporation and Test Acts — the first 
step towards that reli^ous freedom which Cathohc 
emancipation would manifestly consummate. Govern- 
ment opposed the measure; but the Reformers were too 
strong for them, and the measure was carried in a full 
house by a majority of 44, Moreover, although the 
Duke did not approve of this policy, there were some 
of his colle^ues who did, so that he had fo encounter 
with a divided Cabinet the declared resoliition of the 
Commons. The times, indeed, were such that unani- 
mity was scarcely attainable ; for the old party could 
hold no longer, and no new formation had been made. 
These difficulties had demolished Lord Goderich, but 
they were not too great for the Duke, though his policy 
may at first sight appear not heroic He yielded, look 
np the bill with a good grace, and, against the despe- 
rate resistance of his old triend Lord Eldon, and of all 
who thought the church and the constitution veritably 
at stake, carried it under his own auspices, through the 
House of Lords. 

A month afterwards came a Com Bill of Mr. Hus- 
Ksson's again, and the Duke again compromised his 
private resolutions by accepting it as a Govemioent 
measure. Later still, as if the session was to test the 
new Ministry on every vital point, the question of Pat- 
liamentary Reform was brought under discussion, upon 
a motion to disfranchise the two boroughs of Penryn 
and East Eetford, and invest Manchester and Birming- 
ham with the electoral privileges thus vacated. In 
the course of the contest, a division was taken on the 
particular substitution of Birmingham for East Eetford. 
Government said "No" to the proposal, Kut Mr. Hua- 
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kisaon, though still Colonial Secretary, had managed 
to commit himself to an afflnnative vote. Confused at 
hia position, he sent the Duke what was either a resig- 
nation or aji offer of resignation, and what the Duke 
chose to think was the former. There was, in plain 
truth, hut little cordiality between them. Though the 
Duke's personal feelings had vanished with Mr. Can- 
ning's death, he had still no liking to his party, and 
certainly no preference for Mr, Hudcisson above others. 
Unpleasant jars had occurred already. Mr. Huskisson 
Lad publicly assured hia Liverpool constituents that he 
had not entered the new Administration without a 
" guarantee" for the general adjustment of its policy by 
that of Mr. Canning. This sounded as if a "pledge" 
had been exacted and given — an idea which the Duke 
indignantly repudiated ; and Parliamentary explana- 
tions had to be offered before the matter could be set 
at rest So this time the difference was made final. 
In vain did the common friends and colleagues of the 
two statesmen, endeavour to "explain" the unlucky com- 
munication. The Duke, in terms which passed into 
proverbial use, replied, that there "was no mistake, 
could be no mistake, and should be no mistake." He 
was not sorry, in fact, that so convenient an opportunity 
had been created to liis hand. Mr. Huskisson, there- 
fore, retii'ed, and with him retired not only Lord Dad- 
1 y M Lamb, and Mr. Grant, but even Lord Palmers- 
ton Of the Oanningites, Lyndhnrst alone remained ; 
and h 8u?stitution of Lord Aberdeen, Sir Henry Har- 
d n and Sir George Murray for the seceding malcon- 
ntfi a length gave consistency to the Wellington 
Mm y aftd formed, with the names of Feel and 
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Goulbura, a party which has not perished yet. And 
what did the Duke now do with his solidified Cabinet 
and his unshaeliled policy ! He gave up the princi- 
ple of religious disabilities once and for all, and canied 
by main strength the great measure of Catholic emanci- 

This mighty question had now passed during a 
quarter of a century through all the vicissitudes of 
Parliamentary debate, The motions of the Grenville 
party and their followers betweea 1805 and 1812 had 
usually been defeated by majorities varying from 100 
to 160 in the Commons, or still more decisive in the 
Lords. In the last-mentioned year Mr. Canning's pro- 
posals in favoarof the Roman Catholics were lost by 
129, but this majority had Men below 50 in 1813. 
In 1821 the change was still more signally manifested. 
Mr. Plunkett actually carried a measure of concession 
through the Common^ by a majority of 19, and Mr. 
Canning was equally successful in 1822, as was Sir F. 
Burdett in 1825 ; but the bills were, of course, lost in 
the Lords, though by smaller majorities than before. 
By this time, however, the Protestantism of the king- 
dom had taken the alarm; in 1827 a motion for a 
committee was lost, and in 1828 the opinions of the 
House seemed evenly balanced. It is not to be sup- 
posed that the measures hei* referred to suggested the 
absolute emancipation of the Roman Catholics. More 
or less liberal in their terms, they were usually tenta- 
tive in character, and designed chiefly to secure the re- 
cognition of a principle on which enactments of sub- 
stantial relief might be afterwards based. The circum- 
stances of the discusaon, too, had trom time to time 
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been seriously modified. Originally the question was 
considered in a light of such abstract policy that, as 
the Diike remarked, a bill concerning Eoman Catholi- 
cism in England had been intjwiuced into Parliament 
towaids the dose of the last century witbout even 
the knowledge of the authorities of Ireland. For a 
long time it was debated as involving points of princi- 
ple alone, but of late years an agitation had been ma- 
tured which metamorphosed the subject entirely. In- 
stead of being a question of toleration, it was a ques- 
tion of government. To such a state bad Ireland been 
brought by O'Connell and the priests, that Catholic 
emancipation was now demanded, not on tbe intrinsic 
merits of the claim, but as the sole means of satisfying 
a people not otherwise governable, and bringing one- 
third of the empire into harmony and unity with the 
rest. It was under this aspect that it exacted the at 
t«ntion of the Duke. Confident in their strength, and 
exasperated by the substitution of what they deemed 
an oppressive Ministry for the liberal and promising 
Cabinets of Canning and Goderich, the Irish confede- 
rates raged more furiously than before. They isolated 
themselves, as it were, from all the relations of politi- 
cal and sodal life for the one sole object of enforcing 
this demand upon the Government by a national move- 
ment. Ordinary crime was absorbed in this monster 
agitation, but Ibere was no law but that of tho priests, 
and no rule but that of O'Connell. At length he was 
even returned to Pariiament for Clare, and it was pro- 
claimed by an association, whose menace seemed war- 
ranted by its power, that every county in Ireland 
should record a like defiance of law and order. 
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It was upon these grounds, — tte incurable aBarchy 
of Ireland, the interminable division of Cabinets, the 
distraction of imperial councils, and the utter impossi- 
bility of maintaining such a state of affaiiTS that the 
Duke resolved on conceding to the Roman Catholics 
the emancipation they desired ; nor can we now err in 
ascribing a material share in the decision to the co-ope- 
ration of Robert Peel. Tliere was no veiy cheering 
prospect before the two colleagues. That &.e influence 
of the Ministry and the example of the Duke would 
carry the measure, as a Government question, through 
the Legislature could hardly be doubted, but other and 
serious considerations were in the way. The Welling- 
ton Cabinet had been carried to power on the presump- 
tion, whether sound or otherwise, that ibey would main- 
tMn Protestant ascendency ; this opinion was strongly 
felt by the electoral constituencies of the kingdom, and 
the conviction was generally understood to be shared in 
its fullest extent by the most exalted pei'sonage in the 
realm. Moreover, the question, though essentially one 
of progress, differed from all political questions of the 
like character in the reception it experienced among the 
people at large. Measures of pure political reform, 
however they may offend particular classes, are rarely 
unacceptable to the body of the nation ; but when re- 
ligious, instead of civil freedom, is at stake, the propo- 
sal seldom escapes some violent antagonism. In point 
of fact, it may be doubted to this day whether the ma- 
jority of the people were ever really favourable to Ca- 
tholic emancipation ; so that Ministers, witli all the 
pledges of their previous life against them, amid the 
reproaches of their former friends and the sarcasms of 
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their new allies, were proposing to carry an almost un- 
popular measure under what appfared the intimidation 
of Irish terrorism. What the Duke, honpver, had 
once decided on doing he did most characteristically. 
In the first plae«, he resolved that there should be no 
compromise, insufficiency, or hesitation about the act 
it-^lf. As concession was to be made, it should be 
made fully and freely, so as to satisfy all, and leave no 
rankling vestiges behind. In the next place, like a wise 
general, he gave his adversaries no opportunity of pro- 
fiting hy the disclosure of hia plans, but kept his coun- 
sels to himself till the time came for action. Rumours 
escaped, as they always do, respecting the intentions of 
the Cabinet, but with little better foundation than the 
instinctive apprehensions of the Tories. Even the high- 
est officers of the Crown were not all in the secret. 
The Attorney-General, Sir C, Wetherall, complained 
bitterly in the dehate that his legal co-operation had 
been required only seven days before the opening of 
Parliament ; and the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, the 
Marquis of Anglesey, publicly avowed his own want of 
informalion only six weeks earlier. Unfortunately, he 
did something more; he committed himself prema- 
turely to the cause of the agitators; and, as the Duke 
suffered no such breaches of discipline, the indiscretion 
was followed by an instantaneous recall. 

At length, however, on the 5th of February, 1829, 
the policy of the Government was plMnly announced 
in the speech from the Throne; and when the field had 
been once taken the Duke made short work and sure. 
His Grace in the Upper House, and Mr. Peel in the 
lower, met the exigencies of their respective positions 
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by manfu! acknowledgmeBte and unanswerable reason- 
ing. It was on tLis occasion that the Duie, having de- 
monstrated the positive necessity of either advanciBg 
or receding, dismissed the latter alternative with his 
celebrated declai'ation : — "My lords, I am one of those 
who have probably passed more of my life in war than 
most men, and principally I may say in civil war too, 
and I must say this, that if I could avoid by any sac- 
rifice whatever even one month of civil war in the conn 
try to which I am attached, I would sacrifice my life in 
order to do it." There was no rebutting such argu- 
ments, although tie opposition was most determined ; 
but the Duke carried his point, and in little more than 
a month the ReUef Bill passed both Houses by large 
majorities, received the Koyal assent, and became the 
law of the land. 

Yet the success was not without its cost. Protes- 
tant societies wept over the "lost consistency" of the 
great Duke— the King was angered — Tones stood aloof 
from the Government — the Ministry was modified, and 
there was talk even of strengthening the Wellingt<«i 
Cabinet by the admission of Earl Grey. One episode 
of the history is too remarkable to be omitted. The 
Duke had been chosen patron of the new collegiate in- 
stitution in the Strand, which, under the name of King's 
College, was destined to combat the rival seminary in 
Gower-slreet On the disclosure of the Ministerial pol- 
icy Lord Winchelsea, writing to a gentleman connected 
with the new establishment, spoke of the Duke and his 
patronship in these terms :■ — " Late political events have 
convinced me that the whole transaction was intended 
as a blind to the Protestant and High Church party, 
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that the noble Duke, who had for some time previous 
to that period determined upon breaking in upon the 
constitution of 1688, might the more effectually, under 
the cloak of some outward show of zeal for the Protes- 
tant religion, carry on his insidious designs for the in- 
fringement of our liberties and the introduction of Po- 
pery into every department of the State." These ex- 
pressions, coming ftom such a quarter, appeared to the 
Duke to call for personal notice, and after a vain essay 
of explanations, the Prime Minister of England, at- 
tended by Sir Henry Hardinge, and the Earl of Win- 
chelsea, attended by Lord Falmouth, met in Battersea- 
fields on the 21st of March, in full session, to dischaig^e 
loaded pistols at each other on a question concerning 
the Protestant religion. The life of the great captain, 
however, was not exposed to danger. Lord Winchel- 
sea, after recei ing the Duke's shot, fired in the air, and 
then tendered the apologj in default of which the en- 
counter had otcurred 

What the Prem r h d now done in thus carrying 
this importatt meas e couU have been done by no 
other statesman the k g lom. It was a feat which 
could never have been aci,omplished by a professed 
Liberal in opposition to the Tories, nor by any Tory, 
except one of high individual ascendency and strong 
personal resolution. Viewed merely as a Parliamentary 
performance it was a remarkable exploit, for great par- 
ties are not led fi'om their old paths except under extra- 
ordinary conditions of influence and guidance. It is 
certain, however, that the result was immediately preju- 
dicial to the public character of the Duke. He had 
not, indeed, yet sunk in that popular favour which al- 
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ivays attends great conquerors, for his decisions haid 
Iritherto been all for Liberalism, and Liberalism is rarely 
offensive to the great maaa of Englishmen. But with 
the upper and middle classes he had plainly lost ground, 
witi the latter by his sacrifice of " Protestantism" and 
consistency — with the former by his irr\iption upon the 
old political traditions of government and party. In 
fiict, the " strong Ministry" of the great Duke was al- 
ready weak, partly from the diaoi^anization of his sup- 
porters, partly from dishke of his military steranes8,but 
mainly from the very nature of events and consequences. 
It had done its work ; its one great object was aceom- 
plished, and, like the Ministry of 1846, after the repeal 
of the Com Laws, it could do little better than retire 
with credit. But matters were not yet ripe for such a 
change, and the Duke, who perhaps hardly compre- 
hended his own position, and who, if he had compre- 
hended it, would never have weighed it against the po- 
sition of the country, continued still to hold the reins of 
State. 

Of the three great questions which the times were 
maturing for solution, the Duke, in his Mintst^ial ca- 
pacity, had now practically disposed of two. In the 
matter of Free Trade he had given aa much as was yet 
asked for, and in that of religious freedom he had even 
outstripped the desires of the public. But the third 
question, that of Parliamentaiy Reform, still remwned 
for consideration, and it was upon this rock that his 
hitherto infallible sagacity was at length to make ship- 
wreck. The subject had not been obscured even by the 
absorbing topic of the recent session. A Tory nobleman 
had even converted the Ministerial policy on the Eman- 
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oipation Bill into an argument for the policy of the ex- 
treme Eadicala, asserting, by a whimsical deduction, 
that purchasable seats could do longer be permitted to 
exist with safety, now that Papists might become the 
purchasers. To this singular proposal the old Reformers 
added their usual motions, but with so little success that 
even the nioderal* proposition, in which the Canningites 
concurred, of transferring to Birmingham the particular 
franchise of East Retford, was lost by a majority of 37. 
On the question of Parliamentary Reform, as compre- 
hensively understood and agitated — that is to say, the 
systematic I'econetruction of the people's House in the 
Legislature, Mr. Euskisson and his followers were of 
one mind witli the Tories, nor had the Duke anything 
to apprehend in Parliament beyond the hopeless at- 
tempts of the purely liberal members. Perhaps, if he 
had seen symptoms of greater urgency oiit of doors, he 
might have cori'ected his opinion ; hut, in point of fact, 
public agitation, though so violent a few months later, 
did not wear a very serious aspect at the opening of 
1830. Political unions — those leagues which after- 
wards became so famous — had been instituted in some 
large towns, but with the object, as it appeared, of their 
own special enfranchisement rather than of any general 
innovations. The great change in the national mind 
was wrought or precipitated by the effect of an exam- 
ple, and this example was close at hand. 

In the summer of the year 1830 Europe once more 
expeiienced the shock of a French revolution — a shock 
which was transmitted instantaneously from the Seine 
to the Vistula, and which this time lost little of its force 
in crossing the British Chaanel. Its operation was 
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greatly facilitated by a demise of the Crown. Geoi^ 
IV. had expired just at this period, and with, him had 
gone all that tlie Toiiea relied on and the Liberals 
feared, in the personal influence of the Sovereign. On 
his throne there was now seated an affable and con- 
ciliatory Monarch, known to be generously inclined, 
and believed to be well disposed towards the advocates 
of constitutional reforms. He had acted bke his pre- 
decessor in confirming the existing Ministry in office, 
and he had even been at pains to dispel a prevalent 
assumption of his personal dislike to the Premier. But 
tlifa plot was now thickening rapidly, and evenis foi' 
once left the great Duke behind. Throughout the 
length and breadth of the land tbere spread rapidly a 
feverish sympathy with the French, afi ardent desire for 
improved institutions, and a resolute determination to 
attain an end, however imperfectly conceived. The 
Buke did not conipreliend this movement, and, as lie 
was not for it, he was against it. He could not tolerate 
disorder, and so he turned to measures of repression. 
He had committed himself by injudicious proceedings 
against the press, and he now damaged his credit still 
further by his attitude of unyielding and peremptory 
resistance to public feeling. At the present moment of 
national regret it will hardly appear credible that Eng- 
land's hero should ever have fallen into such popular dis- 
esteem as was then exhibited, but the conjuncture was 
exceptional, and circumstances combined strangely 
against his credit with, the nation. He had offended 
!iis old colleagues by his Liberalism and his new allies 
by his, Conservatism; he had scandalized "stanch Pro- 
testants" — never an uninfluential portion of the com- 
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munity — by surrendering his position ; and he was now 
to ofieud the unreasoning multitude by making a Etand. 
Besides this, he' was connected in popular rumours with 
the obnoxious Polignac, whom he was said to have 
abetted in his tyrannical attempts, and whose proceed- 
ings unluckily resembled his own in respect of his treats 
ment of the press. Even the professional renown of the 
great captain rather injured than helped him at this 
gloomy crisis, for he was regarded as the personifica- 
tion of that force which might be employed against 
liberty, to the possible destruction of popular hopes. 
Stories went abroad of miKtary preparations, special 
musters, and significant appointments, and even the 
cleansing of the Tower ditch, under the directions of 
the Duke as Coifstable of that fortress, though suggeatr 
ed simply by the removal of Old London-bridge, was 
represented as a menace against the citizens of London. 
Thongh twenty years of bettei' feeling have since elap- 
sed, it is not without shame that we record the ebul- 
litions of discontent which ensued. It was pretended 
that the Duke's life would not be safe in the city at the 
Lord Mayor's feast, and it is certain that the conqueror 
of Waterloo was hooted through Kccadilly, and that 
fte windows of ha resideiice were protected against bis 
own countrymen by casings of iron. 

The Whigs now saw that their time was come, nor 
did the Duke refuse the battle. He knew that the fight 
was for Parliamentary Reform, and he brought the point 
to an issne without the delay of an hour. It surprises 
observers of our own generation to conceive how such 
a man at snch a crisis could ever have been so mistaken. 
To all appearances the conjuncture of affairs fell pecu- 
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iiarly within the range of his statesmanship. It waa a. 
question of yielding, or resisting, of assigning a due 
and proper value to the reality of the giievance, the 
demands of the times, and the force of opinion, The 
Duke had understood auch questions in tte cases of 
Free Trade and Catholic Emancipation, and it is aston- 
ishing that he should have stumbled at a case which 
was clearer than either. To us it seems that the jus- 
tice of tte popular demand, the urgency of the crisis, 
and the probable safety of the experiment, ought to 
have been as clear to the Duke's eyes at that time as 
they are to our own at present. None could read 
signs around him better than he, and yet for this once 
he utterly failed. The new Parliament met in Novem- 
ber, and at the very opening of the session the Duke de- 
livered his memorable declaration, " that the country 
already possessed a Legislature which answered all the 
good purposes of legislation, that the system of repre- 
sentation possessed the full and entire confidence of the 
country, and that he was not only not prepared to bring 
forward any measure of reform, but would resist such as 
long as he held any station in the Grovemment of the 
country." These few words decided in five minutes the 
destinies of the Government and the country too. Rad- 
ical reform became an immediate certainty, and away 
went the Tories for ever, and the Wellington party for 
ten long years. 

Thus terminates the great Duke's Ministerial career. 
When his party, after so protracted an eclipse, reappeared 
in 1841 under the new title of " Conservatives," he re- 
sumed, indeed, his place in the Cabinet, but without 
spedal ofl5c« or active political duty- From this time 
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his capacity in the Administration of the State acquir- 
ed those pecvdiar features with which we are now so 
famihar. Without being professionally a member of 
Grovernment, hia aid waa understood to be alwa3's avail- 
able for Ministerial Councils, and the command of thd 
army, which he had resigned on accepting the Premier- 
ship, but which haA reverted to him in 1843, supplied 
a pretext, if any were wanting, for investing him with 
this exceptional function. Perhaps no position could 
have been better suited to his political abilities. That 
be was not a great statesman in the proper acceptation 
of the term, we need not acareelv remai'k ; and he 
evinced, in fact, no less than hia usual sagacity when 
from his. seat in Parliament he made the candid but ex- 
aggerated avowal of his incompetence for high civil 
office. The declaration was apparently contradicted by 
subsequent events, but it was, in reality, founded upon 
sound self-knowledge and a distinct perception of afFmrs. 
It is quite true that at a conjuncture when measui'es seem- 
ed less important than men, and when, fi'om the decline 
of tiie Tories, the abeyance of the Whigs, and the death 
of Canning, there was an absolute void in the political 
world, the King sent for the Duke, and made him Prime 
Minister of England. But it certainly cannot he said 
that his performances in this position belied his own an- 
ticipations, or proved him more fit than he had believed 
himself to conduct the government of a State like 
England. He displayed certain abilitiea, beyond doubt, 
and did, as we have said, what no other man could 
have done at the time. It was plain, however, that he 
was no longer in hia proper element. The Wellington 
of Downing-street waa not the Wellington of Portugal. 
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He could take sound views of most subjects before him, 
Hnd carry out a Goveriiinent resolution with unflinching 
promptitude. He could Hmuse the country by his ap- 
I'lication of regimental discipline to the loucging clerks 
of his offices, and set a more important example by in- 
troducing military economy into the management of 
public business. But for the higher and more compre- 
hensive duties of a statesman he had not been trained, 
perhaps not bom, and none saw the truth more clearly 
than himself. What he had intended to assert was, 
that he felt himself unqualified for the professional ex- 
ercise of those high civil powers, iu tlie contention for 
which many of those around him had spent the studies 
and experience of a life. This simple statement he 
expressed,- according to his custom, in hyberbolical 
terras, to which occurrences almost immediately en- 
Buing supplied a somewhat whimsical contradiction ; 
but the truth ha<l been spoken nevertheless. Now, 
however, he was released from the responsibilities of 
wBich he felt incompetent, and called upon for nothing 
but those sage opinions which on particular subjects 
were of such unquestioned value. In this capacity he 
was by no means illiberally disposed. He had seen too 
many parties broken up, and had taken too great asbare 
in the work hiitiself, to be bigotedly attached to party 
distinctions, and the course of events towards the close 
of his career tended still more completely to obliterate 
those political landmarks which had existed at the be- 
ginning. The Duke, therefore, though a Conservative 
by descent and tradition, was no violent antagonist of 
the Whigs. He knew that " tlie Queen's government 
must be carried on," and this government could be 
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carried on much more smootMy with his co-operation 
than under the disapproval, however tacit, of so distin- 
guished a subject So he did the best in hia power for 
all, discharging his duties with nearly the same cor- 
diality whether a Whig or a Tory Premier was at the 
helm, and regarding the general efBeaey of the State 
machinery aa a more important consideration than the 
traditions of the party in power. If he was not one of 
" Her Majesty's advisers" by office, he waa inconleatably 
so in fact, for no character of history was ever summoned 
more frequently to give counsel to royalty in straits. 
Whether the embarrassment was a widden resignation 
of the ministry, or an imperfect conception of an Ad- 
ministration, or a Bedchamber plot, or a dead lock, it 
was invariably the Duke who was called in — some- 
times as a man who could do and say to others of all 
ranks and parties what could be said and done by no' 
other person living, sometimes as an arbiter in whose 
decision all disputants would concur, sometimes as a 
pure political fetish to get the State out of trouble, jto- 
body could tell how. 

Ai^uments had been devised lo prove that in carry- 
ing the Catholic Relief Bill the Duke of Wellington 
was but developing the principles professed in the Irish 
Parliament by Arthur Wesley, We cannot attach any 
value to such deductions. IVre is httle room for mis- 
take about the Duke's political conduct. He had no 
conception whatever of enfranchisement for freedom's 
sale. He did not like the repeal of the Test Acts, but 
he accepted it as a necessity when the times were too 
strong for him. At his own Eelief measure he never 
lookt^ as Wilberforce looked on the Abolition Act, or 
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IjOrd Grey on the Reform Bill. In his eyes it was ao 
triumph of principle — it was a " bad business," as he 
plainly said, but " the State was aground." All that 
can be said is, that he recognized necessity when it ar- 
rived, and made the best of it, like a soldier. If he 
would fain have maintained tkese oppressive statutes, he 
did not, at any rate, conceive that the absolute exists 
ence of tlie Church and the Constitution was contained 
in them, and, if he did the work of repeal with reluc- 
tance, he at least did it not negligently. The character- 
istics of his policy must be sought, n t n the prine^le 
of the great measure he was propos ng — for at heart he 
condemned it — but in the tactics bj wh h he arried it 
through the Legislature. Ha k ew that f t was to 
be done there was but one way to do t, and he took 
it out of the people's hands into h ow He breathed 
not a syllable of his purpose till the action had com- 
menced, and he then brought the whole force of Govern- 
ment upon the point without scruple or delay. His 
adversaries clamoured loudly against both his conceal- 
ment and his precipitation — a sure proof of the saga- 
city in which the plan was conceived. He knew that 
if he had given time for an " appeal to the country" the 
country would very probably have gone wrong, and, 
after he had once seen what was right, he took the whole 
responsibility of the decision upon himself. 

From this period the Duke's lime passed smoothly 
enough along. His tisnsient unpopularity speedily 
vanished with the decline of agitation and his own pre- 
sumed return to a more reasonable policy. .The people 
soon forgot that he had been an obatrucUve, and the 
Tories that he had been a Bepealer. He was soon 
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cheered ta the streets again as "the great Duke," and 
when the University of Oxford, in 1 834, elected him its 
Chancellor, we may fairly consider that his compnlsory 
Liberalism had been condoned. In the same year it 
seemed for a moment as if his Ministerial life were 
to recommence, and under singular conditions too. 
The Whigs had been dismissed, and the King, as usual, 
"sent for the Duke." The Duke advised that Sir 
Robert Peel should be charged with the formation of a 
Ministry, but Sir Robert was abroad, and until his re- 
turn, therefore, the Duke aotually, at his Sovereign's 
desire, took upon himself ad mterim eight of the chief 
Government offices together, including those of the 
three Secretaries of State. In one of the latter — that 
of Foreign Affairs — he was induced to remain ; but in 
a few weeks lie whole fabric vanished, and there 
was an end of the hazard till 1841. And now, as time 
and circumstances were gradually levelling the distinc- 
tions of party, the Duke's business became easier still. 
True to his own creed, he accepted the definite repeal 
of the Corn Laws, and under the same conditions, in- 
deed, would probably have proposed it. He had no 
longer much difficulty in adjusting himself to Conserva- 
tive Whigs or LiberalizedTories. His rule was neces- 
sity — and most Governments of late years have been 
guided by the Dnke's own standard. 

In turning, however, to the military character of 
the hero who has just expired, we shall be under no ne- 
cessity of modifying the eulogies which all Englishmen 
wit! desire to hear. In pronouncing the great Duke to 
have been one of the most consummate generals ever 
known, we can riin no risk of being led into exaggera- 
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tion by our gratitude or our regret. The opinion must 
be confirmed by th« voice of history, for there is no test 
of militaiy excellence which the Diike'a achievements 
will not sustftin. He was victorious against all kinds 
of enemies iind-io all kinds of warfare. He circum- 
vented Asiatics more deceitful tian the AfFghans, and sub- 
jugated races more powerful than the Sikhs. His cam- 
paign of Waterloo was briefer and more brilliant than 
that of Jena, and his seven years' war in the Peninsula 
was maintained without the reverses and with more 
than the successes of Frederick the Great. The troops 
which he conquered were those which had preriously 
conquered ail the troops of Europe in succession ; the 
generals who failed before him were those whom no 
other commanders had been ab3e to resist. If it be said 
that there were soldiers against whom Wellington was 
never pitted, yet these had been already beaten by 
those whom he surpassed, so that the first place was 
cleariy the right of England's Duke alone. He showed 
himself master of defensive tactics in Portugal, of offen- 
sive tactics in Spain, of mountain warfare in the Pyre- 
nees, of strategy at Salamanca, of true military sdence 
everywhere. His forecast was unfailing, and if his 
operations ever suffered for lack of provision the fault 
ia invariably traceable to those who liad neglected his 
warnings. To say that he was overcautious or phleg- 
matic is to speak in total ignomnee of his exploits. 
His position in the Peninsula did not admit of the 
license assumed by generals who had free privilege to 
rob and unbounded command of reinforcements ; but 
never was a battle won with a more reckless dash than 
that of Assaye, never a frat of arms more audacious 
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than the passage of the Douro, never a campaign more 
rapid or brilliant than that which carried the British 
army from the Agueda to the Garonne, 

Nor was his genius less eminently conspicuous in 
the manufacture of hia materials. The Duke made his 
own army, and with few Mds beyond the school of the 
militia and the reminiscences of Egypt, Yet, before 
the Spanish war had reached its second campaign, Na- 
poleon drew out for the use of his generals a new 
scheme of tactics to be employed against " good troops, 
like the English." To such a point, too, had the excel- 
lence of the Portuguese army been brought under his 
vigilant supervision, that at the opening of the cam- 
paign of 1815, when hard pressed for troops on whom 
he could rely, he had applied, though in vain, for the 
aid of his old Peninsular contingent on the plains of 
lie Netherlands. That he was beloved by the anny to 
the extent which his victories might have warranted is 
more than can be said. In those qualities which con- 
ciliate personal affection he was naturally deficient. 
He always and inflexibly considered duty before feeling, 
and put nothing in the balance against the rules of the 
service, the needs of the Government, and the general 
good of the State. Oa the question of the Peninsular 
medals it was not unreasonably thought that he sacri- 
ficed substantial claims on his advocacy to notions of 
oflScial punctilio. But if he rarely tempered his duties 
with kindness, he always performed them with consid- 
eration, and never permitted them to be affected by in- 
terest or fevour. If not generally loved, he was uni- 
vei'sally respected, admired, and confided in. He cer- 
tainly never possessed Csesar'a power of fascination, 
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and yet the PenJnsutar army, as we are emphatically 
told by its historian, felt to him as the 10th legion felt 
towards Ciesar. He was always mindful of their pro- 
fessional wanta, always jealous of their honour, and, 
above all, he invariably conducted them to victory. 

There are two great commanderfl — one of a past 
age and one of our own, with whom it may be natural, 
if not profitable, to compare the third, who has just 
departed. Between the careers of Wellington and 
Marlborough there are these points in common — that 
both appeared on the scene at the beginning of a cen- 
tury when the overgrown power of France was threat- 
ening Europe with subjection ; that both found the 
military credit of England at its lowest point, and that 
both succeeded by their victories and conquests in rais- 
ing it to the highest. Both were crippled by the fetteis 
of a coalition and the necessities of a Government ; 
both worked with inadequate means, and both brought 
their ware to a triumphant conclusion. But with these 
superficial similarities the resemblance ends. In no 
personal capacity .can Wellington be likened to Marl- 
borough. The latter, a dissoluto and unprincipled 
courtier, with no visible quality of a soldier beyond 
title and costume, suddenly found himself when already 
Knight of the Garter, Dute, and Captain-General of 
England, intrusted through private interests with the 
command of an army. In this situation he developefl, 
apparently without consciousness to himself the intui- 
tjye genius of an unrivalled general, exactly as if the 
diemon of military genius had suddenly possessed him- 
self of the body of a fop. On the other hand, Welles- 
ley, a younger brother, with no fortune but his sword. 
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and little moi'e aid from interest than was then abso- 



lutely required for common promotion, fighting his way 
upward step by step, and roceiving no rank which waa 
not due to his services, whatever might have actually 
been the motives for ita bestowal, won his command at 
last ralher by force of merit than help of favour. To 
this training his military qualities corresponded. With- 
out enthusiasm, affectation, or hypocrisy, he set steadily 
to work upon bis purpose, overlooking no conditions 
which might influence the result, making the best of 
his means, and hoping the best of his fortune. His 
capaeity seems to have differed from that of his con- 
temporaries rather in degree than in kind. He was 
not a heaven-bom general, but he possessed all the 
distinctive qualities of English officers in greater excel- 
lence than any of them. It appears to have been his 
conviction that war depended for its success rather 
upon the unceasing exertions of sound military prac- 
tice than the eccentric strokes of genius. He was not 
wanting in either enterprise or audacity, for audacity 
and enterprise occasionally furnish the most prudent 
principles of action, but in general he relied rather on 
those calculations of experience which rarely deceive ; 
and though he has been styled the favourite of fortune 
by writers driven to seek some consoling explanation 
of his victories, he in reality trusted less to fortune thao 
any general ever known. ' He measured his own 
strength, and that of hia antagonists, with the most 
unerring nicety, and computed distant results with a 
sagacity which has rarely been equalled. His conclu- 
sions ware of universal application, for they were 
founded on observation and formed with impartiality. 
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Wbile outnumbered and overmatched in Portugal, and 
destined, in men's estimation, to speedy discomfiture, 
he was speculating uorrectlj' on the linperial system of 
Napoleon, and supplying the English Ministry with 
plana of operation in Canada, Sicily, or Sweden. He 
comprehended, in short, the ti'ue situation of Europe, 
militai'y as well as political, when the like knowledge 
had not been attained by any other living man. 

If, again, we couple the names of Welksley and 
Bonaparte, we shall find the materials rather for a con- 
trast than a parallel. Their opportunities, tjieir means, 
and their objects were widely different. To argue 
from the victory of Waterloo that Wellington was a 
greater General than Napoleon would be merely to 
adopt a fallacy of popular judgment; but we see no 
reason for conch'ding that Bonaparte wotild have fared 
better than his marshals in that protracted struggle 
which tried the military power of the two nations. As 
Wellington's successes increased the impatient Emperor 
did, indeed, announce his intention from time to time, 
of descending upon the Tagus to " finish the war with 
a clap of thunder," and he censared the errors of his 
marshals with equal partic\iJarity and vehemence. But 
it is hard to see what more he could have done himself 
beyond extinguishing their ill-timed rivalries by the 
predominant force of his will. The Frendi armies could 
hardly have I'eceived any material augmentation, for 
the Peninsula was already saturated with the Imperial 
legions ; nor could they have been concentrated in 
much larger masses for much longer periods, since the 
country, as was proved, could not maintain them. No 
one, we presume, will assert, that the Emperor could 



cji-vGtx)^le 



160 



have conducted the Portugue 
than Massena, or plunged into the Pyrenees more au- 
daeioualy than Soult. He would never, it is true, have 
overlooked an opportunity, but the British general 
would never have given him one. Napoleon owed 
much to the weakness of his antagonists, hut Welling- 
ton was neither a Mack nor a Beaningsen, nor an 
Alexander, nor a Frederick William, nor even an 
Archduke Charles. At Waterloo, and there, perhaps, 
only, Napoleon on a fair field encountered really good 
tioops, handled by a really great commander, and thi^n 
he failed. 

We may admit, without derogation to the claims 
of our national hero, that he might perhaps have been 
unequal to those gigantic combinations by which Na- 
poleon extended the Imperial sway from Sweden to 
Sicily, and from the Bay of Biscay to the Niemen. 
Possibly uo man hut Napoleon could have conceived 
and executed, in the nineteenth century such a scheme 
of universal empire. But Bonapart« worked by prodi- 
gies, and Wellington by ordinary means. One exer- 
cised absolute and iiTesponsible dominion over a mighty 
nation of soldiers, and disposed at his discretion of 
contingents from two-thirds of Europe. The other 
could barely obtain an army of 30,000 men, and in the 
command of these he was fettered by jealous restric- 
tions, annoyed by fectious complaints, and crippled by 
the want of necessary supplies. Napoleon's marshals 
might rob, massacre, and terrify at pleasure— they owed 
no account to their master on any score but that of 
success. Wellington was compelled by position, no 
less than oolicy, to conciliate instead of coercing, nor ia 
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it too much fo say, that half the energies which should 
have beea disposable agaiiiat the enemy were consumed 
in espostulations with bia countrymen and allies. The 
military powers of the two commanders were never 
brought feiriy to a contest All we can say is, that 
Wellington's prognostications of the soundness of his 
own system, as compared with Napoleon's, were veri- 
fied to tlie letter, and that what could be done with 
50,000 troops ag^nst a million, was done by the Brit- 
ish general. He took post in a craggy comer of the 
continent, and there maintained himself ag^nst all the 
stiengtb and all the science that could be despatebed to 
subdue him. Waiting his opportunity, he at length 
issued irom his retreat, and continued his victorious 
course over the borders of France. He was onee, at a 
period which would have brought him fece to face with 
the great Emperor, offered a command in Germany, 
and the result might have solved the question which it 
is now profitless to debate. His reply was so charac- 
teristic of his plain sense and modesty, ttat we subjoin 
it as it was given : "I am the Prince Regent's servant, 
and I will do whatever he and his Government please. 
But I would beg of them to recollect that the great ad- 
vantages which I enjoy here, consist in the confidence 
that everybody feels that I am doing what is right, 
which advantage I should not enjoy, for a time at least, 
in Germajiy. Many might be found to conduct matters 
aa weD as I can, both here and in Germany ; but no- 
body would enjoy the same advantage here, and I 
should be no better than another in Germany." An 
attentive student of the German campaigns might be 
inclined, perhaps, on this point, to doubt the great 
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Duke's conclusion. His part would have been surely 
played even in such composite battles as that of Leipsic ; 
and since Napoleon never commanded a better army, 
and Wellington could hardly have had a ruder one, 
than those which fought at Waterloo, it ia natural to 
diaw from this engagement some inferences applicable 
to a campaign. 

Both Wellington and Napoleon, like most great 
generals, were eminently endowed with administrative 
talents, and both conceived themselves peculiarly gifted 
in matters of finance. The Duke is even said to have 
expressed his opinion that his true genius was rather for 
the Exchequer than tbe W"ar-offlce. At one of the most 
critical conjunctures of the Peninsular War he drew up 
a most able paper on the true principles of Portugueas 
banking ; and at Seringapatam, after very serious evils 
had been experienced iroin a long standing debasement 
of the coinage, n memorandum was accidentally dis- 
covered in the treasury from the pen of Colonel Welles- 
ley, every prediction and ohseiTation of which had heen 
exactly verified by events. On this point, no less than 
on the question of military strategy, the gigantic scale 
on which the French Emperor acted precludes any 
effective comparison with operations in a smaller sphere. 
It would be ridiculous to question Napoleon's extraordi- 
nary genius for organization in the face of such im- 
perishable records as remain. But in estimating these 
creations his unparalleled facilities of action should be 
taken into account. With no opinions to consult, no 
interests to reconcile, no claims to adjust — with a tabula 
rasa of all rights, prejudices, institutions, and establish- 
ments, it was not very difficult for a creative genins to 
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occupy itself with the task of constructing anew. 
Wellington enjoyed no such opportunities. His abilities 
were tiisked- in a Goveniment where all progress is the 
result of compromise, where no interest is destroyed 
without compensation, where the most resolute Minister 
is forced to qualify his own convictions in deference to 
those of his opponents, and wiiei'e every act has to sus- 
tain the tedious ordeal of Parliamentary discussion. "We 
do not say that Wellington possessed Napoleon's power 
of administration. We are sware that no such preten- 
sions could be advanced on his behalf. But it should 
be also added that their respective spheres of action 
admit of no comparison, and that the Duke's conclusions 
if less brilliant than the conceptions of his antagonist, 
have proved better ciilculatcd for the lest of experience. 
The chief characteristic of Wellington's mind was 
that sterling good sense which is said to distinguish the 
capacities of his countrymen in general. This peculiar 
merit is visible iri every line of his despatches and in 
every act of his career. He never neglected opportu- 
nities of observation. While stopping at Madras, on 
his first voyage to Calcutta, he so acquainted himself 
witli the administration of that Presidency that the My- 
sore war found his local knowledge already prepared. 
Before hosfiliUes commenced with Scindiah, he had 
studied the features of the debateable gr<ftind, and 
drawn up minnfes on the management of a Mahratta 
campaign. He was found prepared, when the emer- 
gency arrived, with memoranda for operations in Egypt, 
in Portugal, and in Spain. He gave advice to Louia 
and Ferdinand, which, if followed, might have saved 
many of the revolutions he lived to see. He was never 
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credulous nor enthusiastic, bigoted nor vindictive. He 
restrained the exasperation of Blucber in 1815, and 
threw his weight, as we have seen, on the side of mode- 
ration in the councils of Vienna. He never aet human 
nature at more or less than it was worth. He made 
allowance for passions, interests, and contingencies, 
computed things at their true value, and deduced con- 
clusions which were rarely wrong. His despatches 
abound with opinions of the Governments, politics, and 
men with whom he was brought into contact ; and it 
would be difficult to point out one among them all 
which facts have not more or less confirmed. 

The long period of peace which it has been the for- 
tune of our generation to experience gave the great 
Duke no opportunity of again displaying his talents in 
the field, but he ati]], as Commandei'-in-Chief of the 
British army, contributed the benefits of his unmatched 
ability to the military administration of the country. 
He had once, as we have seen, either from caprice, 
or punctilio, resigned this office, at tLe time of Mr. 
Canning's Premiership, and he again relinquished the 
charge in 1828, as incompatible with his own position 
as Mr. Canning's successor. In 1843, however, on the 
death of Lord Hill, he resumed the command of the 
forces, which he retained till his death. His general 
views in this capacity partook of his policy at large. 
His administrative talent was incontestable, and was 
evinced by the order and economy of every department 
under his charge, and the effective working of the whole. 
Qn all points of discipline his regulations were dis- 
tinguished by a perfect knowledge of the characters 
witli which he had to deal, and by that sound common 
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sense which never forsook him. As respected the or- 
ganization and equipment of the army, 'no opinions 
could be more liheral than his own ; but it cannot be 
said that he was equally enlightened in his views of the 
service in general. In fact, he looked upon military 
reforms as he looked upon civil reforms, without abso- 
lute bigotry, hut with no willing mind. The succeasivo 
improvements in the conditjon of the British soldier 
originated with others than the Commander-in-Chief, 
and were not unusually carried out in his despite. For 
all that could make the soldier " efficient," according to 
the old practical ideas of efBciency, a ready advocate 
was always to be found in the Duke; hut the reforms 
of the recruiting and the relief systems, the ameliora- 
tion of barrack life, and the abolition of military flog- 
ging, were not due to the Commander-in-Chief, though 
experience has now shown with what perfect propriety 
they were inti'oduced. His professional faculties never 
failed him to the last. His views respecting the ex- 
posure of our coasts to invasion, however their sound- 
ness might have been contested at the time, were indis- 
putably correct according to the maxima of his own ex- 
perience. If there was error, it was not in judgment, 
but in nnderstanding. If Frenchmen and Englishmen 
were indeed such as the Duke had known them — if 
war was to be, as heretofore, the appeal of Kings and 
Cabinets at tlie first international disagreement — then 
there could he no doubt that our defences were inade- 
quate for public security. These conditions we may 
hope have somewhat changed, but it can be little re- 
proach to the old Duke that he had not yet arrived at 
such conviction. On our famous 10th of April, his pe- 
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culiar genius was exerted to the unspeakable advantage 
of peace arfd order. So effective were his preparations 
iLat the most serious insurrection could have been suc- 
cessfully encountered, and yet every source of provoca- 
tion and alarm was removed by the dispositions adopted. 
No military display was auywhere to be seen The 
troops and the cannon were all at their posts, but 
neither shako nor bayonet was visible, and for all that 
met the eye, it might have been concluded that 
the peace of the metropolis was still mtiusted to the 
keeping of its own citizens. As an instance however, 
of his forecast against the worst on this memorible oc 
casion, it may be obseiTcd that orders were given to the 
commissioned officers of artillery to take the dischiige 
of their pieces on themselves. The Duke knew that a 
cannon shot too much or too" little might change the 
aspect of the day, and he provided by these remarkable 
instructions both for impei'turbahle forbearance, as long 
as forbearance was best, and for unshrinking action, 
when the moment for action came. 

In the House of Lords the Duke was a reg;ul; 
tendant and not unfrequently a speaker, birt the jour- 
nals of that august body supply few testimonies of < 
hero's excellence. His opinions and voles, except! 
when his natural Conservatism had not yet been su 
ciently influenced by pressure from without, were re 
ly otherwise than soundly given, but his motives were 
often imperfectly expressed. It has been said that a 
collection of Cromwell's speeches would make the most 
nonsensical book in the world, and though such a remark 
is certainly not warranted by the orations of Wellington, 
yet in this point a certain resemblance is discoverable 
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between the two great soldiers. The Duke allowed 
himself, in addressing tlie House, to be carried away, 
not perhaps by his feelings, but by tte impetus of a de- 
livery which, without being either fluent or rapid, was 
singularly emphatic and Tebement. He magnified his 
own opinions in order to impress them upon his hearers. 
If he recommended, as he did with great alacrity, a 
vote of thanks to an Indian general, the campaign was 
always " the most brilliant he had ever known ;" if be 
wished to stigmatize a disturbance of the peace, it was 
something transcending " anything he had ever seen 
in all hia experience," though such a quality could hard- 
ly be predicated of any disorders under the sun. One 
of the best chroniclers of his deeds has attributed this 
precipitate bestowal of prMse and censure to a na- 
tural failure of character, but we suspect that in many 
cases the error of the opinion was due to the manner 
of its delivery alone. Few men have been intrusted 
with more delicate missions in the distribution of re- 
wards, and none could have discharged such duties 
with more unimpeachable discrimination. The Duke 
could appreciate events with unfailing nicety, but he 
Med in the capacity to describe them, an^ of late 
years his speeches, where they were not tautology, were 
often contradictions, Nor could the failing be traceable 
to age alone, for it was observed, though in a less de- 
gree, during the earlier stages of his cai'cer, and is the 
mora remarkable from the contrast presented by his 
despatches. No letters could ever be more temperately 
or perspicuously expressed than these &mous docu 
■nenta. Even as specimens of literary composition they 
are exceedingly good — plain, forcible, fluent, and occa- 
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al. It is true that the correspondence, especially in the 
earlier volumes, oft«n partakes of a more familiar cha- 
racter than pertains to a general's " despatches ;" but if 
the reader desires to feel the full force of our encomium 
we need only refer him to the despatches of Marlbo- 
rough for a subject of comparison. 

Tlie private life of the Duke was simple, methodi- 
cal and familiar in most of its features to all inhabitants 
and visitors of the metropolis. His attendance at the 
early service at the Chape! Royal and at the Whitehall 
sermons, his walk in the park in former years, and of 
late times his ride firoiigh the Horse Guards, with his 
seFvant behind him, am incidents which eveiy news- 
paper has long chronicled for the information of the 
country. His personal habits were those of military 
punctuality, his daily duties were discharged syste- 
matically as they recurred, and Lis establishment was 
as thriftily regulated as the smallest household in the 
land. This economy enabled him to effect considerable 
savings, and it is believed that the property of the title 
must have been very largely increased. He married in 
1806 the Hon, Catharine Pakenham, third daughter of 
the second Baran Longford — a lady for whose hand, 
as Arthur Wellesley, with nothing but the sword of an 
infantry captain to second his pretensions, he had pre- 
viously, we are informed, been an unsuccessful suitor. 
The Duchess died in 1831, and the Duke's name was 
recently coupled with that of numerous ladies who were 
successively selected by report as the objects of his 
second choice. He expired, however, a widower, leav- 
ing two sons to inherit his name. Full of years beyond 
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the term of mortality, and of Looours almost beyond 
human parallel, he has descended into his grave amid 
the regrets of a generation who could only learn hia 
deeds from their forefathers, but who know that the 
national glory which they iritness and the national se- 
curity which they enjoy were due, under God's provi- 
dence, to the hero whom they have just now lost 



cji-vGtX)^le 



THE TIMES" LEADER' ON THE DEATH 
OF THE DUKE/ 



Xr aught can lessen this day the grief of England 
upon the death of her greatest son, it is the recollection 
^lat the life which has just closed leaves no dtity incom- 
plete and no honour unbestowed. The Duke of Wel- 
lington had exhausted nature and exhausted glory. 
His career was one unclouded longest day, filled from 
dawn to nightfall with renowned actions, animated by 
unfailing energy in the public service, guided by un- 
swerving principles of conduct and of statesmanship. 
He rose by a, rapid series of achievements which none 
had surpassed to a position which no other man in this 
nation ever enjoyed. The place occupied by the Duke 
of Wellington in the councils of the country and in 
the life of England can no more be filled. There is 
none left in the army or the Senate to act and speak 
with like authority. There is none with whom the val- 
our and the worth of this nation were so incorporaie. 

* This wae the only editorial article of the Times of Sep- 
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Yet, when we consider tbe fulness of liia 3 ears and the 
abundance of his incessant services, we may leirn to 
say with the Roman orator, ''Satis dill vixtaae Jjctlo" 
since, being mortal, nothing could be added either to 
our veneration or to his fame. 'Nature herself had 
seemed for a time to expand her inexorable limits, and 
the infirmities of age to lay a lighter burden on that 
honoured head. Generations of men bad passed away 
between tbe first exploits of bis arms and the last coun- 
sels of liis age, until, by a lot unexampled in history, the 
man who bad played tbe most conspicuous part in the 
annals of more than half a century became the last sur- 
vivor of bis contemporaries, and carries with him to the 
grave all living memory of his own achievements. To 
what a century, to what a country, to what achieve- 
menta was tbat life successfully dedicated ! For its 
prodigious duration — for the multiplicity of contempo- 
rary changes and events, far outnumbering the course 
of its days and years — for the invariable and unbroken 
stream of success which attended it irom its commence- 
ment to its close, from tbe first flash of triumphant val- 
our in Indian war to that senatorial wisdom on which 
the Sovereign and the nation hung for counsel to its 
latest hour — for tbe unbending firmness of character 
which bore alike all labour and all prosperity — and for 
unalterable attachment to the same objects, the same 
principles, the same duties, undisturbed by the passions 
of youth and unrelaxed by the honours and enjoyments 
of peace and of age^tbe life of the Duke of Welling- 
ton stands alone in history. In him, at least, posterity 
will trace a ebaracter superior to the highest and most 
abundant gifts of fortune. If the word " heroism" can 
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be not unfeirly applied to him, it is because he remained 
greater than his own prosperity, and rose above the 
temptations by wbich other men of equal genius, but 
less self-go veramenti have fallen below their destinies. 
TTis life has nothing to gain from the language of pane- 
gyric, which would compare his military exploits or his 
civil statesmanship with the prowess of an Alexandek 
or a C^sAR, or with the astonishing career of him who 
saw his empire overthrown by the British General at 
Waterloo. They were the offipring of passion and of 
genius, flung from the volcanic depths of revolutions 
and of civil war to sweep with metsoric splendour across 
the earth, and to collapse in darkness before half the 
work of life was done. Their violence, their ambition, 
their romantic existence, their reverses, and their crimes 
will for ever fascinate the intei'est of mankind, and con- 
stitute the secret of their fame, if not of their greatncaa. 
To such attractions the life and character of the Duke 
of Wellington present no analogy. If he rose to 
scarce inferior renown, it was by none of the passions or 
the arts which they indulged or employed. Uavan- 
quished in the field, his sword was never drawn for ter- 
ritorial conquest, but for the independence of Europe 
and the salvation of his country. Raised by the uni- 
versal gratitude of Europe and of this nation fo the 
highest point of rank and power which a subject of the 
Biitish monarchy could attain, he wore those dignities 
and he used that influence within the strictest limits of 
a subject's duty. No law was ever twisted to his will, 
no right was ever sacrificed by one hair's breadth for 
his aggrandizement. There lived not a man either 
among his countrymen or his antagonists who could 
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Bay tiiat this great Duke had wronged him ; for his en- 
tire existence was devoted to the cause of legal authority 
and regulated power. You seeli in it in vain for those 
strokes of audacious enterprise which in other great cap- 
tains, his rivals in fame, have aometiraes won the prize 
of crowns or turned the fete of nations. But his whole 
career shines with the steady light of day. It lias 
nothing to conceal, it has nothing to interpret by the 
flexible organs of history. Everything in it is manly, 
compact, and clear ; shaped to one rule of public duty, 
animated by one passion — the love of England, and the 
service of the Crown. 

The Duke of Wbllingtok lived, commanded, and 
governed in unconscious indifference or disdwnful aver- 
sion to those common incentives of human action which 
are derived fi'om the powers of ima^nation and of sen- 
timent. He held them cheap, both in their weakness 
and in their strength. The force and weight of his 
character stooped to no such adventitious influences. He 
might have kindled more enthuaasm, especially in the 
early and doubtful days of his Peninsular career; but 
in his successful and triumphant pursuit of glory her 
name never passed his lips, even in his addresses to hb 
soldiers. His entire nature and character were moulded 
on reality. He lived to see things as they were. His 
acute glance and cool judgment pierced at once through 
the surface which entangles the imagination or kindles 
the sympathy of the feelings. Truth, as he loved her, 
is to be reached by a roughei' path and by sterner 
minds. In war, in politics, and in the common transac- 
tions of life, the Duke of Wellinotos adhered inflexi- 
bly to the most precise correctness in word and deed. 
His temperament abhorred disguises and despised exag- 
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gerationa. The fearlessness of his actions was oever the 
rffiult of speculative confidence or foolhardy presump- 
tion, but it lay mainly in a just perception of the true 
relation in which he stood Ui his antagonists in the field 
or in the Senates The greatest espioita of his life, such 
as the passage of the Douro, followed by the march on 
Madrid, the battle of Waterloo, and the passing tlie 
Catholic Relief Bill, were performed under no cireiiiii- 
stances that could inspire enthusiasm. Nothing but ihe 
coolness of the player could have won the mighty stakes 
upon a cast apparently so advei^e to his success. Other 
coromandera have attained the highest pitch of glory 
when they disposed of the colossal resources of empires, 
and headed armies already flushed with the conqnest 
of the world. The Duke of Wellington found no 
such encouragement in any part of his career. At no 
time were the means at his disposal adequate to the 
ready and certain execution of his designs. His steady 
progress in the Peninsular campaigns went on against 
the current of fortune, till that current was iteelf turned 
by perseverance and resolution. He had a clear and 
complete perception of the dangers he encoimtered, but 
he saw and grasped the latent power which baffled 
those dangers and surmounted resistances apparently 
invincible. That is precisely the highest degree of 
courage, for it is courage conscious, enlightened, and 
determined. 

Clearness of discernment, correctness of judgment, 
and rectitude in action were, without doubt, the prin- 
cipal elem^ents of the Duke's biilliant achievements in 
war, and of his vast authority in the councils of his 
country, as well as in the conferences of Europe. They 
gave to his determinations an originality and vigour 
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akin to that of genius, and aometinies imparted to his 
language in debate a pith and significance at which 
more brilliant orators failed to arrive. His mind, equally 
careless of obstacles and of effect, travelled by the shorlr 
est road to its end ; and he retained, even in his latest 
years, all the precision with which he was wont to 
handle the subjects that came before him, or had at 
any time engrossed his attention. This was the secret 
of that untaught manliness and simphcity of style that 
pervades the vast collection of his despatches, written as 
they were amidst the varied cares and emotions of war ; 
and of that lucid and appropriate mode of e^^position 
which never failed to leave a clear impression on the 
minds of those whom he addressed. Other men have 
enjojed, even in this age, more vivid faculties of inven- 
tion and contrivance, a more extended range of foresight, 
a more subtle compi'ehension of the changing laws of 
society and the world. But the value of these finer 
perceptions, and of the policy founded upon them, has 
never been more assured than when it was tried and 
admitted by the wisdom and patriotism of that vener- 
able mind. His superiority over other men consisted 
rather in the perfection of those qualities which he pre- 
eminently possessed than in the variety or extent ofhis 
other faeulUes. 

These powers, which were unerring when applied 
to definite and certain tacts, sometimes failed in the ap- 
preciation of causes which had not hitherto come under 
their observation. It is, perhaps, less to be wondered 
at that the soldier and the statesman of 1815, born and 
bred in the highest school of T017 politics, should have 
miscarried in his opinion of those eventful times which 
followed the accession of Wtt.t.iam IV., than that the 
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defeated o|^iient of Reform in 1831 should have risen 
into the patriot senator of 1846 and 1851. Yet the 
Administration of 1828, in which the Duke of Wel- 
lington occupied the first and mast responsible plac«, 
passed the Catholic Emancipation Act, and thereby 
gave the eigna! of a rupture in the Tory party, never 
afterwards entirely healed, and struck the heaviest blow 
on a system which the growing enei^es of the nation 
resented and condemned. Resolute to oppose what he 
conceived to be popular clamonr, no man ever recog- 
nized with more fidelity the claims of a free nation to 
the gradual development of its interests and its rights ; 
nor were his services to the cause of liberty and im- 
provement the less great because they usnally consisted 
in bending the will or disarming the prejudices of their 
fiercest opponents. Attached by birth, by character, 
and by opinion to the order and the cause of the British 
aristocracy, the Duke of Wellington knew that the 
true power of that race of nobles lies, in this age of the 
world, in their inviolable attachment to constitutional 
principles, and their honest recognition of popular rights. 
Although his personal resolution and his militaiy es- 
perience qualified him better than other men to be the 
champion of resistance to popular turbulence and sedi- 
tion, as he showed by his preparations in May, 1832, 
and in April 1846, yet wisdom and forbearance were 
ever the handmaidens of his courage, an<l, while most 
firmly determined to defend, if necessary, the autbority 
of the State, he was the first to set an example of con- 
ciliatory sacrifice to the reasonable claims of the nation. 
He was the Catullub of our Senate, after having been 
our CjBsar in the field; and, if the commonwealth of 
England had ever saluted one of her citizens with the 
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Eoinan title of Parens Patri.b, that touching honour 
would Lave been added to the peerage and the baton 
of Abthur Wbllesley by the respectful gratitude and 
faith of the people. 

Though singularly free fivsm every trace of cant, his 
mind was no stranger to the sublime influen(!e of re- 
ligious truth, and he was assiduous in the obserffanees 
of the public ritual of the Church of England. At 
times, even in tlie extreme period of his age, some ac- 
cident would betray the deep current of feeling which 
he never ceased to entertain towards all that was chiv- 
alrous and benevolent. His charitieB were unosten- 
tatious but extensive, and he bestowed his interest 
throughout life upon an incredible number of persons 
and tbings which claimed his notice and solicited his 
aid. Every social duty, every solemnity, every cere- 
mony, every jnerry-making, found him ready to take 
his part in it. He had a smile for the youngest child, 
a compliment for the prettiest face, an answer to the 
readiest tongue, and a lively interest in every incident 
of life, which it seemed beyond the power of age to 
chill. When time had somewhat relaxed the sterner 
mould of his manhood, its effects were chiefly indicated 
by an unabat«d taste for the amusements of fashionable 
society, incongruous at times with the dignity of ex- 
treme old age, and the recollections of so virile a career. 
But it seemed a part of the Duke's character that every 
thing that presented itself was equally welcome, for he 
had become a part of every thing, and it was foreign 
to his nature to stand aloof from any occurrence to 
which his presence could contribute. He seems never 
(o have felt the flagging spirit or the reluctMJt step of 



cji-vGtx)^le 



178 



r enwMt, or to have recoiled from any thing 
that remained to be done; and this complete perform- 
ance of every duty, however small, as long as life re- 
mained, was the same quality which had carried him in 
triumph through his campaigns, and raised him to be 
one of the chief Ministers ofEngland and an arbiter of 
the fate of Europe, It has been said that in the most 
active and illustrious lives there comes at last some in- 
evitable hour of melancholy and of satiety. Upon the 
Duke of Wellington that hour left no impression, 
and probably it never shed its influence over him ; for 
he never rested on his former achievements or his length 
of days, but marched onwards to the end, still heading 
the youthful generations which had sprung into life 
around him, and scarcely less intent on their pursuits 
than they are themselves. It was a finely balanced 
mind to have worn so bravely and so well. When 
men in after times shall look back to the annals of Eng- 
land for examples of energy and public virtue among 
those who have raised this country to her station on the 
earth, no name will remain more conspicuous or more 
unsullied than that oT Artbdii Welleslbt, thb grbat 
Duke of Wellington. The actions of his Ufe were 
extraordinary, but his character was equal to his actions. 
He was the very type and model of an Englishman ; 
arid, though men are prone to invest the worthies of 
former ages with a dignity and merit they commonly 
withhold from their cont«mporarie.s, we can select nona 
from the long array of our captains and our nobles 
who, taken for all in all, can claim a rivalry with him 
who is gone from amongst us, an inheritor of imperish- 
able fame. 



cji-vGtx)^le 



SIR ROBEET PEEL. 



A GREAT age has lost a great man. Sic EobbrtPbel, 
wbom all parties and all nations associata more tiian 
any other statesman with the policy and glory of this 
empire, is now a narae of the past. He haa been taken, 
as it were, from his very seat in the Senate, with nothing 
to prepare us for hia departm'e, and every thing now to 
remind us of it, with his powers unabated, and his part 
unfulfilled. Although gradually removed during the 
last four years from the sphere of party, he had still 
political friends to be reconciled, a social position to be 
repaired, motives to be appreciated, and acta to be justi- 
fied by the tardy and conflicting testimony of results, 
A devoted band of admirera hoped to see him set right 
with all the world, while life, and strength still remain- 
ed ; and that day of peaceful triumph seemed not very 
distant. There were others who still saw in Sir Robert 
Pbbl the man who had more than once saved his coun- 
try at the cost of his party, and might again be called 
to a task which demanded such marvellous powers and 
so singular a position. The page that recorded his last 
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great effort was scarcely spread before the eyes of the 
cation when the objett of all these hopes and calcula- 
tions was suddenly withdrawn, and tliey who speculate 
or dream over the great game of politics have to read- 
just their thoughts to tlie loss of the principal actor. 

The highest possible estimate of Sir Robert Peel's 
services is that which we are invited to take from the 
mouth of his opponents. If we are to trust them, we 
are to bdieve that bat for Sir Robert Peel this country 
would long since have repudiated the exact performance 
of its pecuniary obligations ; that half our fellow-subjects 
would still be excluded by their creed from office and 
power ; and that the raeans of existence would still be 
obstructed and enhanced in their way to a teeming and 
industrious population. Nor can it be denied that this 
estimate has a very general consent in its favour. If it 
be asked who bound England to the faithful discharge 
of the largest debt ever contracted or imagined bj man, 
and who thereby raised her credit ind advanced her 
prosperity to an unesampled standiid, one ntme and 
one only, wiil.preaent itself to the mind of either English 
man or foreigner, and that name is Peel. If, agam, it 
be asied who admitted eight or nine million Bnti^h 
subjects to the rights of British citizenship, the answer 
still is pEBL. If, lastly, it be asked who opened the 
gates of trade, and bade the food of man flow hither 
from every shore in an uninten'upted stream it la still 
Peel who did it. On these three monumenta of ■niidom 
and beneficence other names may be written but the 
name of Peel is first and foremost. Yet they were no 
ordinary achievements. It is within the memory of the 
living generation that every one of these three things 
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was generally thought impossible, and was wholly de- 
spaired of even by those who were most clearly convin- 
ced of their moral and political obligation. These 
things, too, were not done on any mean stage, but in the 
greatest empire of the world, and where the difficulties 
were in proportion to the worfe. But how far does the 
name of Peel justly occupy this honourable position ? 
Wai he the author of these three great acts ! Others, 
indeed, originated and proposed, for they were freer to 
originate, and it is always easy to gain the start of a 
statesman more or less implicated in existing legislation 
and encumbered by his supportei's. But to confine 
ourselves to Sir Robert's last and crowning achieve- 
ment, it must be said that while others advised the re- 
peal of the Corn Laws when it was their interest to do 
so, he was the first to propose it when every thing was 
to be lost by it — when, in fact, ha did lose every thing 
by it His was the risk, so he must be the renown. 
Eis right ia now proved, not by what he did, but by 
what he suflfered, and he is the confessed author of Iree 
trade, because he has been a martyr to it. We cannot 
question the conscientious convictions of those who drove 
Sir Robert from power, but in so doing they testify 
that but for him the Corn Laws would not have been 



But these acts, great as they were, and insulated as 
they seem, were only parts of a series, and by no means 
the most Jaborions parts. The amelioration of our 
criminal code, the reform of onr police, the introduction 
of simpler forms and more responsible management into 
every part of our administrative system, toofe up large 
parts of Sir Robert's career, while thei'e was not a sub- 
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ject that could possibly come witMn his teach that he 
did not grasp resolutely and well. We have had to 
differ from him ; we do differ from him ; hut we must 
admit that no man ever undertook public affahs with 
a more thorough determination to leave the institu- 
tions of his countiy in an orderly, honest, and efficient 

But are we wholly to pass over the ambiguities of 
this honourable career? Must it be left to the future 
historian to relate that when England lost her greatest 
living statesman, there were points of his character too 
tender to be touched, and that all parties agreed to slur 
over what they could not all praise ? Surely not 
Truth is as sacred as the grave, and the grief confessed 
by all may, perhaps, infuse new gravity and candour 
into a painful discussion. Sir Robert, so it is said, be- 
sides many smaller violences to the conscience of his 
followers, twice signally betrayed them. Twice he 
broke them up, and we now behold the result in a 
smitten and divided party. They gave ua the most un- 
deniable proofe that their indignation is sincere. Suicide 
is so frequent a form of indignant adjuralion that we 
cannot help respeclJng such an evidence of wrong. 
But with the knell of departed greatness sounding in 
our ear, it is time to view these acts by the light of the 
future. Posterity will ask,— Were they right or were 
tliey wrong 3 Om- own answer shall be without hesita- 
tion or reserve. They were among the most needful 
and salutary acts that ever were given man to do. 
Grant that Sir Robert compassed them unfairly, and it 
must at least be admitted that he had a iine taste for 
glory, and prized the gifts of heaven when he saw tliem. 
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But is it possible tliat a man should do such deeds, and 
a whole life full of tbem, and yet do them basely ! To 
confess that were indeed a keen satire on man, if not a 
presumptuous imputation on his Maker. But perhaps 
there is some semblan e of truth ' 'L Take, then, tie 
long list of earth's worth es from the beginning of story 
to the present hour, and let us be candid with them. 
It will not he easy to fin 1 ma j of that canonized 
throng, whose patriot sn ha. not been alloyed with 
some baseness, who ha\e not won tr mphs with sub- 
tlety, deceived nations t« their good, countermined 
against fraudful antagonists, or otherwise sinned against 
their own greatne.sa. But when we have employed 
towards other men. the candour imposed upon us in the 
ease of Sir Eobert Peel, we find these imperfections 
rather a condition of humanity than a fault of the indi- 
viduat Nearly all great things, even the greatest of 
them, have been done in this earthly fashion. In the 
language of purists all government is bad. Courts are 
corrupt, and policy a word of opprobrium. An abstract 
philosopher, indeed, can easily be abstractedly good, but 
when once we have to deal with the human material, 
fbere is no choice but to condescend. 

But a chai'ge so oft repeated, and so fixed upon the 
man, demands a closer scrutiny. That charge ia double- 
dealing. It is not that Sir Egbert was a "double- 
minded man," and, therefore, "unstable in his ways," 
but that he assembled his followers on one understand- 
ing and used them for another ; or, to take a milder 
supposition, that he gave way to a difierenf set of im- 
pulses, when on one side of the House, from those which 
swayed him on the other. Some sort of d 
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alleged, and some sort must be conceded^ though it 
may not be eaaily described. Sir Robert was one man 
by parentage, education, friends, and almost every cir- 
cumstance of bis very early entrance into public life, 
and another man by the workings of his great intellect, 
the expansion of his sympathies, and his vast and varied 
experience. He was early taught to worship George 
IISL, and to adore the very shadow of Pitt, for his fa- 
ther published a pamphlet to prove that the National 
Debt was a positive source of prosperity. From this 
ultra-Tory household he passed to Harrow, where, as 
the world inows, he was the contemporary of Bvron, 
of Aberdeen, and other great men ; but it was at Ox- 
ford that he chie% acquired confidence and fame. He 
waa the moat distinguished son of that University, and 
its most cherished representative. Thirty years ago 
Pesi. was to do every thing for the Universities, the 
Church of EogJand, the aristocracy, and every man and 
every thing that reposes under these institutions. The 
only qnestion was, whether he would stand by them — 
whether he was staunch ; for in those days it was the 
office of a statesman to do what he was bid. It is 
enough for our present purpose to remind our readew 
that he first kwk office under Perceval, continued un- 
der Lord Liverpool, Eldoit all the time being Lord 
Chancellor; that as Irish Secretary he was early pressed 
into the service of the Orange party ; and that mean- 
while old Sir Robert Peel, himself in Parliament^ 
showed a most amiable vigilance for the integrity of his 
son's opinions. In feet, never was a rising young states- 
man blessed with so many fathers and mothers, and 
godfethers and godmothers. Tories and Orangemen, 
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Oxford and the Chuiiih, Perceval and Lord Liver- 
pool, Elbon, and we believe we must add Wellis&- 
TOH, with old Sir Robert, to hold ali together, conatJ- 
tnted a political nursery, in which it was scai'cely pos- 
sible to go wrong. Unfoilunately for his numerous 
patrons and advisers, Feel had something else in him 
than a capacity for receiving nursery impressions. He 
was a great man, and broke through his trammels, but 
his life was spent in that long and painful struggle. 
His affections, his fi-iend^ips, his pledges and his 
speeches, kept in record against him, held him back, 
while his far-seeing and active solicitude for his country 
drew him on. His life was one long contest, for warm 
pledges are not easily broken, nor, on the other hand, 
are deep convictions easily belied. But is it impossible 
for a really honest man to suiFer such a struggle ! All 
history and every man's own experience will tell him 
that it is not impossible. The larger a man's capacity, 
and the kindlier his nature, the wider also will be his 
sympathies ; and the more likely also will he be to 
embrace and feel many conflicting considerations. His 
heart may draw him one way and his reason another. 
The influence of a sudden event, the force of some new 
argument, the excitement of some discussion, the per 
suasion of some example may ever and anon take pos- 
sesion of the imagination and senses, while the mind 
within pui'sues its even tenor, finds out truth at last, 
and then holds it fast But the age wherein we live 
is interested in vindicating the character of its own 
statesmen. Be he double or single, Sir Roberi Peel 
was the type and representative of his generation. We 
have lived in a period of transition, and Sir Robert 
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haa conducted us safely through it. Eugland has 
Ghanged as well as he. 

Sir Robert has died " in harness." He never sought 


repose, and hia almost morbid restlessness rendered him 


incapable of enjoying 't 
maxim that if any th 


H' wa. IT f ffrt. The 
is w hi g orth do- 


ing well, seemed ever pre 
thing he did or said was 


h n 1 hat every 
wh 1 bou d. His 


official powers, as som 
Atlantean, and his Ji 


d h h day, were 
1 xpo ti n he same 


gigantic scale. Ther w 
fort, however, in his n o> 


3 q al ppea e of ef- 
a. al ma L a 1 ast when 


in public, for he would n 


h w w a banco ; and 



he still trusted to his mduatiy rather than to his powers. 
But a man whose life is passed in the service of the 
public, and whose habits are Parliamentary or official, 
is not to be judged by ordinary rules, for he can scarce- 
ly fail to be cold, guarded, and ostentatious. Wiat is 
a senate but a species of theatre, where a part must be 
acted, feelings must be expressed, and applause must be 
won ? Undoubtedly tlie habit of political exhibldon 
told on Sir Robert's manner and style, and even on his 
mind. His egotism was proverbial, but besides the ex- 
cessive use of the first person, it occasionally beti'ayed 
him into performances at variance both with prudence 
and tasto. His love of applause was closely allied to a 
still more dangerous appetite for national prosperity, 
without sufficient regard to its sources and permanence. 
It was this that seduced him into encouraging, instead 
of controlling the railway mania. Had the opportunity 
been allowed, we are inclined to tliink he would have 
falsified the common opinion as to his excessive diacre- 
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tion, and astonished mankind with some splendid, if 
siiccessfui, novelties. His style of spealdng was admira- 
bly adapted for its purpose, for it was luminous and 
methodical, while his powerful voice and emphatic de- 
livery gave almost too much assistance to his language, 
for it was apt to he redundant and commonplace. He 
had not that strong simplicity of expression which is 
almost a tradition of the old Whig school, and ia no 
slight element of its power. We had almost omitted 
Sir RoBEHi's private character. This is not the place to 
trumpet private virtuei which never shine better than 
when they are leally pniate Suftee it to say that Sir 
Egbert was honoured and b^loied m every relation of 
prn ate lite 

buch lb the man the statesman, and the patriot, 
with his great virtues and perhaps his little failings, that 
has fallen at his post. Under Pbovidesce he has been 
our chief guide from the confusions and darkness that 
hung round the beginning of this century to the com- 
paratively quiet haven m which we are now embayed. 
Under the lamentable circumstances of his departure, 
we again revert with renewed satisfaction to the speech 
which, little as he thought it, was his farewell to the 
nation. Not the least prominent or least pleasing por- 
tion of that speech was its calm, retrospective, and con- 
ciliatory character, and, in particular, the manlier in 
which he unconsciously took leave of the man, whose 
policy he stood up to review, and who had entered 
public life with him, under the same master, forty-one 
years ago. Having in his introductory sentences de- 
clared his cordial concurrence with many parts of the 
Ministerial policy during their whole period of office, 
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when he eame at last to speak of the course recently 
taken by our diplomacy, he ohser d — I ha e Ittle 
disposition — and I say it with t th f tl e f 1 nga 
which have actuated me for the la 1 1 u j ars ma n 
unabated {hear, hear) — I have 1 ttl d p t I 
say, for entering into any angry h t ! tro rsj 

that I shall make no reference wl ate to na j f th 
topics which were introduced into that most ahle and 
most temperate speech, which made us proud of the 
man who delivered it (loud and general cheering), and 
in which he vindicated with becoming spirit, and with 
an ability worthy of his name and place, that course of 
conduct which he had pursued. (Cheers.") The man 
who said this had his heart in the right place, and no 
reconciliation forced by the agonies, the tewors, or 
the weakness of a deathbed ever exceeded the feeling of 
that simple and spontaneous acknowledgment. Sir 
EoBEBT, it is a comfort to think, has left us with won3s 
of peace and candour on his lips, and that same peace 
and candour, we cannot help believing, will be awarded 
to his memory by his own political opponents. 
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In the following brief narrative of the principal fiicts in 
the life of the great statesman who has just heen 
snatched ftom among us, we must disclaim al! inten- 
tion of dealing with bis hiography in any searching or 
ambitions spirit. The national losiS is so great, the be- 
reavement so sudden, that we cannot sit down calmly 
either to eulogize or arraign the memory of the de- 
c-eased. We cannot foi^t that it was not a week ago 
wo were occupied in recording and commenting upon 
his last eloquent address to Uiat Assembly which had 
BO often listened with breathless attention to his atates- 
manlike expositions of policy. We freely confess, too, 
that, however much under ordinary circumstances we 
feel it our duty to be pfepared with such information as 
is most likely to interest the public, the death of poor 
Sir Robert Pee! was an exceptional case. It was too re- 
volting to prepare the biography of so great a man 
while he was yet alive — crushed and mangled indeed, 
and with little hope of recovery — but still alive. We 
could do little else when the mournful intelligence 
reached us that Sir Robert Peel was no more, than 
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pen a few expressions of sorrow and respect. Even 
now the following imperfect record of facts, prepared, 
as it haa been, in the course of a few hours, must be 
accepted as a poor substitute for the biography of that 
great Englishman, whose loss will be felt almost as a 
private bereavement by every family throughout the 
British Empire. 

Sir Robert Peel was in the 63d Jear of his age, 
baring been born near Bury, in Lancashire, on the 5th 
of February, l^SS. His father was a manufacturer on 
a grand scale, and a man of much natural ability, and 
of almost unequalled opulence. Full of a desire to 
reader his son and probable successor worthy of the in- 
fluence and the vast wealth which he had to hestow, 
the firet Sir Robert Pee! took the utmost pains person- 
ally with the early training of the future Prime Minis- 
ter. He retained his son under his own immediate 
superintendence, until he arrived at a sufficient age to 
be sent to Harrow. Mr. Robert Peel went to HaiTow 
certainly a ready recipient of scholai'ship, hut by no 
means an advanced schoolboy. From the outset he 
was assiduous, docile, and submissive, yet in the prompt 
and vigorous performance of school duties he lagged 
for a time behind hoys who in every thing hut expe- 
rience were infinitely his inferiors. This, however, was 
only a temporary eheeb at the iJireshoId of a great ca- 
reer. He adva»ced rapidly and securely, and soon left 
all competition in the rear ; but he wanted the animai 
energy and buoyancy of spirit which give pre-emi- 
nence out of school. Lord Bjron, his contemporary 
at Harrow, was a better declaimer and a more amusing 
actor, but in sound learning and laborious application 
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to school duties young Peel had no equal. So marked 
was his superiority in these respects that the unani- 
mous opinion of the little senate to which he then gave 
laws was, that he could not fail to be a Cabinet Minis- 
ter at an early age. Masters and scholars shared this 
sentiment. He had scarcely completed his sixteenth 
year when he left Harrow and became a gentleman 
commoner of Christ CSiurch, Oxford, where he toot the 
degree of A, B., in Michaelmas Term, 1808, with un- 
precedented distinction. Advisedly it may be said 
that his success was unprecedented, for the present 
system of examination being then new, no man before 
his time ever took the honours of a double first class — 
firat in classics, first in mathematics. It did so happen 
that Mr. Peel was the first recipient of that much- 
prized object of youthful ambition. 

The year 1809 saw him attain his majority, and 
saw him also take his seat in the House of Commons 
as member for the ancient city of Gashel, in the county 
of Tipperary — a place not then returning the nominee 
of the popular party in Ireland, but the man who, on 
account of party interesU or other considerations, 
could find favour in the sight of Mr, Eichai'd Pennefii- 
ther, who, in the phraseology of that day, " had the 
patronage of Cashel." "Whether similarity of opinion 
in matters political, or a more direct influence, may 
have led to Mr, Peel's being member for Cashel, one 
need not at this distance of time too minutely inquire. 
Whatever may have been the consideration, the twelve 
voters of Cashel (then the only electors in that city) 
enjoyed his first services in Parliament, and continued 
to call him their member till the general election in 
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1813, when be came id for Chippenbam, a Wiltshire 
borough, where he acquired — probably by means simi- 
lar to those used at Oaahel — the honour of a seat in 
Parliament. The main difference between the two 
boroughs con3)at«d in the fact that in the ibrmer case 
he had only 12 constituents, in the laiter I3o. 

The first Sir Robert Peel had long been a member 
of the House of Commons, and Sie early efforts of his 
son in that assembly were regarded with eoneiderable 
interest not only on account of bis University reputa- 
tion, but also because he was the son of such a father. 
He did not, however, begin public life by staking his 
fame on the re^nits of one elaborate oration ; on the 
contrary, he rose now and then on comparatively un- 
importuit oc<:aai(»is ; made a few brief modest remarks, 
stated a &ct or two, explained a difficulty when he hap- 
pened to understand the matter in hand better than 
others, and then aat down without taxing too se- 
verely the patience or good-natpre of an auditorj' ac- 
customed to great performances. Still in the second 
year of his Parliamentary course he ventured to make 
a set speech, ifhen, at the commencement of the seaskm 
of 1810, he seconded the address in neply to the KiD|^B 
speeeh. Thenceforward for 19 yea«s a more highflying 
Tory than Mr. PeeJ was not to be found vtitium the 
walls of Parliament Lord £l,don applauded him as a 
young and valiant champion of those abuses in the 
State which were then fondly called " the institutions 
of the country ;" Lord Sidmouth regarded him as his 
rightful political' heir, and even the Duke of Cumber- 
land patroniEed Mr. Peel. He further became the fo- 
vourita eUve of Mr. Perceval, then first Lord of the 
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Treasury, and entered office as Under-Secretary for the 
Home Department. Mr. Ricliai'd Ryder, uncle of tbe 
present Earl ot Harrowby, was at that time the princi- 
pal Secretary. Ho continued in the Home Department 
for two years, not often speaking in Parliament, but 
rather qualifying himself for those prodigious labours 
■Q dfehate, in council, and in office, which it ha.s since 
been his lot to encounter and perform. 

In the month of May, 1812, Mr. Perceval fell by 
tie hand of an assiassin, and the composition of the 
Ministry necessarily underwent a great change. Tbe 
result, Bo for as Mr. Peel was concerned, was that he 
was appointed Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland. This was an office which in those days, 
and long afterwai-ds, it was tbe practice of successive 
Governments te confer upon the most promising of the 
youthful members of their party. Mr. Peel had only 
reached bis 24th year when, in the month of Septem- 
ber, 1812, the duties of that anxious and laborious po- 
sition were intrusted to his hands. The late Duke of 
Richmond held the office of Viceroy, and Mr. Vesey 
Fitzgerald, afterwards Lord Fitzgerald, that of Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer for Ireland, The Legislative 
Union was then but lately consummated, and the de- 
mand for Catliolic emancipation had given rise t* an 
agitatioc of only very recent date. But in proportion 
to its novelty so was its vigour. Mr. Peel was, there- 
fore, as the representative of the old Tory Protestant 
school, called upon to encounter a storm of unpopu- 
larity such as not even an Irish Secretary has ever been 
exposed to. No term of reproach was too strong ; no 
amount of obloquy considered disproportioned to the 
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high enormities which the Roman Catholic party 
charged upon him whom they would never call by any 
other appellation than " Orange Peel." That he hore 
it all with becoming fortitude, and resented it as often 
as it was safe to do so, is no more than tlie subsequent 
course of his life would lead one to expect. But he 
sometimes went a Uttle further, and condescended per- 
sonally to falte notice of the offensive violence which 
marked the couise of Irish opposition. The late Mr. 
O'Connell at various public meetings, and in various 
forms, through the agency of the press, poured forth 
upon Mr. Peel a torrent of invective, which went be- 
yond even his estraordiuaiy performances in the sci- 
ence of scolding. At length he received from Mr. Ped 
a communication in the shape of a hostile message. 
Sir Charles Saxton, who was Under-Secretary in Ire- 
land, had an interview first with Mr. O'Connell and af- 
terwards with a friend of that gentleman, a Mr Lidwell. 
Negotiations went on for three or four days, when Mr. 
O'Connell was talten into custody and bound over to keep 
the peace towards all his fellow-subjects in Ireland. 
Mr. Peel and his friend immediately came to this coun- 
try, and subsequently proceeded to the continent. Mr. 
O'Connell followed them to London, but the police 
were active enough to bring him before the Chief 
Justice of England, when he entered into recognizances 
to keep the peace towards all His Majesty's subjects ; 
and so ended one of the few personal squabbles in 
which Mr. Peel had ever been engaged. For six years 
he held the office of Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant, at a time when the government was conducted 
tipon what might be called " anti-eonciliation prin- 
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ciples," The opposite course was commenced by Mr. 
Peel's immediate successor, Mr. Cliarles Grant, now 
Lord Glenelg. That a Chief Secretary so circum- 
stanced, struggling to sustain extreme Orangeisni in its 
dying agonies, should have been called upon to encoun- 
ter great t«il and anxiety, is a truth too obvious to need 
illustration. That in these straits Mr. Peel acquitted 
himself with infinite address was as readily acknow- 
ledged at that time as it has ever been even in the zenith 
of his fame. Ho introduced and defended many Irish 
measures, including some peace-preservation bills. The 
establishment of the constabulary force in that country 
has, however, been amongst the most permanent re- 
sults of his administration. It is, moreover, one which 
may be considered as the experimental or preliminary 
step to the introduction of that system of metropolitan 
police, which ^ves security to person and property 
amidst the congregated millions of the vast cluster of 
dties, boroughs, and villages which we call " London," 
and which has since been extended to every consider- 
able provincial town. The minor measures of Sir 
Robert Peel's administration in Ireland possess, at this 
distance of time, but few features of interest to readers 
who live in the year 1850. He held office m that 
country under three successive Viceroys, the Duke of 
Richmond, Earl Whitwort.h, and Earl Talbot, all of 
whom have long since passed away from this life, tkwt 
names and their deeds alike foigotten. But tlie history 
of their Chief Secretary happens not to have been com- 
posed of such perishable materials, and we now ap- 
proach one of the most memorable passages of his 
eventful career. He was Chairman of the great Bul- 
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lion Committee ; but before he engaged in that s' 
dou3 task he had resignel the Chief Secretervh 
Ireland. As a coniejiienca of the report of thit com 
mittee, he took charge of and introduced the hdl for 
authorizing a return U. cish payments whith hears In" 
name, and whKh meisure lecened the sanction of Par 
liament in the jeai 1&19 That measure brouglit upo 
Mr. Peel no slight or temporary odium The lir^t Sir 
Eohert Peel was then aliie and altogether differed 
from his son as to the tendency of his mpisure It 
was roundly asserted at the time an 1 vevy fimtly dt 
nied, that it rendered thit gentleman a m^re np<*lth'v 
man, by something like half a million sterhng than he 
had previously been The deceased statesman Low 
ever, must in common justice he acquitted of any sin 
ister purpose. 

This narrative now reaches the year 1820, when we 
have to relate the only domestic event in the history of 
Sir Robert Peel which requires notice. On the 8th of 
June, at Upper Seymour-sti'eet, London, being then in 
the 33d year of his age, he married Julia, daughter of 
General Sir John Floyd, who had then attained the age 
of 25. 

Two years aftenvards there was a lull in public af- 
feirs, which gave somewhat the appearance of tranquil- 
lity ; Lord Sidmouth was gi'owing old, he tliought that 
his system was successful, and that at length he might 
find repose. He considered it then consistent with his 
public duly to consign to younger and stronger hands 
the seals of the Home Department. He accepted a 
seat in the Cabinet without office, and c.ontinued to 
give his support to Lord Liverpool, his ancient political 
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!„/:*'.' In permitting his mantle to fell upon Mr. Peel, 
ueihought he was assisting to invest with authority 
one whose views and policy were as narrow as his own, 
and whose practice in canyjng them out would be not 
less rigid and uncompromising. But, like many others, 
he lived long enough to be grievously disappointed by 
'the subsequent career of him whom the Libera! party 
..ave since celled " the great Minister of progress," and 
whom their opponents have not scrupled to designate 
by appellations too harsh to be repeated in these hours 
of sorrow and bereavement. On the l7th January, 
1822, Mr. Peel was installed at the head of the Home 
Department, where he remained undistui'bed till the 
political demise of Lord Liverpool in the spring of 
1827. And here for a moment the narrative of his 
official life may be interrupted, in order to remind the 
reader that he did not always represent in Parliament 
such insignificant places as Cashel and Chippenham. 
The most distinguished man that has filled the Chair 
of the House of Commons in the present century was 
Chai'les Abbott, afterwards Lord Colchester. In the 
summer of 1817 this gentleman had completed 16 
years of hard service in that most eminent ofEce, and 
he had represented the University of Oxford for II 
years. His valuable labours having been rewarded 
witli a pension and a peerage, he took his seat, full of 
years and honoui's, among the hereditary legislator of 
the land, and left a vacancy in the I'epresentation of his 
alma mater, which Mr. Peel above all living men was 
deemed the most fitting person to occupy. At that 
time he was an intense Tory — or as the Iiish called 
him, an Orange Protestant of the deepest dye — one 
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prepared to make any sacrifice for the mainfenance of 
Church and State as established by the Eevolution of 
168S. Who, therefore, so fit aa he to represent the 
loyalty, learning, and orthodosy of Oxford ? To have 
done so had been the object of Mr. Canning's young 
ambition, hut in 181Y Ke could not be so ungrateful 
to Liverpool as to reject its representation even for the 
early object of his Parliamentary affections. Mr. Peel, 
therefore, was returned in the month of June, ■without 
opposition, for that constituency which many consider 
the most important in the land — a constituency with 
which Mr. Peel remained on the best possible terms for 
an unbroken period of 12 yeais. The question of the 
repeal of the penal laws affecting the Roman Catholics, 
which severed so many political connexions, was, how- 
ever, destined to separate Mr. Peel from Oxford. In 
the year 1828 rumours of the coming change were 
rife, and many expedients were devised to extract from 
Mr. Secretaiy Peel his opinions on the Catholic ques- 
tion. But with the impenetrable reserve which ever 
marked his character he baffled inquiry and left all cu- 
riosity at fault. At last the hanl necessities of the 
Government rendered further concealment impossible, 
and out came the frightful truth that Mr, Peel was no 
longer an Orangeman. The ardent friends who had 
frequently supported his Oxford elections, and the lot 
partisans who shouted "Peel and Protestantism" at 
the Brunswick Clubs, reviled him for his defection in 
no measured terms, Oa the 4th of Febraary, 1829, 
he addressed a letter to the Vice-Ghancellor of Oxford, 
stating in many well-turned phrases that the Catholic 
question must be forthwith adjusted, under advice in 
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which lie coneuired ; and that, therefore, he considered 
himself bouDd to resign that trust which the University 
had during so many years confided to his hanife. Mr. 
Peel's resignation was accepted ; hut as the avowed 
purpose of that important step was to give to his con- 
stituents an opportunity of pronouncing an opinion 
upon a change of policy, he merely accepted the Chil- 
tern Hundreds with tha intention of immediately he- 
coming a candidate for that seat in Parliament which 
he had just vacated. At this election Mr. Peel was 
opposed by Sir Robert Inglis, who was elected by 756 
to 609. Mr. Peel was therefore obliged to cast himself 
on the favour of Sir Mannaaseh Lopez, who returned 
him for the borough of Westbury in Wiltshire, which 
undignified constituency he continued to represent dur- 
ing two years, until at the general election in 1830, 
he was chosen for Tamworth, in the representation 
for which borough he has continued for exactly 20 

The main feature of his official life still remains to 
be noticed. With the exception of Lord Palmerston, no 
statesman of modern times has spent so many years in 
the civil service of the Crown as Sir Eohert Peel. If no 
account be taken of the short time he was engaged upon 
the Bullion Committee, in effecting the change in the 
currency, and in opposingfor a few months the Ministries 
of Mr. Canning and Lord Goderich, it may be stated 
that &om 1810 to 1830 he formed part of the Govern- 
ment, and presided over it as First Ministei- in 1834-5, 
as well as from, 1841 to 1846 inclusive. During the 
titue that he held the office of Home Secretary, under 
Lord Liverpool, he effected many important changes 
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in the administration of domestic affairs, and many 
legislative improvements of a practical and comprehen- 
sive character. But his fame as a member of Parlia- 
ment was principally sustained at this period of his life 
by the extensive and admirable alterations which he 
effected in the criminal law. RomiJy and Mackintosh 
bad preceded him in the great work of reforming and 
humanizing the code of England. For his hand, how- 
ever, was reserved tlie introduction of ameliorations 
which they had long toiled and struggled for in vain. 
The Ministry, through whose influence he was enabled 
to cany these salutary reforms, lost its chief in the per- 
son of Lord Liverpool, during the early part of the year 
1837. When Mr. Canning undertook to form a govern- 
ment, Mr. Peel, the late Lord Eldon, the Duke of Wel- 
lington, and other eminent Tories of that day, threw up 
office, and are said to have persecuted Mr. Canning with 
a degi'ee of rancour far outstripping the legitimate 
bounds of political hostility. At least those were the 
sentiments expressed hy some of the less discreet friends 
of Mr. Canning, It was certainly the opinion held by 
ihe late Lord George Bentinck, when he said that 
" they hounded to death my illustrious relative ;" and 
the ardour of hia subsequent opposition to Sir Robert 
Peel evidently derived its intensity from a long cherished 
sense of the injuries supposed to have been inflicted 
upon Mr. Canning. In the language of Lord Geoi^ 
Bentinck, and in that of many others who had not the 
excuse of private friendship, there was much of exagge- 
ration, if not of absolute error. It is the opinion of 
men not ill informed respecting the sentimenta of Can- 
ning, that he considered Peel as his true political suc- 
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cessor — as a statesman competent to the tast of work- 
ing out that large and liberal policy which he 
fondly hoped the Tories might, however tardily, be 
induced to sanction. At all events, he is believed not 
to have entertained towards Mr. Peel any personal hos- 
tility, and to have stated during his short-lived tenure 
of office that that gentleman was the only member of 
his party who had not treated him with ingratitude and 
unkind ness. 

In the month of January, 1828, the Wellington 
Ministrj' took oflSce and held it till November, 1830. 
Mr. Peel's reputation suffered during this period very 
rude shocks. He gave up, as already stated, his aoti- 
Catholic principles, lost the force of twenty years' con- 
sistency, and under unheard of disadvantages introduced 
the very measure he had spent so many years in oppos- 
ing. The debates upon Catholic Emancipation, which 
preceded the great Keform question, constituted a period 
in the life of Sir Robert Peel, which, twenty years ago, 
every one would have considered its chief and promi- 
nent feature. There can be no doubt that the course 
he then adopted, demanded greater moral courage than 
at any previous period of his hfe he had been called 
upon to exercise. He believed himself ineontestably in 
the right ; he beheved, with the Duke of WeUington, 
that the danger of civil war was imminent, and that 
snch an event was immeasurably a greater evil than 
surrendering the boasted constitution of 1888. But he 
was called upon to snap asunder a Parliamentary con- 
nexion of twelve years with a great University, in which 
the most interesting period of his youth had been 
passed ; he was called upon to encounter the reproaches 
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of adherents, whom he had often led in well-fouglit con- 
testa against the advocates of what was termed " civil 
and religious liberty ;" he had further to tell the world, 
that the character of public men for consistency, bow- 
ever predous, is not to be directly opposed to the com- 
mon weal ; and to communicate to many the novel, 
as well as unpalatable, truth, that what they deemed 
" principle" must give way to what he called " expe- 
diency." It is to be expected, however, that posterity 
will do him the justice to acknowledge that, if he ac- 
complished muoh, he suffered much in the performance 
of what he believed to be his highest duties. 

When he ceased to be a Minister of the Crown, 
that genera! movement throughout Europe which suc- 
ceeded the deposition of the elder branch of the 
Bourbons rendered Parliamentary reform as unavoid- 
able as two years previously Catholic emancipation 
had been. He opposed this change, no doubt with 
increased knowledge and matured talents, but with im- 
p^red intluence and few ParHamentary followers. The 
history of the reform debates will show that Mr. 
(then Sir Robert) Peel made many admirable speeches 
which served to raise his reputation, but never for 
a moment turned the tide of fortune against his ad- 
versaries, and in the first session of the first reformed 
Parliament he found himself at the head of a party 
that in numbers little exceeded one hundred. As soon 
as it was practicable he rallied his broken forces ; either 
he or some of his political friends gave them the name 
of " Conservatives," and it required but a short interval 
of reflection and observation to prove to his sagacious 
intellect that the period of reaction was at hand. Every 
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engine of party organization was put into vigorous ac- 
tivity, and before the suramer of 1834 reached ita close 
he was at th« had. of a compact, powerful, and well- 
disciplined Opposition. Such a high impression of 
their vigour and efficiency had King William IV. re- 
ceived, that when, in November, Lord Althorp became 
a peer, and the Whigs therefore lost their leader in the 
House of Commons, His Majesty sent to Italy to sum- 
mon Sir Robert Peel to his councils with a view to the 
immediate formation of a Conservative Ministry. Sir 
Robert accepted this heavy responsibility, though he 
thought that the King had grievously mistaken the 
condition of the countty and the chances of success 
which awaited his political friends. A new House of 
Commons was instantly called, and for nearly three 
months Sir Robert Peel maintained a gallant stru^le 
against the most formidable opposition that for nearly a 
century past any Minister has been called upon to en- 
counter. At no time did his command of tamper, 
his almost exhaustless resources of information, his 
vigorous and comprehensive intellect appear to create 
such astonishment or draw forth expressions of such 
unbounded admiration as in the early part of' the year 
1835. But, after a well-fought contest, he retired once 
more into opposition till the close of the second Mel- 
bourne Administration in 1841. It was in the month of 
April, 1835, that Lord Melbourne was restored to 
power, but the continued enjoyment of office did not 
much promote the political interests of his party, and 
from various causes the power of the Whigs began to 
decline. The commencement of a new reign gave 
them some popularity, but in the new House of Com- 
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moas, elected in consequence of that event, the Conser- 
vative party were evidently gaining strength ; still, 
after the failure of 1834-5, it was no easy task to dis- 
lodge an existing Ministry, and at the same time to he 
prepared with a Cahinet and a party competent to suc- 
ceed them. Sir Robert Peel, therefore, with character- 
istic caution, "hided his time," conducting the husiness 
of Opposition throughout the whole of this period with 
an ability and success of which history affords few ex- 
amples. He had accepted the Reform Bill as the 
established law of England, and aa the system upon 
which the country was thenceforward to be governed. 
He was willing to carry it out in its true spirit, but he 
would proceed no fui-ther. He marshalled his Opposi- 
tion upon the principle of resistance to any flirther or- 
ganic changes, and he enlisted the majority of the 
peers and nearly the whole of the country gentlemen 
of England in support of the great principle of protec- 
tion to British industry. The little manoeuvres and 
small political intrigues of t!ie period are almost for- 
gotten, and the remembrance of them is scarcely worthy 
of revival. It may, however, be mentioned that in 
1839 Ministers, being left in a minority, resigned, and 
Sjr Rohert Peel, when sent for by the Queen, demand- 
ed that certain ladies in the household of Her Majesty, 
— the near relatives of eminent Whig politicians,— 
should be removed from the personal service of the 
Sovereign. As this was refused, he abandoned for 
the time any attempt to form a Government, and his 
opponents remained in office till September, 1841. It 
waa then Sir Robert Peel became First Lord of the 
Treasury, and the Duke of Wellington, without office, 
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accepted a seat in the Cabinet, taking the management 
of the House of Lords. His Ministry was formed 
emphatically on Protectionist principles, but the close 
of ita career was marked by the adoption of fi'ee 
trade doctrines in the widest and most liberal sense. 
We do not here propose to re-open a question already 
decided, but to record the fact that Sir Robert Peel's 
sense of public duty impelled him once nnore to incur 
the odium and obloquy which attend a fundamental 
change of policy, and a repudiation of the political par- 
tisans by whose ardent support a Minister may have 
attained office and authonty. It was his -sad fate to 
encounter more than any man ever did of that most 
painful hostility which such conduct, however neces- 
sary, never ^Is to produce. This great change in our 
commercial policy, however unavoidable, must" be re- 
garded as the proximate cause of Sir Robert Peel's final 
expulsion from office in the month of July, 1846. His 
administration, however, had been signalized by several 
measures of great political importance. Among the 
earliest and most prominent of these were his financial 
plans, the striking feature of which was an income-tax ; 
greatly extolled for the exemption it afforded from other 
burdens pressing more severely on industry, but loudly 
condemned for ita irregular and unequal operation, a 
vice which has since rendered its contemplated increase 



Of the Ministerial life of Sir Robert Peel little more 
remains to be related, except that which properly be- 
longs rather to the history of the country than to his 
individual biography. But it would be unjust to the 
memoryof one of the most sagacious statesmen that Eng- 
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land ever produced, to deny tbat his latest renunciation 
of political principles required but two short years to 
attest the vital necessity of that unqualified surrender. 
If the com laws had been in existence at the period 
when the political system of the Continent was shaken 
to its centre and dynasties crumbled into dust, a ques- 
tion would have been left in the hands of tlie demo- 
cratic party of England, the force of which neither skill 
nor influence could then have evaded. Instead of bro- 
ken friendships, shattered reputations for consistency, 
or diminished rents, the whole realm of England might 
have borne a feaiful share in that storm of wreck and re- 
volution which had its crisis on the 10th of April, 1848. 
In the course of his long and eventful life many ho- 
nours were conferred upon Sir Robert Peel. Wherever 
he went, and almost at all times, he attracted universal 
attention, and was always received with the highest 
consideration. At the close of the year 1836, the Uni- 
versity of Glasgow elected him their Lord Rector; and 
the Conservatives of that city in January, 183T, invited 
him to a banquet at which 3,000 gentlemen assembled 
to do honour to their great political chie£ But this 
was only one among many occasions on which he was 
" the great guest." Perhaps the most remarkable of 
these banquets was that given to him in 1835, at 
Merchant Tailors' Hall, by 300 members of the House 
of Commons. Many other circnmstancea might be 
related to illustrate the high position which Sir Robert 
Peel occupied in this country. Anecdotes innumerable 
might be recorded to show the extraordinary influence 
in Parliament which made him " the great commoner" 
of the age;, for Sir Robert Peel was not only a skilful 
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and adroit debater, but by many degrees the most able 
and one of the most eloquent men in either house of 
Parliament. Nothing could be more stately or im- 
posing than the long array of sounding periods in 
whicli he expounded his doctiines, i 
adversaries, or vindicated his own polic; 
the whole land laments his loss, when England mourns 
the untimely fate of one of her noblest sons, the task of 
critical disquisition upon literary attainments or public 
oratory possesses little attraction. It may be left for 
calmer moments, and a more distant time, to investi- 
gate wit3i unforgiving justice tJie sources of his errors, 
or to estimate the precise value of services which the 
public is now disposed to regard with no other feelings 
than those of unmingled gratitude. 
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and hiatoTj of all brancbea. — Ihtstinal Tupbotbuents ; complete Statis- 
tics of RAii.-E<k&Da, Tesulla, profits, expenses, coats, aiivantag«a. mllea ia 
prelection, construcUon, completed, &c ; Plink Boads, Canals, Navigation, 
&4!.~Statlstiea <tf ffealth and Dleeaaes,Wealtli and Pi-ogrees ; Beiatl^ 
CondiHim,Whitet andBlacks; Siate LiwB and ETiriBTUs, Manage 
mint and AmelioratU/n of Slavery — Origin, Bifitory, arvd Ttffences of 
attmery and Slave IneHt-uHont ; llis talBiblB treatlscB t* Habfeb, Ham- 
iiowD, Dmw, on Sliverr, Ac.— Cohmubub of tub Boctu asd "Wkst in all of 
Its minute putlDnlais, &&, tf^ctlier with an H!slorl«il and Statistical Shctcli 
of each of Me Bates and C«iB9— the Domeelia and Foreign Trade, Jte- 
eouroee. Man^factares, irc, of tlu Unileil Sialel—ibe Casaai EEiirBSa 
trom 1190, <rUh the SrcjuiSsics oe the Census of 1350. 
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ADVEBTISEMBNTB, I 

EiUgbtened >nd FleunraUe Rttdlng fn all Clisus of People. 
APPLETONS' 

POPULAK LIBRARY OF THE BEST AUTHOfiS. 



MESSRS. APFLETON anuounoe to tha Public tie i»ue of 
a oeir aeries of bool^B, atti'ttctiva in form, acd of permaoeiit 
value mnA entertainment^ intended, in subject and convenience 
for the mdeat popnlar circulation. 

Tliey will be cheap in price, some twenty-fiva per cent less 
than books of their dass and elegant execution haye been gener- 
allj published at ; but, it ie to lie imderstood, that while a desira- 
ble cheapness will be preeerred, it will not be at the expense 
of the reader, and of bis enjoyment of good taste and fine 
paper, dear tyjie, and aoourate proof-reading. The price will 
be graduated to tbe size of the book (not cutting down the 
book to tlie price), and when it is dewrable to reprint a Iceb 
known work, to a just remuneration for the edition. Tlie de- 
Hgn is to fstablish a perman^itt diKsical leriei of the best liter 
afuTe in each department 

It is the aim of tie Populir Library lo furnish books of 
various kinds, and the beet of each, of an entertaining and 
profitable cbaract«p for general reading , to supply tor the de- 
liglit of all the most agreeable and suggestive authors in Qaira- 
live, adventure, invention, poetry, sentiment, wit^ and bomor. 

Books will be presented, which, in the words of a gi'eal 
Mthor, " quicken the inteUigenee of youth, delight age, deco- 
rate prosperity, shelter and solace us in advei'sity, bring en- 
joyment at home, befriend us out of dooi's, pass the night with 
D^ travel with ue, go into the country with ua." 

Tlie earl est issues of this seriei will comprise complete and 
Indepondeot works by the following among other Bnthor»- ■ 
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THAOKEKai (the author of "Tanitj Fair"), tha late RoBKai 
SouTHEr, JoHi* FoHSTsn, SiE HuurHRKT DiTY, John Whbom 
("Christopher Nortli" of Blackwood), Waltek Sataoe Iabdob. 
the Writera for the Lonoon . Trwirs, the leading Quaktekit 
Reviews, Leigh Hdnt, tha late Wiluam Hazlitt, the author* 
of the " Rejected AddresBfia," BiRH«M (author of the "In- 
goldahy Legend"), Sib Fbakcib Head, Jaue9 Montoouebt, &c., 
do., comprising generally the most bi-lDiant authors of the 
Niiieteenth Century. 

AppLETontf PopuLAK LiEiiAiiY will be printed uoifomily in 
a Tety elegant and coQTenient 16tuo. form, in yolnmes of from 
260 to 400 pages each, from new tjpe and on superior paper, 
and will be bound in a novel and attractive atyle for prcBervn- 
tion, in fancy cloth, and will be sold at the avemge prica of 
fifty oents pec Tolume. 

The following boolcs, indicating the variety of the eeriea, 
are preparing for immediate publication ; and orders of the 
Trade are solicited: — 

EaSAYS: A SERIES OF PERSONAL AND HISTOEICAJi 

SKETCHiS FROM THE LONBOH TIMES. 
LIFE AHD MISCELLANIES OF THEODORE HOOE. 
JOHN FOESTER'S LIFE OF GOLDSMITH. 
THE TELLOWPLUSH PAPERS AND OTHER TOLUME^ 

BY WILLIAM M. THACKERAY, AUTHOR OF "TAN- 

ITY FAIR." 
JEREMY TAYLOR; A BIOGRAPHY, BY ROBERT ABB 

WILLMOTT. 
LEIGH HUNT'S BOOK I'OR A CORNER. 
THE MISCELLANEOUS WRITINGS OF JAMES AND 

HORACE SMITH, THE AUTHORS OF THE "RE 

JECTED ADDKESSEa" 
THE ING0LD6BY LEGENDS, BY BARHAM. 
LITTLE PEDLINGTON AND THE PEDLIKGTONIANS 

BY JOHN POOLE, AUTHOR OF " PAUL PRY." 
Slc, ilic, <bc 



cji-vGtx)^le 



AUVKRTISBMBNl'H. 

APFLEIOBB' P0FUXA5 UBBAEY. 
ESSAYS FROM THE LONDON TIMES. 

Price Fiftg Cents. 
CoatidnLBg tbe MIoniBg Fapen ; 
LOKD KELBOS AND liDT HiMILTON. 
■) Era FAMILY. 
E PniLiNTltEOPlST, 



BrElllant original Es»ijs, ftequently digpIsylDg lbs seat hnmor ai a 
B^dney Smith, th» giawing tmcntiie Bnsep of it Mscsnlaf. These Es^ayt 
eihlbit a Tarlet}' of tasBtmast. and are models of their ckss. Tba eketcb 
of the Fr^ch BeiolnUon sf 1319, and tbe paper on tbe Amoun at Dean 
Swl(l,«eniBStori)ie™a in their dlifereiit ways; tbe one as a (brcibly painted 
picturesque panorama of startling erents, (he other as a aubUe iDFtstigition 
of cbaricter. Tbe slory of Lord Nelson's Lady Hamlllon Is an example o( 

The paper on Egypt la an admirable resume of tbe resDlra of Antlqnarlaii 
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